


Story behind 
Labour stunt 


The NHS is 
what voters are 
talking about, 
while the parties 
trade insults 
and fantasy 
budgets. So 
what’s the real 
outlook? 

Steve Boggan 

II was a simple Labour stunt 
designed to demonstrate Tony 
Blair's popularity with former 
Conservative voters - but be- 
hind it lay a truly devastating cri- 
tique of the disintegration of the 
National Health Service. 

The Labour leader was tak- 
en by his spin doctors yesterday 
to 69-year-old Elsie Butler’s 
home to ■" canvass” her as a 
potential switcher. In fact, she 
had already decided to vote 
Labour but the untold stoty be- 
hind her change of allegiance 
will cause Tory strategists night- 
mares - she was angry at the ap- 
palling treatment meted out to 
her sick husband. Douglas. 
Next Thursday, she says, is 
“payback lime". 

After Mr Blair had left her 
home in Mor- , 

den, south Lon- J 

don. unaware of 
her astonishing VOtGu 
history. Mrs But- 


‘I have 
voted Tory 


and St Heifer's as “magnifi- 
cent”. But they say cutbacks and 
the internal market have re- 
sulted in a deterioration of 
standards and apparent short- 
ages in staff. 

“I have voted Tory since 
1979 but l don’t believe the 
NHS will survive five more 
years of them," said Mrs But- 
ler. “Things are getting worse. 
When I first started getting 
treatment, things were fine. 
But now there are mixed sex 
wards, not enough beds, dread- 
ful shortages of nurses and ap- 
palling food. 

“The treatment is so de- 
grading. Can you imagine what 
it's like to be changing your 
tubes and things and turn round 
to find that there's a male pa- 
tient there watching you on your 
ward? Why do we need mixed- 
sex wards?" 

Mrs Butler began having 
doubts about voting Conserv- 
ative after Mr Butler’s bladder 
operation five years ago. 

“I was appalled," she said. 
“He hadn't even been washed. 
He was lying there in his own 
dirt, with tubes everywhere and 
the nurses were simply too 
short staffed to care lor him 
properly. He was fading away. 
It broke ray heart. 1 had to dean 
him myself. 1 don’t mind that, 
but 1 shouldn't have to." 

Mr Butler. 69, a former BT 
engineer who has always voted 
Labour, said: "They fined up a 
place for me in a hospice and, 
basically, 1 was expected to 
die. But Elsie in- 
ave sisted on taking 

me home and 
TorV nurs °d me back to 

" health. ! owe my 
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Leap of faith: The Butlers can only trust that Labour will deliver 
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The bigger picture 


Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 


!er told 77ic In- cinpp "|Q7Q Villi' life to her. There 
dependent about &AAALtI ' i ' UUU must be thou- 
the moment she T KpllPVP sands of people 

lour faith in ihf ^ wvllOVO lit-p tie all mvr thp 


lost faith in the * 

the NHS will 
survive 

SSSS^iSS another five 

have each had 

their bowel and jfGcliS OX 

bladder re- , ■» rm * 


like us all over the 
country. Well, 
now we plan to 
get our own 
back." 

The couple are 
now healthy and 
optimistic, thanks, 
they say to their 
surgeon, Christo- 


bladdcr re- rrvr ■ surgeon, t. tinsto- 

movvd. She has tllGlTI. 1 lllllgS pher Jones, al- 


lost her womb 

and he has lost 3TG 2 

part of a lung. 

Together, they WO 

have a unique 
view of three 
decades of NHS change. They 
say those 30 years represent a 
decline in patient care, culmi- 
nating in Mrs Butler taking her 
husband from a filthy bed at the 
St Heifer Hospital in Carshal- 

lun. south London. - the hos- 
pital where John Major was 
bom - to nurse him at home. 

"He had had his bladder re- 
moved and I saw him there in 
the hospital. lying in his own 
din. fading away and I vowed 
to get even." she said. “I felt like 
Dirty Harry with his Magnum 
45. 1 wanted to point it at John 
Major and say Make my day’. 

“Well now my day has come 
and it’s payback time." 

' The Butlers describe the dc- 
ivolion of doctors and nurses at 
ithe Royal Marsden Hospital 


are getting 


worse 


, , . though they say 

ttmg they are no longer 

° sent hospital ap- 

30 pointments - 

“They think we’re 
past it," said Mr 

Butler. 

Mrs Butler’s decision to vote 
Labour was made only three 
months ago after being per- 
suaded by her husband to at- 
tend a meeting at the Burn 
Bullock pub in Mitcham, where 
Tony Blair was addressing an 
audience of Tore waverers. 

“i gave him a hard time." she 
said. “But Iemcrgedconvinccd. 
He's sincere and I think I can 
trust him. At least you know he 
believes in the NtfS." 

Oblivious to the Butlers' tri- 
als. Mr Blair left after sharing tea 
and biscuits with other switchers. 
After his departure, there was lit- 
tle doubt that his commitment 
to the NHS was sincere. Ques- 
tions remain, however, over 
whether Labour can afford it 


Mr and Mrs Butler are not 
unique. Their experience of 
the health service is an exam- 
ple of the growing pressures on 
a system that is failing to cope. 
In spite of politicians’ efforts to 
ignore it. the evidence from the 
doorsteps and from polling 
shows that the state of Britain's 
hospitals and medical services 
heads the voters' concerns. 

They have good reason to 
worry. The demands on the 
service posed by an ageing 
population and medical ad- 
vances are rising. But spending 
plans up to the millennium, on 
which noth main parties agree, 
show virtual zero growth. 

Whiling lists arc rising and 
health authorities, short of 
cash, are arbitrarily restricting 
treatments. 

The unequal provision of 
NHS care in different parts of 
the counliy is forcing patients 
to change their addresses in 
order to obtain the treatment 
that they need. 

In the last week. The Inde- 
paidtM has learned of a patient 
who has waited 13 months for 
heart surgery, of a cancer suf- 
ferer forced to rely on charity 
to pay for her drugs, a sick 
woman left for 14 hours on a 
trolley while doctor; searched 
for a vacant bed and a multiple 
sclerosis sufferer who faces the 
prospect of moving to another 
part of the counuy to obtain the 
treatment that he needs. 

Medical organisations say 
inequity is growing 'and the 
notion of the NHS providing 
equal care for all is a myth. 
They say rationing is inevitable 
and that with a fired budget the 


pressure to ration will grow. 
The parties refuse to accept the 
logic of the argument, insisting 
that with adequate funding 
rationing can be avoided. 

Last week, nine medical 
charities wrote to the three 
main party leaders calling on 
the next Government to mon- 
itor the availability of treat- 
ments on the NHS and issue 
central guidance on which 
should be provided. 

Peter Carefy, chief executive 
of Lhe Multiple Sclerosis Soci- 
ety, said: “The impact of ill 
health and disability is identi- 
cal wherever people live but 
availability of treatments is all 
too often dictated by geography. 


We believe the present lottery 
of care is totally unacceptable. 
While there must be limits on 
NHS resources, arbitrary ra- 
tioning is not the way to man- 
age them." 

Variations in provision also 
affect routine setvices. Heart 
surgery rates vary threefold 
among districts and chemother- 
apy for cancer varies twofold. 

Ken Judge, director of the 
policy institute at the Kings 
Fund, the health policy think 
tank, said: “Most people think 
we have a National Health 
Service, but what we actually 
have is 200 local health services. 
If resources are fixed and cost 
pressures increase, it is even 
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Diane Coyle 

mid Anthony Bevins - . 

There is a hole in the govern- 
ment finances. It is the chasm 
between our wish to pay Amer- 
i can-style taxes and our pref- 
erence for a JEuropean-style 
welfare state. 

The two main parties have 
both lashed themselves to each 
ham. .of this dilemma. The re- 
sulting pain need not be im- 
mediate; there is less danger of 
big tax rises in a budget in July 
or November than of the slow 
cr umbling of key public services 
-such as health. 

The Tories and labour played 
a game of fantasy budgets yes- 
terday. Would Labour have to 
raise f 12bn to pay for employ- 
ment schemes, and lower VAT 
on fuel? Or would the Tbries 
have to find more than £I5bn to 
abolish inheritance tax and boost 
Britain's cadet forces? 

It was a bitter row, with John 
Major plainly accusing Tbtiy 
Blair of lying. But it is the kind 
of row you have with your hus- 
band over how to spend your 
lottery winnings when you nev- 
er even buy a ticket 

Yesterday’s . political pan- 
tomime coincided with a fresh 
call from business for higher tax- 
es. Tbe British Chamber of 
Commerce said the penny cut 
in the basic rate of tax that has 
just come into effect should be 


reversed. David Richardson, 
its president said: ‘The last 
thing any government should 
ever do if it is trying to manage 
fee economy effectively is to box 
itself in in this way." 

But they are boxed in. All of 
the dividend from tbe strong 
economic growth expected this 
year and next will be needed to 
close the excessive gap between 
tax revenues and government 
spending. The reduction in bor- 
rowing will also depend on 
meeting the ultra-tough spend 
ing : targets accepted by both 
Labour and Conservatives. As 
the Institute for Fiscal Studies 
has pointed out. the planned 
growth in expenditure in the 
. next three years is lower by Car 
than the average rise during any 
parliament of the past 80 years. 

The menu of options for a 
government that wanted to 
raise more revenues without in- 
creasing income tax rates is 
long. It indudes higher taxes on 
companies, cutting or axing tax 
reliefs like mortgage interest re- 
lief and increasing VAX 

Andrew DiLnot, director of 
the IPS, said that the crunch 
would come in a few years’ time, 
with -yes- the National Health 
Service being the main pressure 
point. But by then the gap be- 
tween tbe kind of health service 
we want and the kind we find 
ourselves living with might be 
too big to dose. 


more important to distribute 
the available resources fairly. 
There must be more honesty 
and explicitness over what the 
NHS will provide.* 1 

Some analysts argue that 
Britain needs a “Bill of health 
rights”, setting out what the 
public may expect from a pub- 
licly funded health service. 

This ought to be preceded by 
a public debate on which ele- 
ments should be considered 
part of the “core” service and 
which are optional extras. 

The argument between the 
two main parties has focused 
not on these substantive issues 
but on the cost of running the 
NHS internal market, put by 
Labour at £1.5bn a year. 

Tbe Tbries are sensitive to 
the charge and last year 
Stephen Dorrefi, the Secretary 
of State for Health, ordered a 
5-per-cent cut in management 
costs. Labour pledges to save 
flOOm in the first year by re- 
ducing costs in the most over- 
managed authorities and trusts. 
Over the long term, Labour 
daims it can cut bureaucracy by 
90 per cent It says these sav- 
ings will fund long-term growth l 
in services. 

Mr and Mrs Butler plan to 
vote Labour, to save the NHS. 
But the service needs a real 
increase of 3 per cent a year in 
funds, equivalent to £lbn, to 
meet rising demands. NHS 
managers say it is inconceivable 
that management savings will i 
yield that sort of sum. 

The future of the NHS rests 
on the tax-and-spending plans 
that neither Labour nor the 
Tories have the honesty to dis- 
close prior to. the election. That 
leaves voters, such as the But- 
" lers, making a leap in the dark. 




Quickly, words, phrases and 
expressions become familiar 
toyon. 


How to speak 
a new language 
confidently in 
just 3 months 
... without really 
noticing that 
you've learnt it. 
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Police question youth over 
nine-year-old’s car death 


pnlicc were yesterday questioning a 16-year-old youth after a 

SSS^SSlCnSSSSSSSi, u. 

a neighbour who was with her, suffered serious leg and pelvic 
? ?"£- 3,,^ detained in Cardiff Royal Infirmary. 

OfficereSid the arrested driver of the car later failed a breath test, 
■,nH m vouih was being questioned al Fairwater police station m the 
,-irv A twlice spokeswoman said; “We need to speak to any witnesses 
of riiis very trace accident. We are particularly anxious to trace the 
occupants of a maroon-coioured car which was in the vicinity.” 


Two life sentences for twins’ killer 


A double killer was given two life sentences at the Old Bailey 
yesterday for the brutal murder of identical twin brothers whose 
baiieredbodies were found floating in a ca nal. 

David Dillon told a friend that Christopher and Anthony 
Langford had gone for "a long swim" after he bludgeoned them to 
death in an apparently motiveless attack. He wheeled their bodies 
through the streets in a shopping trolley before dumping them in the 
Regents Canal in north London. The 38-year-old twins, who lived on 
the streets of the capital, were the sons of a retired teacher and 
came from Bedfordshire, the court heard. Dillon, 38, an unemployed 
decorator, originally from County Cork, bad denied murdering the 
brothers between February and April last year. 


£175,000 damages to pop designer 


\ former fashion designer who dressed rock stars David Bowie and 
Gary Gliiter was yesterday awarded £175,000 agreed damages for 
the iarbon-monoxide poisoning that devastated his life. 

Allan McRae, 46. who once worked with top couturier Norman 
Hartnell, was exposed to die fumes over a 14-year period in his 
council studio fiat in Islington, north London. He said resulting 
health problems caused his business to fail in 1983. Ten years later, 
he was made redundant from a teaching post and remains 
unemployed, the High Court was told. Doctors have diagnosed 
frontal-lobe brain damage, which affects memory. 


In December 1992, Mr McRae reported a faulty gas fire to the 
London Borough of Camden, from whom he let the flat in 1979. It 
was finally disconnected in February 1993. A spokesman for the 
borough said: “We accept that ultimate responsibility lies with the 
council”, and added that in the past 18 months, rigorous checks on 
gas appliances had been carried out in nearly 30,000 homes. 


Animal magic at pet awards 


Animal-mad celebrities mingled 
with heroic pets and their proud 
owners at the pet world’s 
answer to the Oscars yesterday 
as hundreds of animal lovers 
turned out for the 1997 WAG 
Awards at the Intercontinental 
Hotel in London. 

Among the pet-struck stars 
present were Jxlly Cooper, the 
best-selling novelist, who 
picked up the personality of 
the year award in recognition 
of her lifetime support for 
animal welfare; Johnny Morris, 
the former presenter of Animal Magic, and the Channel 4 racing 
presenter, John McCririck. The ceremony, hosted by Liza 
Goddard, and organised by animal insurers Pet Plan and the 
Animal Health Trust charity, paid tribute to outstanding bravery 
and talent among Britain's pets. Shandy, an 11-year-old golden 
labrador from Feltham, won the dog’s award for twice saving his 
owner's life, and Solomon, a two-year-old British Blue cat from 
Dorset, took the feline prize for rescuing and protecting broods.of 
tiny house martins whose nest had collapsed. 



When is a wedding not a wedding? 


Around 25 Irish couples have been affected by a legal loophole 
which has left their church marriages invalid. 

The problem, which could undermine family succession rights, 
arose from new family-legislation aimed at harmonising .church and 
state marriages. Last year, for the first time, the state stipulated 
that couples must notify state registrars three months in advance of 
their intention to marry. The instruction's purpose is to ensure that 
couples reflect an their decision to marry, and so reduce the 
numbers of hasty unions breaking down. Newly passed legal 
amendments will retrospectively validate the status of 84 couples 
who believed they had notified registrars correctly before 
marriages. Bui 25 olher couples will have no option but to go down 
the aisle again because they were in such a rush they neglected lo 
give any noLice at all. Aten Murdoch 


School’s drive for a new teacher 


An overcrowded village school is to raffle a car to pay for a new 
teacher, after budget cuts forced governors to lose one member of 
staff last year. The cuts, al Kirkburton Church of England First 
School, near Huddersfield, forced the 105 pupils to study in three 
classes of 35. Joyce Worsfold, ihc head teacher, said a fourth full- 
lime teacher would enable her to reduce class sizes and so improve 
children's education. Now the school hopes to raise £20,000 by 
selling 20.000 rickets at £1 each, with a prize of a brand new 
Ciiroen AX ear. Tlic school is buying the £8.500 car from a local 
dealership at a cut-price £5,000, mostly raised through donations 
from local businesses. Lucy Ward 
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Woman who lied about age 
is the world’s oldest mother 


JR 63-year-old Cafifomia woman who lied about her 
ago to receive in vitro fertilisation treatment has 
#»become the world's oldest mother, after giving bfcrfo 
to a healthy girl last year, it was revealed yesterday. 

Her case reopens the debate over so-called “test tube 
granny mums” but British fertility experts yesterday 
warned that to deny treatment solely on the grounds of 
age was “neither possible or desirable”. 

In this case, the woman, who has not been name d, 
was well past menopause and became pregnant with 
an egg donated by another woman, but fertilised with 
her 60-year-old husband’s sperm. She gavewth last 
November to a 61b 2oz girt by Caesarian Section and 
then breast-fed the infant 
The woman, a Fflfrino-American, deceived the clin- 
ic everr thougtrit pother througha^rigoraus physical . 
check. In a statement, the clinic added: “Had the indJ- 
vidual disclosed hfe acted age she would riot have qual- 
ified for treatment since the programme uses an 
arbitrary upper age Umlt of 55.” Before-beq the oldegt- 
mother record was held by an Italiain, who was Only a 1 
few months younger at 62 when she gave both In 1994. 


Wt^ menopause deifies Women the dAty to conceive 
normafiy from thrown eggs, Swotid seem that for as long 
as they are physkafly strong and they have aheafthy uterus, 
they can have a chid from an egg fartSsed in vftro. 

A spokeswoman for the. British Medea) Association 
said patients should not be denied treatment on the 
grounds of age or sax, but the best Interests of the child 
should be paramount. •„ 

. Dr Richard Nicholson, editor of the BdAeOrnff Med- 
icai Ethics said that ff a woman gave birth at 63 “there 
[isj cqnskferable likelihood one or other parent will die 
wh^^'chM is.stiH in the- teenage years". 

. ■ fe me past foe Human Fertilisation and Embryology 
Authority has.said that, in general, women in their fifties 
should not be given treatment because of the difficul- 
ties children wotiW face. But SusJteJ^ce. chirf’eXecu-., 
live of Issue, the national fertility association, said 
yestehlay:'X3voholqg#cal agelspot an indication of pftys- ' 
icai age or condition and ft ie not posstbfeoi- desirable 
to make hard <»g^ v a,oer - tj 

tefihagecanndi6tffr^8d? , '''‘- 

David Usbome and Glenda Cooper 


IRA Maze 
escaper back 
behind bars 


An IRA fugitive who escaped from 
Northern Ireland's Mate prison in 
a mass breakout 14 years ago was 
back behind bars in Dublin last 
night after being detained by Irish 
police serving an extradition war- 
rant Dermot McNally, 39 (right), 
was arrested at his home in Sligo 
early yesterday by Gardai acting 
on 14 extradition warrants sup- 
plied by the RUC. 

McNally, 39, from County Ar- 
magh, was serving a life sentence 
for causing explosions when he 
escaped with 37 other IRA mem- 
bers in September, 1983. 

Most of the Maze escapers were 
rearrested near the Jail, but 19 got 
away from the area. 

McNally appeared before Dublin 
District Court yesterday afternoon. 
The fafoer-of-two, wearing a green 
jacket, cream shirt and jeans, ar- 
rived at the court amid high secu- 
rity at 4pm. 

Police sergeant Michael Heffer- 
nan told the court he arrested Mc- 
Nally at 6u15am. He said he had 
asked foe man who answered foe 
door if he was Dermot McNally 
and foe man replied: That’s me.” 

Sgt Heffeman said the warrants 
related to making bombs, posses- 
sion of bombs and bomb-making 
equipment, causing explosions, 
possession of firearms and one 
count of wounding with intent to 
commit grievous bodily harm. 



Woman sues over 
love-cheat Romeo 


In addition, foe warrants alleged 
McNally had been sentenced to 20 
years imprisonment for the various 
offences and that he unlawfully es- 
caped from custody on September 
23. 1983. 

McNally had been living openly 
in Sligo after court rulings in the 
Republic that prevented the extra- 
dition of other Maze escapers. 

In March, 1990. foe Republic's 
Supreme Court refused to extra- 
dite two of the escapers - Dermot 
Finucane and James Pius Cferks - 
on the grounds that their offences 
were political. 

McNally, originally from Lnrgan, 
in Co Armagh, was jailed for life in 
1977 for causing explosions. 

He was given three life sen- 
tences for bombing a wine lodge, 
a post office and a railway station. 


A dating agency is being sued by 
one of its efients, after it fixed her 
up with a married man. Divorced 
Margaret Ruddlesden, 47 wrote 
“lying bastard” on Alwyn Philips’ 
underpants and thrust his clothes 
into the hands of his wife when 
she realised. 

Ms Ruddteston had paid £417 to 
join Close Encounters (of foe Best 
Kind) after moving to Bristol and _ 
was. soon in foe arms of Mr Philips, 
47, who worked in a frozen food 
depot 

But foe affair was swiftly cur- 
tailed when she realised he was 
Bvtng with fits wife, Theresa. 

Yesterday, Ms Ruddlesden told 
the Western Daily Press: "Alwyn’s 
car was parked outside my house 
when someone crashed Into foe 
back of ft. The police turned up 
and Alwyn had to give his details. 
Prom that moment on his attitude 
changed. 

"Until then it had been red roses 
and chocolates and he even asked 
me to marry him. But after tfie ac- 
ckfent he didn't ring for daysTl 
knew something was wrong.” 

When she went to his home his 
wife answered the door. The next 
day he finally phoned and agreed 
to meet her to collect some of his 
clothes. T was enraged. I stitched 
labels in foe back of his p an ts, 
then I wrote ‘lying bastard’ on the 
back of them." 

The agency has now offered to 
return foe Introduction fee. 
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trades and skills. 


TECHNOLOGY 

Home of the future unveiled 

Computer giants IBM, Intel, Compaq and H^t£-^Pa^nI have 

pat a tot ofthooght into making people flunk less weetat 

cyberhome of 2 W0- Their house of fotore, mvefled 

San Francisco's Blasthaus GaBety, features a 

from electronic butlers to computerised grocery Lots, designed to 

theiMngnKKo, showtagta 

fl/WemMa; n«s no aUhodt ray “^? rmous b0K J 

a huge picture on a thin screen, priced at 
Inters Car-PC, meanwhile, is toaded wtth 
recognizes your voice: Give the word “radio” audit tones ; in . Say 
4^p”aid it itiaik a number. And when away from the house. 


voice booms out: “No one’s 
home, but leave a video 
message.” 

In the fcjfcben, the 

Cyberfaome 2000 has a 

special scanner: Run it over a 
pa ckaging bar code, and 
information pops up on a 
screen. The scanner tefls you 
how long it will take to hut 
the food and even sets the 
microwave. It can also 
connect yon to the food 
manu&cturer’s Web site, to 
pick np recipes online. If it’s 
your last can or packet, the 
system reminds yon. 




HEALTH 


Breakthrough for arthritis treatment 


A pioneering inflammation therapy offers new hope for sufferers 
of rheumatoid arthritis, it was announced yesterday. Researches 
from 11 European countries, led by Barry Bresnihan, Professor of 
Rheumatology at University College, Dublin, have developed a 
. naturally occurring chemical messenger made by the body.so-that.it 
-'can be used as a treatment. 

The chemical, foterieuldn-lra (IL-lra), regulates another 
1 messenger, IL-i, which promotes inflammation and the destruction 
of cartilage and bone. 

Ant-month fmrkhas now been completed involving 472 arthritis 
sufferers at 41 hospitals in U countries. They were split up into - 
groups and given aiffetent amounts of IL-lra. 

Those given the maximum 150mgs-a-day dose showed a 
significant improvement over the placebo group at 24 weeks. 1 n 
addition they experienced a slowing in the rate of damage to the 
joints. The trial was continued for a further six months and 
improvement was maintained throughout the one-year follow-up 
period. No important adverse effects were reported. 

The findings were reported at the annual meeting of the British 
Society for Rheumatology in Harrogate. 



* 


Limited citizenship for 200,000 


.More than 200,000 people living in Hong Kong were granted a 
limited form of British titizemship last year in the run up to China 
taking control of the colony. The Hong Kong residents have 
obtained British Dependent Territories citizenship, which entitles 
them to visit the UK without a visa and offers than British 
consular motectfrm in other countries. 

An additional 54111 were given fall British citizenship last year. 
The huge infant - just 29,000 people from Hong Kong gained part 
citizenship In 1995 — reflects fears of Chinese repression. 

In total, the number of people granted British citizenship, 
excluding those from Hong Kong, rose to 43,000 in 1996, a slight 
increase on the previous yean 

Persons Granted British Gtb&ns&up, 1996, Home Office research 
directorate, 50 Queen Anne's Gate, tendon SWIH 9AT 

Jason Bennetto 




ftavi 


Only the Hovercraft can fly you across the channel to Calais in 35 minutes without 
breaking the bank. No lorries or coaches means no queues. So you'll be on board end off 
on your holiday in no time, enjoying our airline style cabin service and the unique 
experience of travelling to France on a cushion of air. 




The new SuperSeaCat*. the latest in fast ferry technology, end the Hovercraft give 
you 1 7 departures daily. Dover-Celais. in peak season. . 

This special Apex offer must be hooked by April 30th. So call Hoverspeed or your 
travel agent today. 


EAU RESERVATIONS 


0990240 241 




FAST FEBffiBS 


httptfMww hove rspeed. ca uk •Gammmnces mid June 


Still the fastest w a f to France 

rwJtiaUt»<%«jT«a»naiypw)( ^ a CSO ctmym fr mrvoornma ma • spy foir ogfiee Uodmd mmee eo r-OdCty. Cioa Aoox tarm MsHSOchAar*. 









-J 

• 7 -\ 3 r«- 


-■Utigi. INDEPENDENT » FRIDAY 25 A PttTT , 1997 



news 



Jeremy Lau ranee 

Health Editor 


A -tojoraing after” treatment for 
sople esmosed to the Aids 
virus, HIV is proving success- 
fill in preventing them becom- 
ing infected, doctors say. The 
treatment -die same cocktail of 
drugs used to treat people with 
tabBshed HIV -can reduce the 
chances of infection by 80 per 
cent if given immediately after 
exposure to the virus. 

Because the role of the dings 
as a preventive measure has 


been concealed in case it en- 
couraged unsafe sex and trig- 
gered a nish for expensive drugs 
- some doctors have claimed that 
the treatment is not beingmade 
available to that need it.- ‘ 
Studies have shown that in 
pregnant women with HTVand 
people jabbed with contami- 
nated needles, antiviral drugs 
given promptly can stop trans- 
mission of the disease, either to 
the baby or the injured person. 
Scientists believe that prophy- 
lactic treatment following un- 
protected intercourse with an 


HIV-infected person can also 
restrict transmission, although 
no studies have been done. 

A ZX the Aids drug can re- 
duce the risk of transmission to 
the baby from 26 per cent to 8 

women with 

during delivery, and to the in- 
fant for she weeks after birth. In 
people jabbed with used nee- 
dles. AZT treatment for three 
to four weeks afterwards re- 
duces the risk of infection by 80 
per cent. Guidelines in the US 
recommend that health work- 


ers who suffer needlestick in- 
juries should be treated with a 
cocktail of three drugs for four 
weeks afterwards. 

Areviewof Aids drugs in the 
\<mdThernpamcs BuHetin,a. 
s far doctors published by tte 
_ _ aimers’ Association, says 
prophylactic treatment should 
be offered to HIV-infected preg- 
nant women to prevent infection 
of their babies and to people in- 
jured by contaminated needles. 
But it says there is no agreement 
on whether people should get ft 
after unsafe sex. 


Dr Joe Collier, editor of the 
Bulletin said: “Prophylactic 
treatment after unsafe sex 
should be thought through care- 
fully and shouldn't be over- 
looked. There are unusual 
riicumstances - such as rape - 
where it -could be appropriate 
bm people don't knew about ft.” 
- Some doctors in the UK had 
already prescribed the drugs to 
patients after risky sex and a 
study of their efficacy as a pre- 
ventive measure following un- 
protected intercourse was 
beginning in San Rantisco, Dr 


Cbllier said. “If you get a scratch 
with an infected needle it is cru- 
cial you get down to a clinic 
quickly and get treatment. It can 
reduce the incidence a lot. The 
same is true for HIV-infected 
pregnant women. 

“For people exposed to the 
virus through sex, it is mare dif- 
ficult. Aids doctors don't want 
people phoning up every morn- 
ing after they have had unsafe 
sex. That is an abuse of the 
arrangements when they should 
be wearing condoms or having 
safe sex." 


Professor Michael Adler, 
head of the Aids clinic at Uni- 
versity College Hospital. Lon- 
don. said most hospitals now 
had a policy of treatiag pregnant 
women and health workers who 
suffered needlestick injuries 
but there was concern at the de- 
velopment of a “morning after" 
mentality in relation to sex. 

“These drugs arc toxic and 
four weeks’ treatment costs 
£600. If people feci there is a 
morning after pill and they 
don’t have to have safe sex it 
sends the wrong message" 


■ The Aids virus is becoming 
more aggressive and dangerous, 
causing recently infected peo- 
ple to become ill faster, ac- 
cording to a study. Doctors in 
Italy who studied 285 patients 
infected between 19&5 and 1995 
found (hat (hose infected dur- 
ing the past six years were more 
likely to have immune system 
cells knocked out by the virus, 
and developed Aids more 
quickly. However, British ex- 
perts said they had seen no sim- 
ilar change in the course of the 
disease in the UK. 



Blue Water, white death: Freddie the Swan cruising in Polperro harbour, where locals have been watching In horror as he murders scores of local ducklings 


Photograph: Apex 


, Murder, mayhem and a Swan called Freddie 


Mark Rowe 

It is a tale of murder, intrigue and 
dark threats. The Cornish fishing vil- 
lage of Polperro, population fJ85, 
has been split down the middle by 
its resident swan called Freddie. 

Freddie; after the fashion of Ins 
Hollywood namesake Mr Kruger, 
has created a nightmare on Polper- 
ro Street. 

A territorial creature at the best 
of times, the cob swan has reacted 
to his mate, Phreda, coming into 
season by killing ducklings in the 
village harbour to make sure any 
bread available goes to his own off- 
spring. Last weekend he is said to 
^ have maimed and then drowned 12 
ducklings. 


In a dramatic escalation of the 
feud between the pro-duck and pro- 
swan factions, dead ducklings have 
been pushed through the letter 
box of the Three Pilchards public 
house, whose landlord has been ac- 
cused of being pro-swan. 

This prompted the licensee, 
Andy Puckey, to pot a poster on his 
front door that read: “Latest score: 
Swan 6 Ducks 0. And will the se- 
cret postman/woman have the 
courage to reveal themselves? I 
doubt it!!!” Police from Looe were 
called in to remove the poster be- 
cause they were concerned it might 
cause a breach of public order. They 
reprimanded a teenage boy for the 
duckling deliveries but took no 
further action. 


Mr Puckey admitted that he 
used to be prolan but says he now 
wants to see them gone as much as 
anyone. 

“It’s for their own safety really be- 
cause one of these nights that cob 
is going to end up dead." he said. 

Some residents who have de- 
rided enough is enough took to the 
water last week during one of Fred- 
die’s frenzies to stop the slaughter. 
• Monica Ffeld-Johnson said: *T 
went out in a small boat and was try- 
ing to put him off by h ashing him 
over the head with a plastic paddle. 
But ft was like hitting a warship with 
a dingbat. 

“It’s most unpleasant. He grabs 
the ducklings as they come bobbing 
down fee river, throws them in the 


air and drowns them. You find dis- 
membered ducklings all over the 
harbour. It makes the children cry. 

“He is a particularly butch and 
macho swan and has got to be re- 
moved by legal means otherwise 
somebody is going to take the law 
into their own hands." 

Harbourtrustee, pro-duck Gra- 
ham Jolliff said those who wanted 
the swan to stay saw the swans as 
substitute children- “There are lots 
of old dears who have adopted the 
swan because their children have 
left borne and they have no pets. 

“But this harbour is no place for 
swans. When young swans are 
learning to fly they have the prob- 
lem of all the wires round the har- 
bour. They go straight into the 


chimneys and we are forever pick- 
ing them up when they are injured.” 
A spokesman for Devon and 
Cornwall police said: “It has split 
the community down the middle. 
Our only concerns are for public 
order and that the birds are not 
harmed in any way. We can’t actu- 
ally arrest the swan for murder.” ■ 
For most of the 10 years he has 
been in the village Freddie adopt- 
ed a less militant approach to- 
wards his feathered neighbours 
and was a village favourite. Resi- 
dents even dubbed together to 
buy a raft for him to nest on. 

But as Freddie and Phreda feast- 
ed on the bread provided by well- 
meaning villagers, ducks were 
attracted to the free meals cm of- 


fer and that is when the feathers 
started flying. 

The problem is that Poipcrro har- 
bour has no natural food source, 
such as mud flats or grass, so the 
swans are dependent on the good- 
will of villagers and will fight any- 
thing that may threaten their food. 

Two years ago. Freddie killed 
around 80 ducklings, prompting 
some villagers to spray him with 
washing-up liquid. 

The RSPCA said it had no plan 
to remove Freddie and Phreda. 
“The swan is doing what comes nat- 
urally and is defending the food for 
its own offspring,” said spokes- 
woman Julie Bnggs. “We would 
seek to prosecute anyone caught 
spraying him with detergent.” 


Enigma 
of Elgar’s 
missing 
festival 
music 


Classical music fans have reacted with shock 
to the news that a festival organised in mem- 
ory of Edward Elgar will not feature any 
of his music. 

Some members of the Elgar Society are 
upset that this year's Malvern Elgar Festi- 
val will incorporate the work of Schubert 
and Brahms, but not the man after whom 
the event is named 

The organisers say they made the unusual 
move because the annual festival has been 
switched from a large concert hall, which 
is being reftirbished, to a church which is 
unsuitable for Elgar's compositions. 

Artistic director William Bough ion con- 
finned that a committee bad decided to 
ditch Elgar’s works in favour of Continental 
composers for the event held in Malvern, 
Worcestershire, from 27 May to 7 June. 

John Harcup, a society member, said he 
could understand why the Priory Church's 
hunted capacity meant that Elgar's most fa- 
mous works were unsuitable, but thought 
lesser-known pieces should be performed 
“I don’t see hew cine can have an Elgar Fes- 
tival with no Elgar," he said “It is daft to 
call it an Elgar Festival when there is no 
Elgar. It’s quite unbelievable. Elgar got en- 
gaged in Malvern and if he was still alive 
I think he would be.very upset". 

Mr Harcup said the change to a small- 
er venue should have been an opportuni- 
ty for organisers to line up the composer’s 
lesser-known works, such as his church mu- 
sic, which would be perfect for the venue. 

But Mr Boughton, the artistic director 
at the centre of the controversy, said that 
Elgar's larger works, such as Dream of 
Gerontius, could not be performed for fi- 
nancial reasons and because of poor 
acoustics. “Including his minor works 
would be just tokenism," he said. “It would 
be disrespectful both to Elgar and the au- 
diences to put in a few little pieces of his 
just to placate people. The arts are not 
about placating people - they are about 
stimulating people.” 

The event was to have been staged at the 
town’s Winter Gardens, where, Mr 
Boughton said, Elgar’s music will definitely 
be heard next year. “1 can assure people 
Elgar will be back in ‘98. Die reasons for 
this are artistic and financial. I am sorry they 

are not having their beloved Elgar, but 1 
have too much respect for him and his 
music to reduce him to a token." 

Hywel Davies, secretary of the 250-strong 
West Midlands branch of the society, said: 
“One understands that a few people are up- 
set about this. It's a shame, but 1 think it's 
out of our control. 

“You can’t expect someone to put on a 
concert and lose money, but our society' will 
live through it; wc are a broad church." 
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news 


Bungles 


stop EU 


aid going 


to poorest 


Sarah Helm 

Brussels 


Large amounts of Britain's 
Jil.fbn shari? of EU regional-aid 
monev have been directed by 
the Government towards its 
favoured projects, while failing 
lo ensure that funds reach the 
needy in Britain's poorest areas, 
according to European Parlia- 
ment figures. 

Delays and bungles by gov- 
ernment administrators in dis- 
tributing funds caused debt and 
even bankruptcy among bodies 
such as colleges and voluntary 
groups as they waited for their 
cash. The report also discloses 
that Britain's public utilises 
have been fattened up with 
£450m of regional-aid money, 
before and after privatisation. 
The report confirms suspicions 
that the Government has tried 
to obscure the importance to 
Britain of EU structural funds, 
which are to help the the poor- 
est regions. 

In many cases where suc- 
cessful job-creation projects 
have been launched with EU 
money, the Government 
claimed the credit for itself. The 
parliament which adopted the 
report yesterday, levels its 
strongest criticism at the way 
public utilities became major re- 
cipients of the structural funds 
in the 1980s and early 1990s, 
even after privatisation. 

Europe's structural funds are 
specifically intended to pro- 
mote job creation, but these 
same utilities have been en- 
gaged in massive job reduction 
and downsizing, says the report, 
which cites 300.000 job losses in 
five privatised companies. 

The report’s author is Arlene 
McCarthy, Labour MEP for the 
Peak District, who based her 
studies on 25 hours of evidence 
from parties across Britain, and 
2,000 questionnaires. British 
Conservative members of the 
parliament yesterday voted 
against the report. 


Miss McCarthy questioned 
the morality of the way money 
was directed to utilities which 
then produced huge profits for 
shareholders after privatisa- 
tion. Yorkshire Water received 
£30ra of regional-development 
money before it was privatised 
and £1 1m after. British gas, elec- 
tricity, telecoms and ports ben- 
efited the same way. It could be 
argued, says the report, “that the 
financial position of state util- 
ities was enhanced ahead of pri- 
vatisation with the use of EU 
taxpayers funds. 

“The European Commission, 
which has already inquired into 
tbe way aid hinds have been 
used during the British privati- 
sation process, has found noth- 
ing illegal. However, the 
Commission points out that no 
other country has directed 
funds to privatised utilities, and 
says that new rules will be 
drawn up in future, as privati- 
sation speeds up in other mem- 
ber-states l" The parliament’s 
research shed light on benefits 
Britain has reaped from aid 
fimds. particularly in areas of in- 
dustrial decline, "known as “ob- 
jective two” areas, which 
include the East and West Mid- 
lands, Yorkshire, Humberside, 
the North-east, east Scotland 
and west Cumbria. Britain has 
the highest allocation of EU 
funds for “objective two" areas 
in the Union. 

However, money, distrib- 
uted largely by government - 
appointed committees, often 
fads to reach recipients as a re- 
sult of low staffing, over-cen- 
tralisation and lack of planning. 

Many groups in the voluntary 
sector, as well as training col- 
leges and small businesses, are 
deterred from applying for 
funds because of fears about de- 
lays and debt, says the report 

In one case a college in 
Humberside ran up £200,000 In 
debt because funding agreed for 
a training scheme arrived two 
years too late. 



Pole position; A fisherman putting up stake nets at St Cyrus beach in Aberdeenshire for the start of the salmon and trout season. The method ^ ^ 

has continued for more than 100 years, but is threatened by dwindling stocks due to over fishing and seals pnorograpn. loi n nvr 


Kinnock demands damages for truckers 


Cofin Biackstock 
and Katherine Butler 


Neil Kinnock, the EU transport 
commissioner, yesterday called 
on the French to compensate 
hauliers caught up in die two- 
day blockade of Channel ports, 
while British forty companies 
are threatening to enforce fines 
of up to 150,000 francs on the 
fishermen involved. 

In Brussels, Mr Kinnock 
accused the French of reneging 
on their promise to pay out 
compensation to victims of last 
year's French lorry drivers strike. 

In a letter to French transport 
minister Bernard Poos, Mr 
Kinnock complained that many 
road haulage companies from 
neighbouring countries had 


suffered “significant" damages 
because of the blockade. He 
demanded that s imilar levels of 
compensation as promised 
during the truckers dispute be 
applied this time. 

Mr Kinnock’s office has been 
inundated with complaints from 
road haulage companies who 
say their claims have still noL 
been dealt with. 

Brussels does not have the 
power to order compensation be 
paid and can only exert moral 
pressure an the French. 

Mr Kinnock admitted he was 
still waiting for Paris to submit 
a report detailing the number of 
compensation claims ft had dealt 
with to date, but said Reach 
sovereignty had to be respected. 

“Obvwuslyitis&ustramigfbr 


me not to be able to intervene 
directly, but the people who are 
calling for that would be the first 


to express their outrage if 
Brusselsh 


intervened in a dispute 
in their country." 

The forty companies affected 
by the dispute were considering 
their options yesterday. -A 
spokesman for Stena line said 
Stena; P&Q, and SeaFrance 
■were all granted injunctions 
against the fishermen involved 
In the blockades and were 
entitled to ask the French courts 
to impose fines of up to 150,000 
francs on each boat 

However the spokesman said 


The spokesman said; “We 
don't want to inflame the 
situation by pursuing these 
fines, and losing customers. We 
have decided not to ask the 
courts to invoke the injunctions 
which last for one month. 

“By not invoking the injunc- 
tions we can give ourselves the 
option of waiting for a month 
to see what the fishermen do. 
Dependingon what they do wfil 
depend on whether we invoke 
the injunction.’’ 

A spokeswoman for P&O 

mAiiM Anki 


said: “We would only consider 
tided ^ 


It was unlikely they would seek 
the fine 


to enforce the fines available 
through the injunction for the 
sake of diplomacy. 


this action provided we were 
given assurances that the port 
of Calais remained open and 
free from further blockades. “ 
The Stena spokesman made 
it dear that they would have to 


invoke the injunctions if the 
fishermen decided to blockade 
the ports again. M 1 think the 
danger of not pursuing the 
fines means thar any future 
injunctions against more block- 
ades lose force. If we seek an in- 
junction and then fail to follow 
it up then it really negates that 
course of action m the future.*’ 
Under the terms of the 
irgunctiofi each boat involved in 
the blockade can be fined 
10,000 francs per hour for eveiy 
hour it remains in the blockade 
after the injunction is served. 
The French fishermen were 
served the injunction at 7pm on 
Wednesday evening, but did 
not leave until 10am yesterday 


morning. 

Meanwhile the EU fisheries 


spokesman Filippo di Rohllant 
said it was up to the French to 
seek a review- of the controver- 
sial rules on fishing net sizes 
which triggered the blockade. 

Paris had not asked for the 
regulation, designed to con- 
serve ffch, to be amended and 
it would in any ease have to 
persuade a majority of its EU 
partners if the legislation was Ui 
be changed. 

Mr Di Rubilant said Brussels 
would oppose a revision of the 
law" scheduled to come into 
effect in January’ because the 
restrictions were needed to 
conserve fish. The blockade, he 
said, provided further “dear ev- 
idence that there are too many 
fishermen chasing too few fish", 
trading article, page 19 
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Fayed’s court challenge fails 


P a tric ia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 


The decisions of Sir Gordon 
Downey, the watchdog on par- 
liamentary malpractice, cannot 
be challenged in the courts, a 


day. Mr Justice Sedley refected 
a bid by Hamad's owner, Mo- 
bamed al -Fayed, to question the 
validity of a report concerning 
the Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard, saying that the court 
had no jurisdiction over Sir 
Gordon’s actions. 

The report, completed in 
March, cleared Mr Howard of 
allegations by Mr Fayed that he 
took £l-5m in bribes from 
Lonhro chief Tiny Rowland 
through an intermediary in 
1987, in exchange for opening 
a Department of Trade and In- 
dustry inquiry into tbe takeover 
of House of Fraser. 

Mr Fayed's counsel, David 
Pannick QC, had applied to the 
court fora judicial review of the 
report, asking for it to be 
quashed as unreasonable. Sir 
Gordon had failed to question 
several witnesses and was not 
thorough enough in. looking 
into Mr Howard's acquisition of 
funds and property, it was al- 
leged. The case raised a question 
of “considerable constitutional 
importance’’ ova: whether or not 
the commissionerwas subject to 
challenge in the courts. He 



Fayed: Failed to have Sir Gordon's report quashed 


should not be immune from re- 
view, Mr Pannick argued. 

Mr Pannick said the com- 
missioner performed an “im- 
portant governmental function 
involving matters of substantial 
public interest, that is con- 
ducting official investigations 
into allegations of breaches of 
parliamentary standards". 

Stephen Richards, for the 
commissioner, said his client 
was an officer of Partiameat ap- 
pointed internally after the rec- 
ommendations of the Nolan 
report into parliamentary stan- 
dards. His rule was to investigate 
complaints about the conduct of 
MPs. “The House of Commons 
is not subject to the courts in in- 
temal proceedings," he argued. 

Mr Pannick said that S the 


courts gave the message to Par- 
liament that any persons ap- 
pointed by standing orders 
rather than legislation were not 


subject to court control, gov- . 
emmen t departments would be W 
able to “immunise" decisions of 
important bodies from judicial 
review. The court should con- 
sider the scope of judicial review. 

Mr Justice Sedley, giving his 
ruling, said the “constitutional 
divide” between the judiciuty 
and Parliament was of "great 
historical importance". He said 
that Sir Gordon was not subject 
to scrutiny because he had been 
appointed internally by Parlia- 
ment to report directly to u se- 
lect committee. That' did not 
mean Parliament could hide 
from judicial review by carrying 
out invesljga dons under stand- 
ing orders, because depart- 
ments of state were part of the 
executive and open to control £ 
by statute and common law. 


Haughey was ‘skint 7 , 
stores chief claimed 


The former Irish Prime Minis- 
ter Charles Haughey was de- 
scribed as “skint" .by a 
businessman who was lending 
him more than £Lm, a Dublin 
tribunal heard yesterday. 

The word was used by the for- 
mer shopping dudn magnate 
Bean Dunne in a conversation 
with his one-time financial ser- 
vices adviser. 

The adviser, Julian Harper, 
told the official inquiry into pay- 
ments to politicians by Mr 
Dunne: “X presumed he meant 
he [Mr Haugheyj had money 
problems.” 


Mr Harper said he had 
arranged for the transfer of cash 
from the stores boss and added: 
“Everything about Mr Dunne 
was unusual" 

Earlier this week Mr Donne, 
ousted as chairman of his com- 


letri- 

3unal chairman Judge Brian. 
McCracken he bad given a to- 
tal of £3. lm to Mr Haughey be- 
tween 1987 and 1991 because 
the then-premier was experi- 
encing financial difficulties. 

. Mr Haughey has not taken up 
the opportunity to be legally 
represented at the hearing, but 
in a letter to the tribunal be has 
denied getting any money from 
Mr Dunne. 

The businessman has listed a 
number of other politicians, 
political parties and other 
groups to whom he made pay- 
ments over a number of years. 

Evidence of cash received for 
campaign funds by the Irish 
Labour Party was given to die 
tribunal yesterday by party 
leader and deputy Irish Prime 
Minister Dick Spring. 
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World hunt 

for lost 


/ 




v- 


thriller 


Nicole Vaash 

An international campaign to track 
down a missing Hitchcock classic is 
to be launched by the' British F3m 
Institute today, to coincide with the 
re-release of his 1958 masterpiece. 
Vertigo. 

The Mountain Eagle, Hitchcock's 
second feature film, fare been lost 
since its release in 1926, although a 
□umber of stills and critical re- 
views of early showings still exist. 

David Meeker, chief archivist at 
the British Film Institute, said that 
film enthusiasts have been search- 
ing for tbe lost classic, the missing 
piece in Hitchcock's oeuvre, for the 
past 70 years. 

“No one has seen the film since 
the day it was released,” he said. “AH 
that has survived is half a dozen tan- 
talising stills of this great ffltn. 

“The re-release of Vertigo has 
prompted us to make a renewed ef- 
fort to find any print of this long-lost 
classic.” 

The Anglo-German production, 
shot in the Tyrol, tells the story of 
a young schoolmistress driven into 
- tbe mountains after rejecting tbe 
attentions of the local justice of the 
. peace. 

She is eventually given shelter by 


a mysterious rednse who names her 
to pot an end to the scandal and who 
is then jailed on a trumped-up mur- 
der charge. 

“The search for the film is made 
more complex because it had two 
different titles: tbe British-German 
version. The Mountain Eagfe, and the 
US version, jFear o' God T said Mr 
Meeker. 

“Because the film was made in 
Europe there is the possibility that 
an enthusiast in one of the old East- 
ern bloc countries, who were not al- 
lowed to collect films under the 
Communist re gim e^ might have a 
copy under another name. 

-It’s more than likely that the 
masterprint is long gone, but there 

might be a collector somewhere sit- 
ting on another copy.” 

The Mountain Eagle, which was 
scripted by Hitchcock’s future wife 
Ahna Reville, is one of a number of 
sfient British classira which are miss- 
ing, presumed lost. Until tbe Fifties, 
and the advent of television re- 
runs, “old” films were disregarded 
by the cinema-going public who 
were interested onfym new releas- 
es. Because of this jack of demand, 
movies - then shot on nitrate stock 
which easily deteriorates - were 
lost through both decay and neglect. 


Abandoned in disused fflm laboratories, buried in foreign archives 
under different titles, hoarded by private collectors or thrown 
away by a small studio which has gone bankrupt - these are 
just a few ways in which old classics have been lost 

The missing movies include: 

Murder at Monte Carlo (1935) - Errol Flynn’s performance in this, 
his first British film, drew him to the attention of Hollywood moguls. 
The Bells (1 931 ) - a psychological thriller and the first British flhn 
with a score by Gustav Holst the composer. 

She (1916) - based on H Rider Haggard’s spectacular adventure 
story about explorers in Egypt cfiscovering a lost city. 

A Study in Scarlet (1914) - the first British Sherlock Holmes fflm. 

Rims found in the past two years: 

Bella Donna (1934) - an exotic melodrama, starring Conrad 
Veldt and Mary Elfis, found in the Czech Republic film archives. 
Tfie Constant Nymph (1928) -the tale of a doomed love affair, 
starring Ivor Novello, found in a private collection. 


Action! Alfred Hitchcock, (front) directi r& and the film crew of The Mountain Eagle, which has not been seen since its release in 1926 

But Hitchcock, who directed 53 
films, including the classics North by 
Northwest, Psycho and The Birds,was’ 
never worried about his missing 
movie. 

He once discussed The Mountain 
Eagle with art-director Francois 
Truffaut, arid said: “It was a very bad 
movie. 

“The producers were always try- 
ing to break into the American 
market, so they sent me a Hollywood 
film star for the part of the 
schoolmistress who had fingernails 
out there. Ridiculous.” 

Commentators at the time ap- 
peared to agree to some extent with 
the master of suspense. A review in 
The Bioscope, a contemporary pub- 
lication, said, “the story was lacking 
in conviction”, but referred to “the 
undoubted artistic merits of the . 
production" and the “at times bril- 
liant direction”. 

“We can only hope that some- 
where in the world, perhaps in 
someone’s loft, there is a version of 
this film," said Mr Meeker. 

“It would be a tragedy if h was 

gone forever, but we must remain op- 

timistic just in case some possessive In suspense: Kim Novak and James Stewart starring in Hitchcock’s 1958 classic thriller Vertigo, whose 
private collector is sitting on it.” re-release today has prompted the British Film Institute to launch a worldwide hunt for The Mountain Eagle 


Judge in 
newsboy 
trial 
‘misled 
jury’ 

The judge’s summing-up in the 
original trial of the four men 
accused of killing newspaper 
boy Carl Bridgewater was 
unbalanced, the Court of 
Appeal was tDld yesterday. 

The judge. Mr Justice Drake, 
also “wrongly” told the jury that 
be bad naturally formed his enra 
views as to where the truth lay 
in the case, Patrick O’Connor 
QC, counsel for James Robin- 
son. one of the accused, said. 

Mr O’Connor detailed the 
criticisms on (he fourth day of 
the appeal against conviction on 
behalf of the four men jailed 
for the death of the 13-year-old 
at Yew Tree Farm, near Stour- 
bridge, West Midlands, in 1978. 

Carl Bridgewater was killed 
by a single shotgun blast to the 
head after he entered the farm 
to deliver a newspaper. 

Robinson. nowb3. and cousins 
Michael Hickey, 35, and Vincent 
Hickey, 42, were jailed for 
murder. The fourth man, Patrick 
Moilqy. died in prison in 1981 
while serving a 12-year sentence 
for manslaughter. 

Mr O’Connor told Lord 
Justice Roch. Mr Justice 
Hidden and Mr Justice Mitchell 
Lhal Robinson was not only the 
victim of prejudicial evidence at 
his trial, hut had been let down 
by the legal system. 

“Substantial responsibility" 
lay at Lhc door of the trial 
judge and the prosecution and 
defence lawyers, he said. 

The “truth” comment made 
by Mr Justice Drake was wrong 
and inappropriate, he said, 
adding: “The Crown concedes 
that this sentiment would 
probably not be used today.” 
Mr O’Connor further alleged 
that the judge, prosecution and 
defence counsel had failed to 
secure a fair trial for Mr Robin- 
son and that the case against 
him was “riddled with faults.” 
None of the Bridgewater 
Three - who are at present on 
bail - were in court yesterday. 

They were released on un- 
conditional bail in February 
after an independent forensic 
test revealed police had falsified 
a statement in a bid to extract 
a confession from the fate Mr 
Molloy. 

The appeal continues. 


Gay group sex ban to be 
challenged in Euro court 
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Kathy Marks 

A homosexual man who was 
prosecuted for having group sex 
“ in his own home is to take the 
Government to the European 
; Court of Human Rights. 

The man, who does not wish 
to be identified^ was convicted 
. of gross indecency by magis- 
trates a few months ago. The 
sexual activity on which the 
case was based took place be- 
tween five men in their thirties 
and forties. 

The man in question was ar- 
rested after police searched his 
house during an unrelated in- 
vestigation and seized a home 
video that he had made for 
personal consumption. 

Under the 1967 legislation 


that decriminalised homosexu- 
ality, consensual sex between 
gay men is legal if they are over 
the age of consent, now 18, and 
tf it takes place m private. How- 
ever, “privacy” is defined as 
there being no more than two 
men present. 

Gross indecency covers any 
unlawful sexual contact be- 
tween men, and is the classical 
offence used to prosecute ho- 
mosexual men who have sex in 
public toilets or parks. 

The man, who was in his for- 
ties, has lodged an application 
with the Strasbourg court, 
claiming a breach of his right to 
privacy under Article $ of the 
Human Rights Convention. He 
is also claiming sex discrimina- 
tion under Article 14 since 


gross indecency is an offence 
that applies only to gay men. 

Heterosexuals or lesbians 
can legally have group sex in 
private. 

Lawyers believe that die mao 
has a very strong case, and say 
that a ruling in his favour could 
force tbe Government to repeal 
the 19th century offence of 
gross indecency. 

Ben Emmeraon, his barrister, 
said: “The law will always reg- 
ufafe behaviour that is truly pub- 
lic and is offensive to others.” 

He added that gay men could 
be prosecuted under the Pub- 
lic Order Act, the law that cov- 
ers improper conduct in public 
by heterosexuals or lesbians. 

Mr Emme raon said that the 
case, together with that of Euan 


Sutherland, another gay man. 
“spells the end of gross inde- 
cency on the statute books.” 

Mr Sutherland’s case, for 
breach of privacy on the 
grounds of inequality in the age 
of consent laws, has already 
been ruled admissible by the 
Strasbourg CoorL 

Anya Palmer, deputy direc- 
tor of Stonewall, which cam- 
paigns for homosexual rights, 
said: “It is extraordinary to 
have a criminal offence that ap- 
plies only to gay men. Tbe 
same laws should apply to 
everyone.” 

The man said yesterday that 
he had taken part in “nothing 
other than harmless fun. There 
was no way that our activities 
could have caused offence.” 








Free from charges 


Banking with First Direct is free because we do not 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking 
transactions, even If you’re overdrawn. And all our 
customers automatically receive an overdraft up to E250 
- also free of any foes. So compared to other high street 
bank accounts you're better off with Fret Direct from day 
ona We're a member of the HSBC Group which is one of the 
largest banking and fhandal services organisations in the 
world, and in the course of a year you'll find we offer more 
cost effective current account banking. And the service we 
provide means you benefit in marry other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day 


We provide the ultimate in convenience. You can bank 
with us at any time, 365 days (and nights) of the year, 
from wherever there’s a telephone. In your home, office 
or car. And all UK calls are charged at local rates. 


Why pay to 
bank when 
First Direct 
is free? 


Record complaints in first 
year of privatised railways 


Randeep Ramesh 

• Transport Correspondent 

’ Id the firet foil year of rail 
'privatisation, complaints in 

• southern England - including 

!■> from customers on troubled 
.'•South West Trains - have 
' ; soared to their highest level of 
/.-the decade. , . 

According to figures 
^.yesterday, a total of L024 
. complaints were received by the 
- South of England Rad Usere 
Consultative Committee, the 
passenger watchdog, m foe L. 
months to the end of March 
1997 

This total was 56 per cent up 

■ bn the 1995-96 figure and ^e 

highest of the 1995s. The latest 

, figures include Febnwy 

' March 1997 when South West 
Tfoins cancelled 39 trams a day 
because of driver shortages-. 

’ SWT was forced to mtroajre 

! an emergency tiroctoWe mrep- 
niary and was fined 

the same month for onoua* 
tions and delays by ^the fran- 
chising director — who let tue 
service to bus giant Stagecoach 
; sin 1996- . 



Commuter compensation: Frequent cancellation of services 
forced SWT to offer a day's firee travel m February 


The committee said com- 
plaints about reliability had 
shown a significant increase m 
the final quarter of 1996-97. 
“Much is attributable to the 

recent problems experienced by . 

South West Trains," the. 

committee added. ■ . . 

SWT was not the only victim 
0 f passeng ers* ire- Another pn- - 
vafcsed company, Cormex South • 


Eastern , was targeted for its 
decision to cut train lengths - 
which led to overcrowded 
carriages on many routes. 

- Save Our Railways, the anti- 
privatisation lobby group, said 
die rapid rise in the level of 


industry after the election - 
whoever wins power.” 

He added: “The message 
from commuters is now coming 
through fond and clear. Com- 
muters are fed up with high 
fares, overcrowding and 
cancellations.” 

Individual rail companies do 
not normally give details of the 
complaints made directly to 
them --which usually far exceed 
the number made to both the 
national and regional rail users' 
committees. 

However, SWT broke with 
tradition and admitted receiving 
more than 28,000 complaints for 
the fast year in private hands. 
The company claimed that this 
was 1,500 less than was received 
by British Rail - but admitted 
the figure did. not include tbe 
worst period of disruption in 
February and March. 

. “The increase in the number 


Personal and professional service 


Every call is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have aH 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And when you require more specialised assistance, such as 
a loan, they can instantly refer you to someone who can help. 


Getting cash is easy 


Every Cheque Account customer receives the 
... First Direct Card. This allows you 
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of Midland, it also guarantees 
fpSPP cheques for £100 and includes the 
Switch payment facility. 
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Our service includes a free bill payment service. Simply call, teB us 
who to pay. how much and when, and we do it This means you can 
arrange to pay your bills at the most convenient time without the 
need to keep having to remember to organise it 


Annual current account charges 


A full banking service with more benefit^^^^l If you're paying more are you with the right bank? 

Q 0800 24 24 24 


As wefl as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and 
insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take savtog; our rates 
are always competitive, we offer transfers to and from your Cheque 
Account So you- money Is always working hard without, the 
need for you to do the same. 


We work hard to maintain the service 


Call free or complete the coupon and post to: 

I First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds LS98 2RF 


The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service | — 

are its customers - 87%* of ours have recommended us to their . Surname 
friends and colleagues in the last 12 months. » 


Opening an account is easy too 


Mr/Mre/Mfes/Msor'ntte 


Keith Bill the group’s nation- 
al secretary, called for “radical 
chang es to be made to the rail 


been tunning a full service since 
April and have tried to be as 
helpfo] as possible to our cus- 
tomers,” said a spokeswomen 
fra: the company. . 


I UK Address 

We also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be. | 

So we make it easy. Easy to open b First Direct account, than easy J — — — - — • — 

to arrange for your salary to be paid In and easy for all your standing | PQSteode i || |j \\~}\ || || II | 

orders and tSreet debits to be transferred to your account. And It's " 1 — “ — — 11 — — — — — J 
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150MHz Pentium Processor. 

16Mb EDO RAM. 1 -2Gb hard disk. 
Eight speed Multimedia. 1Mb 64 bit 
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Iomega Zip Drive. 
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133MHz Penuam Processor. 
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Bereaved father’s claim for his wife's benefits could end up costing the taxpayer millions 


warn over 
poor diet 
of young 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

Large numbers of British chil- 
dren could suffer malnutrition 
in the next century unless urgent 
action is taken, according to 
food experts. 

Two major reports published 
today say that families living in 
deprived areas without access to 
supermarkets and little monugr 
are unable to give their children 
an adequate diet 

The reports have been con- 
ducted by Save The Children 
which is best known for its 
famine relief work overseas, and 
the National Food Alliance 
which represents national pub- 
lic interest organisations. 

Save The Children inter- 
viewed mothers in London, 
Glasgow, Coventry, Sunder- 
land and Belfast. It found that 
they understood the need to eat 
more fruit and vegetables/They 
were also resourceful shoppers 
and were willing to go into 
debt or miss meeds themselves 
to prevent their children from 


This is the weekly shopping 
basket that would provide a 
realistic and nutritionally^ 
adequate diet for an 11- to 14- 
yaar-old boy - who requires 
2,220 calories per day 

Packet of comftakesAveetabbc; 
one loaf brown bread; one loaf, 
wholemeal; 1 pkt crisps; 385g 
tin of baked beans; 3 yoghurts; 
spaghetti; lOOg tin of tuna; 
three 200g tins of tinned toma- 
toes; 3 onions; 4 oranges; 4 
pears; 5 apples [one for bak- 
ing]; 3 bananas; 1 small pack 
of peanuts; tin of pilchards; 
350g [1202] of potatoes; BOfi 
[2oz] carrots; 90g [3oz] cauli- 
flower; 65gm [2oz] peas; GOgm 
[2oz] carrots; I80gm [6oz] 
chips; 60gm [2oz] sweetcom; 
coleslaw 56g [loz]; lettuce; 
cucumber, 4 tomatoes; 90g 
[3oz] cabbage; I40g [4.8oz] 
broccoli; 2 large jacket pota- 
toes; 250g [ 8oz] of chicken; 
76gm [2.5oz] corned beef, 
70gm [2 oz] ham; cod in 
crumbs I20gm: minced beef; 2 
flshflngers; 2 rashers bacon; 
gravy; tomato soup; vegetable 
soup; Edam cheese; 4 eggs; 1 
tin kidney beans; 1 chocolate 
mousse; I20g tinned peaches; 
custard; 6 semisweet biscuits; 
rice pudding; 1 Mars ban trifle; 

1 tin ot pineapple; raWns; 2 cur- 
rant buns; teacake; 2 pieces of 
fruit cake. 

Total cost £18.12 

Source: Poor Expectations 1996 \ 

by the Maternity Affiance 


going hungry. But they had re- 
stricted access to cheap food, be- 
ing forced to use expensive 
local shops. 

The survey’s results were 
backed up by a report by the Na- 
tional Food Alliance attacking 
“the main misconceptions 
about eating healthily on a low 
income”. 

The report found that Be- 
tween 13 and 14 million people 
live in households where the in- 
come is below 50 per cent of the 
UK average - less than about 
£1 20 a week. Many of these fam- 
ilies eat as little as 95g of fresh 
green vegetables each week, 
equivalent to barely one brus- 
sets sprout per person per day. 

Poor households consume 
almost twice the amount of 
full-fat milk as the weD-off, 
and more than double the 
amount of white bread. 

In 1995, a study of the costs 
of a modest but nutritionally- 
adequate diet to meet the 
needs of women, especially 
when pregnant, found their 
diet cost an average of £18.12 
and could cost as much as £23 
a week if there was no super- 
market nearby - representing 
up to 60 per cent of the whole 
benefit payment for women 
aged 18-25. 

“Cheapest calories come 
from foods generally considered 
unhealthy, continues the re- 
port- To get all the calories 
needed in a day when spending 
the least money the best bet is 
to go for a high-fat sugary diet 
- biscuits, sweet tea, white bread 
with hard marge.” 

The idea that low-income 
families would spend any extra 
money on “fags and the tottery” 
is also a myth. Given £10 extra 
a week 46 per cent of low-in- 
come femmes say they would 
spend It on food. 

The groups called on the 
<3ovemment to implement a nar 
tional strategy on food and low 
income, and cany out a com- 
prehensive assessment of social 
security benefits. They also 
called for free school milk to be 
reinstated. 

D “ Out of the Frying Pan : The 
True Costs of Feeding a Family 
on a Low Income " is available 
from Save The Children Publi- 
cations, 0171 703 5400. No 
charge, but the charity welcomes 
donations. 

‘{[they donl eat a healthy diet 
it’s their own fault Myths about 
Food and Low Income” is avail- 
able from the A TFA, 5-11 Worship. 
St, London EC2A2BH priced £20 


IT'S MAKE YOUR 
MIND UP TIME! 



THE BBC'S EXPERTS 
GUmEYOU THROUGH 
THE ISSUES 


With less than a week to go until the Election, cut 
your way through the blizzard of rhetoric with the 
BBC News General Hectroo Guide. 

Written by 24 of the BBC's tup journalists including: 

> JOHN HUMPHRYS 
. PETER SHOW 

• DAVID DIMBLEBY 
. ROBIN OAKLEY 

|t is the only impartial fluids to the essential tea®. 

Priced at BUB. it is available from all flood bookshop*. 
Or call OIM-307 *103 for further 
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Lone parent Kevin WHfis in London yesterday to draw attention to the difficulties that widowed fathers face. He intends to take his case to the European Court Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 

i My children have lost a mother. 
Why must they lose cash as well? J 


Simon Reeve 

A widower launched proceed- 
ings against the Government in 
the European Court of Human 
Rights yesterday in a case winch 
could cost fee Treasury hun- 
dreds of million pounds in ex- 
tra payments to bereaved 
fathers, who currently receive 
less state money than widowed 
mothers. 

Kevin "Willis, from Bristol, is 
bringing up two young chil- 
dren on his own after Ms wife 
Marlene died of. cancer last 
June. Although a woman in his' 
posiiiOTwcxjIdqualxly for a one- 
off payment of £1,000. and a 
weekly sum of nearly £85, Mr 
WHIis is forced to live off di- 
minishing savings. 


"Wito the backing of the Child 
Poverty Action Group and the 
Campaign for Widowed Fa- 
thers 4 Benefits, Mr Willis is tak- 
ing the Government to toe 
European Court in Strasbourg. 
He is furious that Britain is toe 
only country in toe European 
Union where he, and approxi- 
mately 20,000 other bereaved fa- 
thers, are illegible for benefits. 

u Tbe children have lost their 
mother and it seems grossly un- 
fair to me that they should suf- 
fer financially as well just 
because it was mum and not dad 
who djed," said Mr Willis yes- 
terday. “It is completely unjust 
that motherless children should 
be worst affected." 

Mr waiis gave up work to 
care for his wife after her con- 


dition was diagnosed in 1990, 
shortly after the birth of their 
second child. “We sat down to- 
gether and talked about fi- 
nances because we knew she 
hadn't got long to live and 
Marlene desperately wanted 
her children to have a decent 
upbringing.*' said Mr Willis. 
“We knew there wasn't much 
support available and we knew 
we had to save money quickly." 

Mre Willis worked as a hous- 
ing officer for Bristol Housing 
Authority until 1993, when she 
had to leave because of her 
health. “She knew bow difficult 
a mortgage can be for just one 
partner, and toe relief on her 
face was obvious when we made 
toe last payment the next year. 
She knew that whatever hap- 


pened to her, there would be a 
house to live in for all of us.” 

Mr Willis previously worked 
for nine years as a field service 
engineer, which involved trav- 
elling away from home, and he 
is now determined to look af- 
ter his children full tone. Yes- 
terday, he rnshed back to 
Bristol from a round of televi- 
sion interviews and meetings in 
London to take his daughter to 
a Brownies meeting. 

“While I am caring for them 
I will only be able to take a low- 
paid part-time job. Many fathers 
to my situation have to make a 
decision between losing their 
children or losing their home," 
said Mr Willis. “I am not pre- 
pared to fet my family fell into 
that poverty-trap after what we 


have already been through." 
The famDy are now surviving on 
their savings, which Mr Willis 
believes win last for another four 
years, plus child benefit and 
£100 a month from his wife's 
pension. 

After his claim for support 
was rejected last November. 
Mr Wilis decided to take action 
on toe grounds that toe Gov- 
ernment is in breach of various 
provisions of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, 
including Article 8, which con- 
cerns the right to a family life. 
“Marlene had been in her job 
paying taxes for 19 years," said 
Mr mlKs, “and it isnotrigiitthat 
the state doesn’t provide for her 
children after she has gone.” 

Humphrey Woods, of toe 


Campaign for Widowed Fa- 
thers' Benefits, said the situation 
dated back to the time when men 
were toe sole breadwinners. 
“But times have changed and so 
should toe benefit rules,” he said. 
• The Child Poverty Action 
Group said that although there 
were other state benefits for wid- 
owers it was unfair that men 
such as Mr Willis are worse off 
than women in similar situations. 
"Based on recent cases we be- 
lieve we haw a strong case," said 
David Thomas, toe CPAG's le- 
gal officer. "However, rather 
than force Kevin to take his case 
all toe way to Strasbourg, we 
would like to see whoever is in 
power after the election change 
the rules to reflect toe reality of 
modern life.” 


How to avoid loss 
where wife is 
the breadwinner 


NfcCfcutG 

Personal Finance Editor 

Bereavement is a terrible 
enough trauma without the 
financial uncertainties that can 
follow when the family's bread- 
winner dies. 

Although those most likely to 
be affected are women whose 
partners haw died, a significant 
□umber of men face toe same 
problem. According, to the 
Child Poverty Action Group, 
between 20,000 and 40,000 wid- 
owers are denied such benefits. 

Figures from toe Office of 
National Statistics show women 
are the sole breadwinners in 
583,000 families where the hus- 
band is unemployed. 

The most effective way to 
protect oneself in such cases is 
to take out insurance. Before 
taking that step, it is worth 
checking whether there is a 
life insurance cover as a work- 
related perk. Many employers 
offer such cover, often between 
twice and four times the per- 
son’s salary. -However, a survey 
by Legal & General found only 
24 per cent of men bad life cov- 
er through their work, and only 
4 per cent of women are in jobs 
where such cover is available. 


In most cases, the bread- 
winner’s death should lead to 
the family’s mortgage being 
paid "off through separate life 
cover linked to toe loan. 

Here, it is important to en- 
sure that both men and women 
are jointly named on toe insur- 
ance. 2f toe borne and toe in- 
surance were in toe busband’s 
name only, but toe mortgage ts 
paid only by the woman, in the 
evfent of her death the Joan may 
not be paid off. 

Life cover is toe main alter- 
native for those who fear leav- 
ing their dependents in a 
financial mess if they die. The 
cheapest option is so-called 
term assurance, where cover is 
taken out for a limited period. 
If toe policyholder dies in that , 
time, the insurance pays oul 
The reverse applies if the pol- 
icyholders survives. I 

For a 30-year-old couple just 
starting a family, joint term as- ! 
surance of £80,000 'for 20 years I 
to cover their children’s early 
years costs about £15 a month. 

Finally, critical illness insur- 
ance, a relatively new type of 
policy, pays out on diagnosis of 
several so-called “dread” dis- 
eases, including cancer, sudden 
strokes and heart attacks. 
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THIS SATURDAY IN THE LONG WEEKEND 





GUERNICA 

Decoding Picasso 60 years after 
the bombing 

PLUS: in The eye 
Why do they nick Teny Pratchett's 
books? 


HOME PHONE TO 
MOBILE PHONE? 

ITS CHEAPER 
WITH MERCURY 


Calling a mobile can be an expensive business. But it needn’t be. With Mercury SmartCall 
you can save up to 1596, when compared to BTs basic rate. You keep your phone, your 
number and your BT line. All we'll change is the size of your bill. So get moving, call us now-. 

FreeCall 0500 500 366 

quoting ref. RSINDMF 
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Families 

in a hole 
as the 
earth 


opens up 

Esther Leach 


A hole io the ground big 
enough to swallow a house de- 
veloped overnight in Ripon, 
North Yorkshire, forcing at 
least five families to leave their 
homes. The hole, thought to be 
a nacurallv occurring cavern, 
opened up minutes after two 
children who had been playing 
on the site were called in by 
their mother. It grew bigger 
overnight and a nearby bouse 

garage fell into the chasm, 
which was filled with water. 

Jane Sherwood-Briiton. 
whose £95,000 house in Ure 
Bank Terrace faces the hole, 
said she had lost everything. 
“Our house is not safe to live 
in and it's now worthless. The 
hole appeared at about 7pm just 
as I railed my children in. We 
called the emergency services 
and we were told to evacuate, 
but I stayed overnight. I just 
didn't want to leave my home. 

“At 2am i heard a loud 
whirring noise, water shot up 




MM 


Close shave: Jane Sherwood-Britton and the 40ft-deep hole that appeared in her garden, wrecking the garage 


Photograph: Peter BymWGuzefian 


into the air and the garage A spokesman for Harrogate 
slipped into the hole. It was like council said officials were in- 
a whirlpool." vesti gating the cause of the 

Mrs Sta epheid-Brirton is stay- sudden appearance of the hole, 
mg with friends nearby and is They believe it oould be a geo- 
taking legal advice. logical fault involving gypsum. 


which is dissolved by water and 
can cause sudden collapse, es- 
pecially if found dose to the sur- 
face of the ground. John 
Kizkman, chief building control 
officer for the council, said: 


“People have been instractedto the level of ds 
move out of their homes in the move back in. 


interests of their own safety. We companies were on standby to 
are monitoring the atuebon and' switch off supplies to the street 


until insurance engineers and in- atairamfmfsnoticeandpblne 
dependent engineers can assess have sealed off the area. 
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FIESTA AZURA 

(WITH SPRING BONUS) 


£7.595 


FIESTA 1.3LX 3dr f M >< 

(WITH SPRING BONUS) W/W W ** 


(WITH SPRING BONUS) W 

ON THE ROAD OR £122 PER MONTH 10.1 %APR. 


ON THE ROAD OR £99 PER MONTH 10*1 %APR, 

(plus deposit & optional final payment) 


ESCORT 1.4LX £10 9Q^ 

(WITH SPRING BONUS) ■ W / f W 

4dr, 5dr OR ESTATE ON THE ROAD NOW 





ESCORT 1-6 Si fVli QO^ 

(WITH SPRING BONUS) ■ ■ / + + %* 


5dr OR ESTATE ON THE ROAD NOW 
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ESCORT AZURA 

(WITH SPRING BONUS) 
ON THE ROAD. 


£9.395 


PRICES END 31st MAY SO SPRING INTO ACTION 
AND VISIT YOUR FORD DEALER NOW. 


I 0% APR 


ON ALL ESCORTS 

& MONDEOS 


Oftlo f** 

1-3 3dr 
Ffesta Azure 

1.3 3dr 
Bests IX 

Mileage (per annum) 

9,000 p.a 

12,000 p-a. 

Recommended retail once* 

£7,775.00 - 

£8.830.00 


Dcoost C30%) ' £9.27850 £3^0850 . 

Balance 

£5,316-50 

£6,06650 

Total charge for credit' 

£921 86 

£1,09809 

Total amount payable 

£8,516.86 

£9,72302 

Tam (months) 

55 

25 

Ffcjmber of monthly payments . 

94 

34 

Monthly payment 

£98.89 

£121.23 

Optional final payment to purchase 
(Minimum Guaranteed- Future value 7 *) 

£3,81000 

£4,150.00 

APR 

lart 

iai% 


For details of your nearest Ford Dealer call 0345 55 22 77 


FORD DEALERS 



$2? "Momwidcd Retail Pncc mcHidin? VaT at »7 ST. 
tors i^cait turL-T^^I^ n 3 OB 0f KS (lTKl - VAT *• payable witfi the first monthly DBvmenr. ’ 



can cause 


to nerves 


Joremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


they cannot 
and electric 


Users of paints, ^ues or clean- 
ing, agents containing solvents 
may suffer damage to their 
nervous systems if they do not 
protect themselves, scientists 
say. 

Solvents commonly used at 
work and in the home can 
cause serious, long-term neu- 
rological Ha mage when inhaled 
or brought into contact with the 
sk ip- Studies show that people 
exposed to the chemicals have 
suffered symptoms ranging 
from An gling and numbness to 
muscle weakness and loss of 
feeling. 

In more advanced cases, 
when the brain is affected, the 
sym ptoms may nniimc those of 
multiple sclerosis or dementia. 


technologies. Workers in sol- 
vent-using industries, such as 
raiint production, car manu- 
Smreand dry-deanmgareat 
SStest risk of nerve damage, 
but people using paints and 
Suesathome may also be at 

risk, they say. 

Many of those affected re- 
cover spontaneously as soon as 
they stop using the chemicals 
but for others in whom symp- 
toms persist, treatments are 

limi ted. . . 

patients whose moods have 
been affected may be helped by 
therapy and anti-depressant 
drugs. 

The authors say preven- 
tion is essential by ensuring 
levels of solvents in the air are 
kept low and that workers 
wear masks. 

They cite the case of a 

1 ninni-r whn ban 




One high -rinse exposure or low- 
level exposure over a long pe- 
riod can be enough to cause 


Professor Roberta White and 
Dr Susan Proctor, environ- 
mental health experts at the 
University of Boston, in Mass- 
achusetts, say in the Lancet 
that almost lO mflfion people in 
the United States have daily 
contact with solvents and the 
number is rising with increasing 
use of the chemicals In new 


ing with solvents but never 

used a respirator and had bnly 

worn gloves for two years. 

He suffered numb fingers, 
headaches, firmn ess, depression 
and impotence. 

He was advised to stop work 
and one year later reported a re- 
markable improvement iu 
mood and said the outside 
world seemed dearer. 

However, he still felt irrita- 
ble, had a poor memory and had 
lost his sense of smell. 


DAILY POEM 


Poem of the Summer Angels 

for Annette - who tent me the Round House for two perfect 
days 

By William Haywood 


They came so gently I was not afraid 

Nor spent in any and remote excess 


Nor spent in dizzy and remote excess 
They came in every swimming of the tight 
Among the beech cathedrals, where each beU 
Rings out its certain note. They came like bees 
Seducing the enraptured peonies. 

They came in silences as cool as lakes 
Under a woodland moon, where wild duck make 
Quick shafts across the sAy or nightlong doze 
In reedy pools that cup the rippling stars. 

They came like buried childhoods in the hills 
The bird-tongued air. the land that walks away 
To solitudes stronger than any gods. 

They came in peace, to tell me what I know. 

May they come so 

for you. 


This poem completes our selection from Earth Ascending, edit- 
ed by Jay Ramsay (Stride, £9.50). On Monday, 28 April, we 
will publish the winning poem in the 1997 Petenoo Poets open 
competition: Alice and the Birds, by Anna Crowe. 


Imran Khan. 


66 THE WOMAN 
GALLED OUT, ‘ELEANOR, 


IT’S T H AT fW ”” M!na 1lv y att goes in 

search of the Goldsmith 

J E M 1 M Y. 9 against David 

MeRor in Putney and 
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Tories use tax as the fear factor 


Party leaders trade 
blows over fiscal policy 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


An exchange of Labour “fibs” 
and Toiy “evasion” marked the 

■ start of the final week’s election 
campaigning yesterday as John 

• Major and Tony Blair tried to 
scare the voters. 

The Conservative leader 
warned that if Labour was eiecf- 

■ ed, their promised July Budget 
. would indude a tax package that 
. could raise £I2bn. The Labour 

leader said later that the Con- 
servatives were addicted to val- 
ue-added tax, and they planned 
to slap VAT on food. 

Mr Major denied any inten- 
tion of doing that, bluntly call- 
ing the Labour allegation “a 
lie”. But he did not answer a di- 
rect question about extending 
VAT to other basic items, like 
children's clothes, or books. 

“We have no need to raise 
taxation,’' he said. "We have set 
out spending plans and taxation 
plans and there is no need to get 
involved in ruling out VAX I do 
not believe it is going to be nec- 
essary." 

Mr Major said: “What is 
uow self-evidently the case is 
that they propose to spend the 
last week of this campaign 
frightening the sick, frightening 
the elderly, frightening the vul- 
nerable by spreading deliberate 
.fibs and scare stories they know 
have absolutely no basis what- 
soever.” 

As for Labour warnings that 
the Ibries proposed to privatise 
state pensions, Mr Major said 
that was "absolutely scurrilous". 

Conservative governments 
bad up-rated the state pension 
each year, and would continue 
to do so, he said. “There is not 
' a shred of basis in fact for the 
scares they have been putting 
about," he added. 

But while both leaders have 
attacked each other for using 
scare tactics, both yesterday _ 
tried to put the fnghteneis on 
the electorate. 

Referring to Labour's 
planned windfall tax on priva- 
tised utilities, Mr Major said it 
was a tax which “they cynically 
claim wouldn’t hurt anybody.” 

He said that was not true; 
people would be hurt by it. “It 
would put up the cost of mak- 


ing a telephone call or hiring 
a room with yg or electric 
stove. It would hit pensioners 
and cut the value of shares held 
Try millions of savers.” 

That was just “for starters”. 
Kenneth Clarke, the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, then is- 
sued a “menu” or tax increases 
that Gordon Brown, the shad- 
ow Chancellor, could choose to 
use, to fill the alleged £I2bn 
“black hole” between his spend- 
ing and revenue plans. 

He said that Labour would 
need to increase taxes by £640 
a year for every household in the 
country to balance the books. 

However, when Mr Major 
was asked for his plans on the 
tax burden, he cfia not answer 
the question, and the answers ■ 
to repeated questions on VAT 
did not provide any assurance 
that the VAT base would not be 
extended, or that VAT rates 
would rise. 

The shadow Chan ceD or said 
Mr Major had spent the elec- 
tion evading the answer. “From 
now until election d ay, the 
Prime Minister must be hound- 
ed until he matches Labour’s 
commitment not to extend VAT 
to food, children’s clothing, 
public transport fares, and 
books and newspapers. 

“If he fails to do so, the 
British people will know what 
to expect from a fifth term 
Tory Government - more on 
VAT essentials.” 

Mr Blair told The Indepen- 
dent at his election press con- 
ference: "If we can get the tax 
burden down for ordinary fam- 
ilies of course we want to do 
that. But we ate wary of mak- 
ing guarantees to people pre- 
cisely because we do not want 
to repeat the mistakes Mr Ma- 
jor made in the last election.” 
He added Lhat he was also 
wary because “we are going to 
inherit a situation where the 
public .finances are in a veiy, 
very poor state ~. 

“But of course a 10 pence 
rate of [income] tax 

>] 
can 

help them we should.” He said 
that if there was scope for tax 
cuts under a Labour Govern- 
ment, that is where it would be 
done. 


starting rate of [ma 
would help [ordinary 
and I think if we pot 


Windfalls ripe for the picking 
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£550m 
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Now we’re really motoring: John and Norma Major trying out an XK8 during their visit to the Jaguar factory in Coventry Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

John Major will make himself 
the message t onight with an 
dectioo broadcast aimed at win- 
ning bade doubting lb ry voters. 

The election broadcast was 
filmed last night at Downing 
Street by the Prime Minister 
who curtailed a day of cam- 
paigning in the Midlands and 
the North-east to begin a me- 
dia blitz. 

The Prime Minister's broad- 
cast which will go out tonight 
win be in sharp contrast to 
Labour’s “Tbny Blair The 
Movie” - screened last nighL 
The script was agreed by the 
Prime Minister alter talks with 
Lord Saatchi late on Wednes- 
day night during a return flight 
from Scotland. 

“Our strategy is to show what 
it could be like under a Labour 
government. It is part of a big 
media push,” said one senior 
Conservative source. 

The Prime Minister will un- 


M^jor is the message 
in search for floaters 


derline his warnings that a 
Labour government would 
threaten prosperity and sign up 
to a federal Europe -two issues 
which Tory strategists believe 
have been malting wavering 
; again in the fi- 


! days of the campaign. 

It wiD be followed up by the 
Prime Minister in a series of. 
television interviews on Sunday, 
the BBC Panorama programme 
on Monday, and Radio 1 on 
Tbesday. . 

Tory party strategists believe 
Labour will enter the final week 
of the campaign by changing the 
emphasis to the “rewards” of a 
Labour government, focusing 
on their five pledges including 


taking 250.000 young people off 
the dole. 

That strategy was set out in 
Labour's “war book”, but the 
Tories are keen to use Mr Ma- 

suadlTthe “ion^^raws^To 
turn back to the Tbries. 

Mr Major privately concedes 
that he wished he had been able 
to speak more directly to more 
people but he continued to in- 
sist yesterday that the message 
on the doorstep was different 
from the polls. 

. He is refusing to give up in 
the face of expected defeat, as 
be did in 1992, although he is 
clearly looking as though the 
long campaign has taken its 


toll on his reserves of energy. 

He toured the Jaguar plant 
in Coventry with his wife, Nor- 
ma, to underline the econom- 
ic changes which have taken 
place since the days of Red Rob- 
bo and demarcation disputes. 
He sat behind the wheel of a 
Tory blue XK8 sports car cost- 
ing £56,625 but Mrs Major, 
who drives a Rover, said: *7ofm 
doesn’t earn enough to buy a 
Jaguar” 

If he loses next Thursday, that 
may change. 

Mr Major has not been al- 
lowed to drive a car since be- 
coming Prime Minister in 
November 1990, for security 
reasons, but he may be given 


new freedom to do so if the 
Tories are forced into opposi- 
tion. 

He may also soon be able to 
afford the Jaguar. 

Close friends have predicted 
that after delaying standing 
down to prevent an unseemly 
scramble for the leadership, he 
may go back to the City, possi- 
bly returning to his former ca- 
reer in banking. 

It is possible he could still 
plays an important role, even 
out of office, in the development 
of a single currency. Executives 
at Siemens have made it clear 
they support the single curren- 
cy and Jaguar executives were 
also in favour of the “wait and 
see” approach. 

Bibiano Boerio, the finance 
director of Jaguar, said: “From 
my personal perspective, it’s 


:ep shaping and managing. 

Tm a fighter and if you 
have an idea where you want to 
be, it’s best to be involved and 
to help shape il" 


Blair targeted in the final push 


Colin Brown 

Tbny Blair will be targeted for 
an intensified attack by Tbry par- 
ty leaders in the final push for 
the last seven days of the gen- 
eral election campaign. 

Tbry strategists privately say 
they have identified Mr Blair as 
one of the key targets, in order 
to undermine Labour's election 
campaign and restore confi- 
dence in floating Tbry voters. 

John Major md step up his 
assault on Mr Blair’s U-turns 
over policy, including Scottish 
devolution, but will leave the 
more personal attacks to lead- 
ing spokestnen^sneb as the par- 
ty chairman, Brian Mawimmey. 

The personal attacks on Mr 
Blair, which have included ad- 
vertisements showing the 


Labour leader as a ventrilo- 
quist’s dummy on German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
knee, have caused outrage but 
Tbry strategists believe they are 
striking a chord with voters. 

“We are finding in our polls 
that people are increasingly 
concerned at Blair's changes of 
policy. He looks tetchy under 
fire. We think he is frightened 
by the prospect of office and we 
are confident that the contrast 
between Major and Blair is 
going to damage Labour,” said 
one Tory source. 

“There is a growing feeling 
that we are hitting home when 
we compare Steady John 
against Suppeiy Tbny. We are 
appealing over the heads of the 
media and h is getting home to 
the people on the streets.” 


The campaign, which will in- 
tensity over the weekend, with 
no let-up by Mr Major on Sat- 
urday, wflj also focus on what 
the Tories claim is the "spiral of 
silence" by Labour over its eco- 
nomic plans, including a pro- 
posed June budget They wfll 
attack Labour for failing to 
show where the money is going 
to come from to plug the alleged 
£1.5bn black hole in Gordon 
Brown’s plans. 

The economy has been the 
main theme of the Conservative 
campaign, with the slogan 
“Britain is Booming”. Tory 
strategists believe the message 
is beginning to have hs effect on 
the opinion polls but will also 
link it to evidence of wide- 
spread Euro-scepticism, 

Mr Major will attack Mr 


Blair for threatening to give 
away British sovereignty at the 
same time as risking more job 
losses. “We are going to go on 
Europe, Europe and Europe. 
Europe is big and doing us 
wellT said the source. 

Conservative tracking polls 
showed the gap with Labour fell 
from 11 to six-and-a-half per 
cent at the start of the week, af- 
ter heavy attacks on Labour 
over Europe. Mirroring the 
I CM poll in the Guardian, the 
Tbry tracking poll showed 
Labour's lead had slipped to five 
points, which the Tbry strategists 
said had raised morale at Cen- 
tral Office: “We fed that we can 
really do it now.” 

Mr Major continued to play 
down the polls yesterday and 
said it was too early to say what 


the result of the election would 
be. But be warned: “The elec- 
tion on the doorstep will be very 
hard fought.” 

Although he has professed 
his confidence that he will win, 
Mr Major said yesterday: “I 
don't think anyone can predict 
with any certainty what the re- 
sult will be." 

Last night, he launched the 
final push by staking his hopes 
for victory on a twin attack on 
Mr Blair over his approach to 
Europe and the Scottish par- 
liament. In spite of Cabinet 
splits over Europe between 
Kenneth Clark and Michael 
Howard, Conservative strate- 
gists believe the voters have dis- 
counted the disunity factor and 
that their Euro-sceplic mes- 
sage is sinking in. 


BNP 

election 

film 

censored 
by C4 

Christian Wofmar 

Westminster correspondent 


Channel 4 is refusing to show 
a British National Party election 
broadcast in full tonight even 
though the same broadcast will 
be shown largely uncut by BBC 
and 1TV. 

The embarrassing disparity 
between the channels comes af- 
ter broadcasters successfully 
challenged the Prolife Alliance, 
which is fielding 56 candidates 
in the election, over showing de- 
tails of foetuses being aborted 
in its party political broadcast 
transmitted last night. 

One of the sequences taken 
out of the BNP broadcast on 
Channel 4's insistence shows a 
London high street, and faces 
of black people who arc iden- 
tifiable. and the commentary 
asks “Do you want the rest of 
Britain to end up like this 1 .’" 

The other shows a school in 
London's East End with signs 
in Urdu. Channel 4 argues that 
the scenes infringe Independent 
Television guidelines. 

The BBC and ITV have not 
removed these sequences, but 
have taken out another in which 
a~womnn with three children is 
clearly identifiable. The BBC 
and ITV argue that they are not 
m breach of guidelines and 
that it would not be feasible to 
ask everyone shown in the 
broadcast whether the BNP 
had asked their permission to 
be filmed. This is the ground 
on which Channel 4 has cen- 
sored the broadcast 

A spokesman for Channel 5 
said last night: “We will be 
looking at both the ITV/BBC 
version and the Channel 4 ver- 
sion and decide whether either 
is legal and can be transmitted." 

The confusion shows the lack 
of clarity of the law which is to 
be challenged tty the Prolife Al- 
liance after its High Court de- 
feat yesterday. The alliance 
attempted to challenge a BBC 
derision to remove almost half 
its five-minute broadcast on 
the grounds that it would offend 
public taste. The extracts 
showed various parts of the 
process of an abortion but 
Judge Dyson said that the BBC 
was quite entitled to rule that 
the extracts would offend. 

The judge said he recog- 
nised that freedom of expres- 
sion was an important human 
right, but, having seen the of- 
fending transmission, he sup- 
ported the BBCs derision. He 
described the film, which in- 
cludes footage of what he said 
were “mangled and mutilated" 
a boned foetuses, as “indeed 
shocking". 

The offending sections were 
bluned over with a statement 
saying that the broadcasting 
authorities had censored it and 
“if something is so horrifying 
that we are not allowed to see 
it, then perhaps we should not 
be tolerating il”. 

Josephine QuintavalJe. 
spokeswoman for the alliance, 
said: “We are taking advice 
about appealing to Europe but 
it is obviously too late for this 
broadcast. We see this as a 
wider issue than pro-life. We are 
very concerned that a few me- 
dia people have control over po- 
litical expression.” 

The alliance last night put the 
full uncensored version of the 
broadcast on its site on the the 
internet 
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KEY ARGUMENTS 


Both Labour and the Conservatives 
were In fighting mood. 

Tony Blair began the day with the 
spectre of a fifth-term Tory 
government "The choice is very 

simple. You either wake up [on 2 May] 
to the same old Tories who have got 
away with everything they wanted to, 
or a new start under Labour” he said. 

Later Stephen DorreD. the Health 
Secretary, hit back. *A rabbit caught in 
the headlights looks positively relaxed 
when compared with Mr Blair 
answering a question on economics,” 
Meanwhile another Conservative, 
the Chancellor Kenneth Clarke, was 
content to leave personal attacks to his 
colleagues. He was more interested in 
blowing his own trumpet 
“Immodestly - you are allowed to be 
immodest In elections - 1 lay claim to 
being the most successful Chancellor 
of the Exchequer since the war," he 
told the BBC's Today programme. 

. Malcolm Bruce, the Liberal 
Democrats' treasuryspokesman, was 
in equally upbeat mood during a BBC 
radio phooe-ln. 

“if the people of this country warn a 
liberal Democrat government- and ■ ■ 
mflRons do - they can sfiD vote one In," 
he said. '• 


Pledge by Labour's Jack Cunningham: ‘Wfflun a decade we could see 
Britain baric where H should be, among tee top 10 in the Olympics. I’m 

not saying number one or number two, but at least In the top 10, the 

place that we used to hold some years ago". Liberal Democrat sports spokesman 
Menses Campbell corid no* resist responding :‘On!y Liberal Democrats are going for 
grid by provld&ng real resources to make the difference to sport in schools " 
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THE OTHER PARTIES 


The Pro Life Alliance lost fis bid for 
permission to fight a decision by 
television stations to screen it* s 
party political broadcast A High 
Court judge ruled that there were "no 
grounds" for a judicial review. 

Meanwhile, today sees the launch often 
EMsty Yours party. Included in their 


revolutionary manifesto will be plans to 
introduce compulsory IQ tests tor MPs, 
installing a sleazeometer In the Commons, 
and the abolition of Council Tax to be 
replaced by a special tax on the lecture 
tours of Margaret Thatcher. The only 
problem is teat they have launched the 
party too late to field any candidates. 


MEDIA STAR 


ONE TO REMEMBER 


Voters were offered something to look forward to yesterday when John 
Prescott announced that he and Tony Blair would dance round a maypole In 
Downing Street after' the election in return for people coming out to vote 
Labouc Tony Blair and I will dance around teat maypole In Downing Street - 
providing we get everyone out to vote,” he told voters in Tynemouth- “So let's 
go around knocking on doors.” 



•SuMman Khan has more reason than the rest of ns to be -■ . 
-sickrif tiie. campaign. First his father; Imran Khan, launched a 
- bid to become Prime Mkuster of Pakistan. Then Ms 
grandfather, sir Janes GdWsmftfi, took ft upon Wmsetfto 
warn tee British people of tee threat from ^Europe. Wheeled 
■ ori oato the campaign trail on Putney Heath, Sulaimari could 
fake ft no more, and was sick all over his mother's chocolate- . 
'CQtouredjfress, sending fazed party officials scurrying for tee 
Wet Ones. 
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Vote for 
insanity, 
you 

know it 
makes 
sense 

Matthew Brace 

Britain is. not booming, it is 
barking -barking mad. Ask any- 
one Standing on Wes tmins ter 
Bridge yesterday afternoon in 
the presence of Screaming Lord 
Sutcb and 30 candidates stand- 
ing for his Official Monster 
Raving Loony Party. 

With the slogan “Vote for in- 
sanity: you mow it makes 
sense”, Lord Stitch launched Ins 
party’s manifesto, spelling out 
a brighter future for the nation. 

On health: free prescrip- 
tions, dental treatment and 
bearing aids and the compulsory 
wearing of wigs. On crime: 
standard-issue tandems for traf- 



Mad? John-Major lookalike Peter Friel posing with Monster Raving Loony ‘Batwoman’ on Westminster Bridge yesterday Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


fie police involved in high-speed 
pursuits. On education: a return 
to basics - the four Rs of read- 
ing, writing, rock and roIL And, 
on the burning issue of Europe: 
butter mountains to be made 
available for training British 
Olympic skiers, a ministry for 


pets to be responsible for issu- 
ing passports, and a single cur- 
rency, the yahoo. 

Some Loony policies are not 
quite as mad as they make out. 
A proposal to introduce special 
ramps cm the backs of buses to 
allow easier access for the el- 


derly and disabled was tested 
out by Steven Norris, the Con- 
servatives' transport minis ter 
last year. 

However, all is not well at 
Loony Headquarters - Bob’s 
Good time Blues bar in west 
London. Lord Sutcb himself. 


veteran rock V roll star and bon 
viveur, has had to pull out of his 
own personal campaign to look 
after his elderly mother who has 
suffered a falL And another of 
bis candidates has run in to hos- 
tility. Organisers of an election 
meeting m the Bradford North 


constituency last night banned 
Sutch’s man. Wild Willi Beck- 
ett, from attending, saying they 
want to cover serious issues. 
Conservative, Lib Dem and 
Labour candidates will aQ get 
a fair hearing while Wild Wffli 
is said to be wild with rage. ' 
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John Rental! 


After the headlines generated 
by I CM’S dramatic mid-week 
poQ, today's Independerafttoixj& 
poll shows Labour’s lead un- 
changed at 18 percentage 
points, in line .with other polls 
painting a placid picture of 
public opinion. 

But, while most pollsters are 
confident that the trend shown 
by ICM was due to statistical 
error, they are all nervous about 
the levels of party support. 

Tom Simpson, managing 
director of Harris, is working on 
estimates of what wouldhappen 
if there were a late swing to the 
Conservatives of Ifae same order 
as in 1992. On average, the final 
polls were nine points adrift 
then, with about one-thud of the 
error down to out-of-date 
information about the make-up 
of the electorate. So if voters 
have the same last-minute 
change of heart as five years ago, 
Labour's lead may endup being 
six points, lower than in the 
opinion polls. 

“Now the same factors may 
not be at work, but it would be 
a legitimate exercise to do 
alongside our final poll next 
week," Mr Simpson said. But on 
Harris’s numbers today it would 
only cut Labour’s lead to 12 
points, and leave Ibny Blair with 
a Commons majority of just 
over 100 seats. 

The unusual feature of 
Harris’s polls in the run-up to 
this election is that the number 
of don’t knows has risen during 
the campaign, instead of f alling; 
as expected. From 12 per cent 
five weeks ago, 16 per cent are 
now saying they do not know 
how they will vote. 

This feature, reflected in other 
polls, has been seized on by the 
Tories as evidence that there is 
“all to play for”. But many of 
these are already counted by the 
pollsters as “shy Tories" on the 
basis of how they say they voted 
last time, and who they dunk the 
best prime minister would be. 
OnlyMGRI refuses to make this 
adjustment. 

Today’s IndependentlHaim 
survey also continues to suggest 
the Labour vote is firmer than 
the Tbries’. Of Labour voters, 
80 per cent say they are “certain 
to vote Labour", while only 60 
per cent of Tbries say they are 
“certain to vote Conservative”. 
TWice as many Tbries (29 per 
cent) as Labour supporters ( 15 
per cent) say “there is a chance 
that 1 may change my mind 
before I vote”. 

The Liberal Democrats are 
the most popular second choice 
among potential switchers (28 
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POLL 


per cent of waverers name the 
Lib-Dems, 17 per cent Labour, 
14 per cent Tbries). 

There remains the puzzle of 
why I CM consistently pul 
Labour lower, and the lories 
and Liberal Democrats higher, 
than the other polls. Nick Spar- 
row, I CM managing director, 
attributes the difference to 
random telephone interviewing. 

But Gallup, which uses the 
same method, produces results 
more in line with the other 
companies whose interviewers 
speak to people face-to-facc. 
Andy Brown, head of research 
at Gallup, claim*; his methods 
are superior to ICMTs because 
telephone numbers are gener- 
ated at random by computer, 
while ICM take numbers at 
random from telephone direc- 
tories and then add another ran- 
dom number to die last digiL 
“TOM'S method means they get 
Fewer ex-directory numbers, 
because we know that ex-di- 
rectory numbers tend to cluster 
together,” Mr Brown said. 

He added that, surprisingly, 
the one-tfaird of the population 
which is ex-directory is more 
pro-Labour, reflecting the fact 
that they tend to be younger, 
unmarried, in rented housing 
and less likely to be in profes- 
. sional occupations. 

Meanwhile, analysis of the 
last local council by-elcctions 
before the general election by 
Colin Railings and Michael 
Thrasher of Plymouth Lfniver- 
sity, suggests a Labour lead of 
13 points. This is lower than the 
opinion polls, but what is 
heartening for the Tories is 
that the same analysis just 
before the general election five 
years ago put the two main 
parties neck and neck, if that 
relationship bolds good this 
time. Labour would win the 
general election by the same 
sort of margin at the five point 
lead in this week's ICM poll, 
pointing to a Labour majority 
of around 40 seats. 

Harris Research interviewed 
1,177 adults face-to-face in their 
homes between 18 and 21 April. 


Lib Dems beat 
Tories in the 

campaign style 


John Rentoul 


The Liberal Democrats have 
beaten the Tbries into third 
place when voters are asked 
which party has “run the most 
effective campaign so far", ac- 
cording to a MORI opinion polL 

In direct contrast to media 
commentators’ view that Tbny 
Blair has fought an uninspiring 
and error-prone campaign, 36 
per cent of those surveyed said 
Labour had run the best cam- 
paign. Labour was well ahead 
of the Liberal Democrats oq 13 
per cent, who pushed the Tbries 
into third place on 11 per ceat. 

The findings of the polL car- 
ried out on Tuesday this week 
for the Tones, are also at odds 
with the trend in party support 
in the polls over the five weeks 
of the campaign so fer. Labour’s 
average level of support hasfafl- 
en di^lhrfiram just above 50 per 
cent when John Major called the 
election in mid-March to just be- 
low 50 per cent now. . 

But Paddy Ashdown’s greater 
exposure during the- campaign 
seems to hhve helped lift the 
Liberal Democrats,- who have 
seen thejr poll ratings rise over 
the past five weeks. The average 

Ibrv poll rating has also risen 
sHgntly during the campaign, de- 
spite voters giving Mr Major’s 
camp ai gn a mg thumbs-down. 

Again contradicting most 
commentators. who haws been 
impressed with the Prime Mm- 


to the natipOr fewer voters are 
impressed!*)? thelbiy campaign 


this time than were five years 
ago. Comparing the figures 
with those published on 30 
March 1992, at the same stage 
of the last election campaign, 
suggests that Mr Ashdown is in 
feet dome worse than last time. 
In 1992, the Tbries came in third 
on 13 per cent, but the Liberal 
Democrats were named by 28 
percent, only just behind the 31 
per cent naming Neil Kinnock’s 
second and more stilted Labour 
campaign. 

This time, much of the me- 
dia's attention has been taken 
by Mr Blair’s uncertain start to 
the campaign- He was report- 
ed to be defensive in his Panora- 
ma interview with David 
Dimbleby and the “wobble" 
over the late change to party 
policy on privatisation attract- 
ed much coverage. Mr Ashdown 
is generally held to have had a 
good can^aign- When given air- 
time, he is said to come across 
exceptionally well and Liberal 
Democrat policies are popular 
when people know about them. 

Mr Major also impressed 
journalists with his decision to 
turn disunity over Europe into 
an impassioned plea to his par- 
ty and the country to trust him 
to negotiate with Britain’s Eu- 
ropean partners. 

The other big difference be- 
tween now and five years ago is 
that in l992only 26 per cent of 
those interviewed replied “none 
of them" or “don’t know" ■ 
against 37 per cent now, 

. Once again, it seems, the 
don't knows have iL 
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Banie dement 

Ahead of one of the most in- 
tensive campaigns conducted 
tyta British politician, -Paddy 
Ashdown last night launched 
whai he described as a crusade 
for a new politics. Casting aside 
aiya iggeatoo that the electorate 
rragbt vote tacticaBv to get rid of 
the Conservatives, Mr Ashdown 
lulled on electors to maximise 
the vote for Liberal Democrats 
throughout the country. 


campaign for crusade 


Ay^forhispartywasavbte 
for ‘‘victory,* he told a rally in 
Edinburgh. Thcilly accepting 
that there was no chance of him 
entering iO Downing Street, be 
made it clear that the vfcrory be 
had m mind was a “massive 
force” of liberal Democrat 
MPs who vreukl fight for reaj im- 
provements in education arid the 
health service. While Mr Ash- 
down’s party has picked up sup- 
port during the hustings, most 
polls put them three or four per- 


(Entagepcfinls behind the 18 per 
cent vote they attracted in the 
JasrgeneraJ election. 

Tne speech was meant to 
teunch the last seven days of las 
Campaign, during winch be will 
visit 30 constitu endes all over 
the country. MrAshdown will 
once more don his 'man-of-ac- 
tionmanile in the three days up 
to polling day, dashing around 
in a helicopter. Next Monday, 
Tuesday and Wsdne^day he wfll 
visit more than 20 seats. 


• Betiayinga degree of irritation 
owr suggestions by cfiaHusioned 
Tbay and LatCTffSuppartffirs that 
a vote for the liberal Democrats 
was “wasted”, he said die only 
vote which counted was for pofi- 
drapeopJe believed in. 

“u you want better schools, 

than is tgrotiog Liberal ife- 
mocraL The vote that doesn’t 
count, that won) make the dif- 
ference, is the Conservative or 
Labour vote - because they 


won’t do anything about the 
cuts, the sacked teachers, the ris- 
ing classes in our schools." 

There was very little to 
choose between Labour and the 
Tories - they bad the same 
mending limits, the same tax 
plans and the same failure to ex- 
plain bow improvements would 
be paid for. The Liberal De- 
mocrats attached price tags to 
their promises, be said. 

“The Labour Party has de- 
cided to fight this election on the 


awe-inspiring message: New 
Labour - no difference.’' Both 
Tories and Labour made im- 
possible promises of lower tax- 
es and better services, he said, 
pointing out that they had been 
in power for 50 years, but nei- 
ther had made any real differ- 
ence. “Don’t vote for more of 
the same. Don't be conned into 
voting from fear, vole for the 
things you believe in.’’ 

He said it was time for more 
than just a campaign. “Cam- 


• i 



Battle-hardened: Tony Be tin in hie Chesterfield constituency. I’m a soldier bi trie middle of a war. I wouldn’t want to tfiscuss my view of the generals’ Photograph: David Rose 


Kathy (Maria 


The fax machine in the kitchen 
of Tbny Berm's constituency 
borne whirs into action. ‘Ah, 
herecximemyinaiTKXionsfrom 
MUlbank Tower, telling me 
what to say about evajthing, ° 
he observes: "They get sent to 
all the candidates twice a day. 
I file them away very carefully. ” 

Mr Be nn already knows what 
he wants to tell the people of 
Chesterfield, the Derbyshire 
market town lie has represent- 
ed since 1984. His election 
p osier declares that he wflj 
“conscientiously works as a 
committed socialist” for “full 
employment — a big house- 
building programme ... a fair- 
er tax system ... trade union 
rights'*. 

These are not the Jrind of 
pledges that are found in the 
Labour Party manifesto. Then- 


Tea-drinking prophet keeps his 
profile low and expectations high 


again, Mr Berm has never been 
noted for being a conformist. 

The prophet of the hard left, 
is fighting his seventeenth cam- 
paign. He entered Parliament 
m 1950. when Tbny Blair was 
not yet a twinkle in his father’s 
eye, and has more ministerial 
experience than any other MP 
in the Labour ranks. 

Now 72, Mr Benn has no 
pto fo retire reasoo is his 
attachment to Chesterfield, the 
former mining town that gave 


- in support of iris local Second 
Division football team, which 
made it to the FA Cup semi-fi- 
nals. 

“There is something to be 
said for experience without 
ambition,” he says, puffing on 
his pipe. “Anyway, there are 
nine million pensioners and 
they’re entitled to be repre- 
sented in Parliament" 
ft must be said that Tbny 
Benn looks fighting fit. He 
darts around his fiat in the 
:of Chesterfield Labour 


tol constituency. 

He has even been spotted 
this weekwearing a blue rosette 


grounds 
Chib, m 


ib, making endless cups of 
the drink that fuels him from 
morning to night lea. “They've 


introduced a new pyramid tea 
bag, have you seen them?" he 
enthuses. On the wall b a paint- 
ing of a Yorkshire pit village, a 
present from Arthur ScaigflL 
He raps with unflagging en- 
ergy against his favourite 
demons: Brussels, the global 
economy, the profit motive. 
Tbs only hint of declining men- 
tal agility comes when he tries 
to recall the country where 
Kenneth Kaunda was presi- 
dent “This is what they call a 
senior moment ITU come back 
to me in the night” 

This is the man who 18 
months ago accused Mr Blair 


of frying to destroy socialism. 
In 1992, be said the Labour Par- 
ty had lost the electron because 
it was too right wing. But for 
now, like others on the for left, 
Mr Benn is keeping his own 
counsel. 

“Tm a soldier in the middle 
of a war,” he says. “If I was 
putting on my tin hat and get- 
ting into the landing craft on D- 
Day, I wouldn’t want to discuss 
my view of the generals. At the 
moment, the most important 
thing is to get rid of a govern- 
ment that has inflicted the most 
horrific damage on this 
country." 


He cannot, though, avoid 
the occasional barbed com- 
ment. Discussing Edward 
Heath, he says he respects him 
because he is consistent. “The 
people I cannot abide are those 
who haven’t got an opinion un- 
til they read the latest Gallup 
poll” He observes that Nelson 
Mandela did not succeed “be- 
cause he. bad a spin doctor or 
a new suit". 

And, although careful not to 
predict future party divisions, he 
warns that a Labour govern- 
ment would face high expecta- 
tions. “Popular aspirations will 
surface. It’s going to be a baity 
time.” 

Mr Benn says he no longer 
wants or expects office. "If 
there are voices to be heard, 
they’re probably better heard 
with freedom,” he adds, omi- 
nously. His silence is unlikely to 
last much beyond 2 May . 


while Red Ken goes on a Millbank diet 


Kim Sengupta 


Ken Livingstone was not saying ■ 
anything much - not just be- 
cause his mouth was full of 
inwsala dosa in the Indian cafe, 
but because the MP for Brent 
East is on the Millbank diet. 

Apparently, Labour's spin 
doctors did not want the caus- 
tic critic of new Labour to^ be 
too voluble during the election 
■camp aig n. So he is on a vow of 
silence. For the ever so loqua- 
cious former GLC leader, this 
is akin to a vow of celibacy by 
Steven Norris. r ■ •' 

“In 1992 they told me not to 
speak for five weeks,’’ said Mr 
Livingstone. “This time no or- 
ders have arrived from MflJ- 
hank. They don’t directly send 
me any memos any longer, be- 
cause I would tell them to sod 
offi Bui I am not going to say 
anything now, I don't want to 
be blamed if things go wrong. 

I may have plenty tp say come 

though we have conduct- 
ed an interview with him, itwas 
en tirely off the reconi Here is 
how Nov Labour likes Ken to 

be. quoted. Wbat about fos 

views on the leadership? He 
was hardly complimencpy: 

. u . 

. he said 
He could scarcely hide life 
amusement as he continued. . 

Asked whether Tfony Biair 

was really a. Tory, Livingstone 

tetflyi * 4 



Bread and butter socialist: Kan LMngstone,wfw is finding new Labour not entirety to his taste Photograph: Brian Harris 


”, before adding: “And that’s 
what -comes of too much spin 
doctoring," But what- about 
the grip of the spin doctors on 
the campaign? At an 
ftinch. Mr Ijvihgstcrae's mend 


described the reaction he got 
whenever he walked into MiU- 
bank “ • 

Wsvmg a glass of sancerre he 
smiled, .“The only things miss- 
ing were the strings of garlic and 


the crucifix.” 

Mr Livingstone’s public ret- 
icence on new Labour has ex- 
cited his They opponent Mark 
Francois: “He has new Labour 

era his campaign leaflets, but we 

all know what he feels about 


Tbny Blair, he has been, less 
than complimentary in foe past. 
Does he really believe in the 
polities of new Labour? 1 doubt 
it,” Mr Francois was a council- 
lor at the home of Essex Man, 
BasDdon, for four years. He was 


bom in Islington and says he 
works in the defence industry. 

He said: “I am fighting this 
seat to win. I was adopted in 
1995, and I have had two years 
to work at this. Europe has be- 
come the key issue now, and 
Ken Livingstone is an Euro- 
Federalist. I am against a mon- 
etary union. I do not believe the 
huge lead Labour has got in the 
opinion polls and 1 think we 
have got a very good chance." 

Mr Livingstone has a ma- 
jority of 5,971. And his fervently 
Europhik stance, say the locals, 
is unlikely to dent this. Even 
Tory voters cannot seem to 
help feeling a sneaking respect 
for him. 

Shopping at WxDesden Lane. 
Margaret Cameron, a former 
bank worker aged 36, said: “I 
voted Ibty last time. But this 
time I shall be voting for Ken 
Livingstone. I know his politics 
are a bit to the left but he is an 
honest man. I am seeking and 
tired of all the corruption sur- 
rounding the Ibries. I know 
Ken Livingstone would never 
accept any brown envelopes.” 

Shopkeeper Eddie GoodaD, 
another former Conservative, 
would not be voting at all this 
time. “I voted for Maggie, but 
I cannot vote for Jobs Major. 
I cannot go for Labour, because 
they do not seem to stand for 
anything at alL No, I am not 
that worried about the Labour 
left. Red Ken is meant to be 
left, but I have to admit he has 
been a bloody good con- 
stituency MP," he said. 


paigns are short-term. They 
are. about winning votes. Cru- 
sades are about beliefs. They are 
about the long term.” 

Given that his party had 
been out of power for ha if-a- 
century, Mr Ashdown named 
Gladstone and Lloyd George as 
role models for his new politics. 

Earlier in the day, Mr Ash- 
down visited the 1,600- pupil 
Cockshut Hill comprehensive 
school in Yardley, a three-way 
marginal in Birmingham. The 


headteacher, David Gentle, 
showed him a newly built sci- 
ence block which’ hud cost 
£500,000 but which teachers be- 
lieved was badly designed^ 

Mr Gentle said it would hare 
been better designed if the ar- 
guments of the school had been 
taken on board by the local au- 
thority, Mr Ashdown believed 
that his comments vindicated the 
Libera) Democrats' insistence on 
a degree of independence in the 
way schools spent their money 1 . 


Anti-racist 
measures 
promised 
by Blair 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Tbny Blair last night issued a 
warning that active radsis would 
face a new offence of racial ha- 
rassment, and a new crime of 
racially motivated violence un- 
der a Labour gov ernme nt. 

Interviewed on ZEE TV, the 
Asian satellite and cable chan- 
nel, the Labour leader indicat- 
ed that any government led by 
him would take tough action 
against racial attacks. 

The Labour manifesto says: 
“Britain is a multiracial and 
multicultural society. All its 
members must have the pro- 
tection of the law.” But Mr Blair 
was forced to defend the con- 
troversial use of a bulldog - a 
symbol associated with the ex- 
treme right British National 
Party-in one of his party's elec- 
tion broadcasts. 

. The use of Fitz the bulldog 
was a calculated move to 
demonstrate Labour patriotism 
- but it was seen as too nation- 
alist by some critics. Mr Blair 
was told m the interview that the 
bulldog would strike fear into 
the hearts of ethnic minorities 
because of its link with the 
BNP, and he was asked whether 
its use was not “insensitive". 

"The Labour leader said: “I 
hope people don’t look on it in 
that way, and I am sure they 
don’t. The Labour Party’s com- 
mitment to anti-racism is very 


dear and well-established. So I 
hope people lake it in the spir- 
it in which it is intended - to 
symbolise a Britain that’s having 
tremendous difficulties under the 
Conservative government, with 
drift instead of leadership, and 
with the country being run for 
the few, not the many. 

Mr Blair went on to repeat the 
“one nation" theme that he had 
played very hard at his morning 
press conference. “The Labour 
Party had to become a truly one - 
nation party,” he said. “We are 
the party that represents people 
from all walks of life today in 
Britain”. Since the Tories had 
come to power in 1979, he said, 
they had not built one nation. 
“There’s greater division now 
than ever before.” He said a mas- 
sive difference could be made to 
the cottony if there was a dif- 
ferent government. 

On immigration. Mr Blair 
said: “There have to be firm 
controls, but they should be 
fair.” 

He rejected a suggestion that 
Asians were being obstructed in 
the Labour Party by disputes 
over membership irregularities 
and selection procedures. 

“I am in favour of encour- 
aging Asian people into the 
Labour Party. But it's always got 
to be done on a fair and prop- 
er basis,” he said. "We stand to 
increase significantly the num- 
ber of Asian MPs after the 
election." 


HOW I WILL VOTE: 

MARK WIGGLESWORTH 

Searching for a 
sense of society 


Mark Wggleswordu conductor, is 
Musk Director of the Premiere En- 
semble and the BBC National Or- 
chestra of Wales. He has worked 
with many of the » orid's leading 
orchestras including the Berlin 
Philkamwnic and the London 
Philharmonic 

How will you be voting? 

Liberal Democrat 

Why? 

Europe is important. 1 think 
they are the only party that sees 
Europe in terms of political co- 
operation. The other two par- 
ties are only interested in selling 
Europe in terms of how it ben- 
efits us as individuals. The 
whole idea that it could be 
good for people to work to- 
gether is never really discussed. 
The Tories and Labour will 
only sell it to us if it is going to 
benefit our pockets. 

Generally all the policies that 
the two main parties are selling 
are based on selfishness. That's 
very depressing; that people 
should vote based on what is 
best for them, rather than what 
is best for the community. The 
idea that tax is a dirty word is, 
I think, extraordinary. It bene- 
fits everybody to have good 
services. The amount of extra 
tax they are talking about is so 
little for the individual. People 
might think that they don't 
benefit from the transport sys- 
tem if they use their car, or they 
don't benefit from eduction tf 
they don't have children, but we 
an benefit if society is strong. 

The idea of cooperation and 
the fact that people may not 
in their own 
accounts is an issue that 
only the Lib Dems are prepared 
to lead on. People only think 
they can make these promises 
because they will never get 
elected, bat they seem the only 
party who see politicians as 
leados rather than followers. 
The other parties react to the 
polls and do whatever people 
want in order to get elected 
whereas the liberal party sticks 
its neck out in a far more ad- 
mirable way. 


What do you think of Paddy 
Ashdown? 

To be honest I don't think the 
people are that important; it’s 
the philosophies that matter, 
and be embodies the philosophy 
of the party. All the leaders arc 
intelligent people, but it's not so 
much a question of who they are, 
as what they believe in. niddy 
Ashdown believes in a sense of 
community, a sense of society 
and a sense of future, though not 
just the immediate future. 

The issue I feel most strong- 
ly about is PR. There are only 
100 or so seals where your vole 
will make a difference, and for 
everybody else the vote is ir- 
relevant and that is extraordi- 
nary, For the vast majority of 


people the election is a waste of 
time, and that can’t be right. 

What do you think of tacti- 
cal voting? 

I’m all for tactical voting. I don't 
need to do it in my constituen- 
cy because the Liberals are iu 
second place. Bui I think Labour 
is closer to the Liberal party than 
the Tbries. What Pd really like 
is lor neither Labour nor the 
Ibries to get a majority: then PR 
might become a reality. I think 
Tbny Blair’s attitude to PR wiU 
be conditioned tv lus majority. 
If he has a landslide victory 
there is no way PR will be high 
on his agenda. If he needs the 
Liberals then it probably will be, 
and I find that depresing be- 
cause his band will have been 
forced, but the outcome is a po- 
tentially exciting one. 
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Fran Abrams 

political Correspondent 

Labour has come up with the 
ultimate election promise - 
Britain would bring home 
Olvmpic gold under a Blair 
government, the part/sheritage 
spokesman said yesterday. 

“Within a decade we could 
see Britain back where it should 
be - amone the top 10 in the 
Olympics. I'm not saying num- 
ber one or number two. but at 
least in the top 10, the place that 
we used to hold some time ago, 
jack Cunningham said. 

He was pinned down to a spe- 
cific pledge by Tom McNab, the 


British Olympic coach, at the 
launch of Labour's sporting 
plans. Mr McNab had gone 
aJoog, with a bevy of other 
sporting stars, to support the 
party's plans. 

Acknowledging that things, to 
coin a phrase from Labour’s 
campaign song, could only get 
better for Britain's sportsmen 
and women, Mr Cunningham 
blamed the Conservatives. 

“We have examined the rea- 
sons why. We are not short of 
talent We can fairly point the 
finger at the failure of the Tory 
government to nurture sporting 

achievement,” he said. 

Labour, he went on, would 


put Britain back in the world 
sports superleague. Further- 
more, it would fight to bring the 
World Cup and other major in- 
ternational events to Bri tain. 

Among the guests at the 
launch was the r unner Brendan 
Foster, who won numerous 
med al s under the last Labour 
government including the gold 
m the 10,000 metres at the 
197S Commonwealth Games. 

Mr Foster was joined by Tes- 
sa Sanderson, who threw the 
javelin at five Olympics and won 
gold at Los Angeles in 1984. 
Also present were Shaun Ed- 
wards, former captain of die 
Great Britain rugby league 


team, Brian Moore, former 
England rugby union player 
and Jody Oakes, the interna- 
tional shot-putter. 

Ms Sanderson said after- 
wards that she had voted Con-' 
servarive at the last election but 
that she would be supporting. 
Labour this time. 

“Britain is very talented at 
sporL There are a k>t of kids out 
there at grassroots who aren't 
getting the opportunities and 1 
think Labour will try to do 
that," she said. 

Labour has promised a range, 
of measures, from a new em- 
phasis on children's play to a 

new youth sports unit m the De- 


partment of National Heritage. 

In a aw document, Labour's 
Sporting Nation, the party called 
yesterday for an end to the sale 
of school playing fields, a more 
- strategic approach to grants for 
sport, a belter British Academy 
of Sport than the one offered by 
the Conservatives and a task- 
force for football 
lam Sproak tee sports min- 
ister, was not impressed. 
“Rinnfly enough they said noth- 
ing about these issuesuutil af- 
ter - we announced our 
comprehensive plans. If is rime 
for sports fans up and down the 
country to show labour the red 
card,”- he said. 








D minus 7. Nipper . 

was explaining the 
Mawfamney 
Bounce to Auntie; 

about how you take 

a low grade story (in this case 
an ancient leak) and use it to 



news Stories off the evening 
Imflerins. lb do it successfully* 

. he told her, you needed total shamelessness; 
a sham»Ji*«y iie ss that be didn't entirely 


Actually Auntie understood it all perfectly 
.. weO, but she indulged the boy, sensing that 

he needed to talk. Waiting for the big event 

of the day to start - ami with, the moment of 
dedatm so dose — all of them lived from 
Twtmttf- to poll to poDL By this hour, 

seven days from now, several miflkm voters 
from Stiriing to the Sollies would already 

have ma<V tht-h- rie e fefo ns. - 

Oat of habit she took yet another look at 
the gathering piranhas. Placing themselves 
in a fleshy wodge at the side and centre of 
tite haD were the TV bigwigs; the guys 
whose reputations within their mdustries 
rested upon their performance in these few 
weeks. 

The largest and most . . ' ' 

influential of them she bad ' - > TT 
dubbed “Unde Herbert”, £ I±2 

• after her mother's brother. • T . • - 

That Herbert - when . ijlOVQ 


- had cultivated the habit of 
taking up the whole of a very 


Family matters; The Goldsmith dan. Sir James, Annabel carrying Sulaiman and Jemima, on the campaign traU yesterday Photograph: Brian Harris 


Clare Gamer 

Maybe Sulaiman was trying to 
say something. First dad. Now 
granddad. All of a sudden, Su- 
laiman - who has spent the first 
five months of his life canvass- 
ing ad nauseam -was physical- 
ly sick. 

His mother, Jemima Gold- 
smith, mopped up the mess 
from her chocolate-coloured 
velvet sleeves. To her it was baby 
business as usual, but to the en- 
tourage of Referendum Party 
stage managers, it was an in- 
terruption for which they were 
fll-pzepared. 

While yesterday’s stroll on 
the edge of Putney Heath may 
not have been quite what Su- 
laiman had had in mind when 
his mother tucked him up in his 
baby Gap gear, he has little 
choice. 

Jemima explained: “1 can’t 
really leave him behind. I 
haven’t got anyone to leave 


Family outing to sell 
grandad’s message 


him with,” no doubt striking a 
chord with many a single moth- 
er. Mother and son were out 
campaigning with Sir James, 
who is fighting Putney, and 
David MeDor on his referendum 
crusade. 

Sulaiman has been on the po- 
litical beat since “day one.” 

He is, according to Jemima, 
“remarkably unfazed” about 
being hauled around the hous- 
es. “I think he enjoys it,” she 
said. “I think he gets bored now 
sitting in a nursery.’' 

The electioneering in Pak- 
istan was certainly good prac- 
tise for Sulaiman, who even 


knew how to handle the men 
with long lenses. “Can you look 
to your right, please,” yelled a 
snapper as the family posed for 
the press. The youngest subject 
was first to obey his orders. 

Jemima continued: “This is 
a bit public for me. Td prefer 
to go on my own, door to door 
with a pram ... actually, its dif- 
ficult to talk to people when 
there are press around.” 

Whether or not it was down 
to the presence of the press, 
Je mima spoke far more pas- 
sionately about her son than the 
Referendum Parly yesterday. 

“He goes everywhere with 


me.” she said, adjusting her veil 
and his hood simultaneously. 
“He’s attached to me. He's a 
good boy, really. He's so easy. 
He’s portable.” 

And when asked whether 
having Sul aim an on board 
helped to break the ice on 
doorsteps, she admitted: “It 
helps me, I don’t know whether 
rt helps other people.” 

Jemima was determined, 
however, to appear more than 
a mere puppet on daddy’s 
string. 

Challenged on whether she, 
herself, held strong views on Eu- 
rope, she replied: “Of course I 


da Why do you think Tm here? 
It’s not just because I am my fa- 
thers daughter that I'm doing 
this. Fve got more convictions 
than t h«t- ** 

Unlike some other people 
she could name. “The biggest 
crime is the politicians chang- 
ing their views minutes before 
the electron.” . 

While bo- canvassing practise 
in Pakistan seemed to come in- 
bandy, Jemima refused to be 
drawn into making parallels 
between canvassing with her 
husband and her father. 

“It’s a separate campaign,” 
she insisted. 

But the MeDor camp was 
quick to proffer a parallel. A 
spokeswoman at the campaign 
office said there was no point in 
panicking about Jemima’s pres- 
ence in Putnw. “We don t see 
it as a threat/ she said. 

“She (Jemima) did it for her 
husband - and it didn't do him 
much good." 


wide apart jovially rebuking 

his relatives in very loud ITU 

voice. 

Yesterday this Unde SP€ 

Herbert had taken up an extra . r . 

nrinnte of everyone's time by CQHipOS 
correcting the second page of _ , 

a party press release, (one - - SWC1 

tbat had been written by a . 

harassed Prodigy very late at . 
night). 

“I was under the impression," he had said, 
his voice redolent with ponderous burnout 


oked - ‘heel 


apital ‘A’, 

I* had two 


“that Achill es’ was spelled with a capital ‘A’, 
and - the last time I looked - ‘heel’ had two 
fe’ai” ;• 

“So does ’arsehofe”'. Big A1 had 
whispered in her ear. r . 

And there Was the frizzy-haired assistant 
editor offthe major establishment 
newspaper, a woman used -since earliest 
childhood - to being told (correctly) how 
brilliant she was. In press conferences this 
confidence exhibited itself in publicly 
po f n ting out interesting things that she had 
noticed to her colleagues, and to the 
politicians. . 

Auntie turned away from Nipper. A jovial 
Mr Brown was introducing a list of eminent 
switchers (some of whom she had actually 
heard of) who were now enthusiastically 
endorsing the Candidate. 

Then there was the filmed message from 
the rough diamond entrepreneur, whose 


videoed Ups wld the 

that he S the OmdiiWt . 
because “he was rcall> up, fer n, 
aggressive, longing tor A. 

He certainly was. When hi. • 
entered and walked through 

the middle of the room she 
realised she was witnessing the 
transformation of the man that 
she had known from politician . 

to celebrity; a celebrity who the 

campaign was over - she might never know 

fl8 Oaa in rovemmeut qualities other than- 
Icwalty and friendship would be needed. 

This she knew. 

Auntie watched him shun the 
microphone, and stand as dose as presible 
to his audience - speaJang fluently without 
notes about his vision of Britain. She 
loathed adulation, but he was new a 
complete star young, handsome, keen ana 

hC Had Lord Lloyd Webber defected, she 
could easily imagine specially composed 
music swelling, and the Candidate advancing 
down the aisle, pausing, and then breaking 
into song - his tuneful baritone telling the 
world of his love of country 
^ and his wishes for future 

... generations. At the 

£ Had Lord 

Lloyd Webber S' 

defected, she 

could easily ^£™^ ioin 

Tma.Pl TIP scene out of that movie 

lUl<ag±llC starring Liza Minclii. If only 

specially the voters could see what 

composed music But they couldn't. Fifty 

* b minutes later they drove out 

swelling? of London in one of the big 

7° battlebuses, its sides covered 

in cheerful and highly 
coloured slogans. But as they went no-one 
waved, no-one cheered, no-one jeered or 
shouted. 

On the posterless streets of mile after 
mile of sullen suburbs there was nothing but 
the billboards. Behind these blank doors and 
windows were the millions who would soon 
decide whether the Candidate would be able 
to offer his country anything other than his 
resignation. What the hell were they 
thinking ? 

At seven she was back at HQ to collect 
her coat and bag before escorting the 
Candidate to the TV studios forms latest 
big performance. On her way out she passed 
by a TV screen showing the familiar bars of 
an opinion poll graphic. This one gave her 
. party 63%, the Grey Man s lot 27% and the 
Marine 2% - a lead of 36% ! Was she 
dreaming? 

“Thke no notice,” said a small voice, “it’s 
only Sty’s *just a bit of ftin’ phone-in poll. 

It’s funny, but we still don’t really know 
what’s going on out there.” 



Refusenik loses fight for the right not to vote 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

It is a quintessentially English 
dispute. In one comer, a de- 
termined home counties non- 
voter who, disillusioned with 
politics, demands that his name 
be removed from the electoral 
register. In the other, the forces 
of bureaucracy. They refuse 
doggedly to comply - solely, it 
appears, because they do not 
believe they have to. 

The issue has given rise to an 
extraordinary 15-month corre- 
spondence between our hero, 
who wishes to remain anony- 
mous, and the authorities. 

This electoral refusenik, who 
lives in Hampshire, has no wish 
to evade taxation or to break the 
law. He merely wishes formal- 
ly to renounce his right to vote. 
The nub of his problem is that 
while it is not unlawful not to 


appear on the register, it is un- 
lawful not to fill in the regis- 
tration form. And filling in the 
form leads, inexorably, to 
appearance on the register. 

His first foray into the narrow 
world of local electoral bu- 
reaucracy took place in No- 
vember 1995. He had been on 
the roD since the 1960s, but now 
his anger at what be describes 
as “a bizarre and lugubrious 
search for political leadership ... 
among the floating voters” got 
the better of him. He asked to 
be removed from the draft 
electoral register. 

The request brought a swift 
but predictable response from 
a junior council official. House- 
holders were required to fill in 
their details on “Form A”, it 
said. These details could be 
placed on a register of “other 
electors”, if there was a good 
case for suppressing them. 


As be had already filled in the 
form, Mr No was not 
impressed. “With the greatest 
respect, your letter, seems to 
miss the point,” he replied. 
“Can we now move on to more 
profitable ground? 

“I formally abrogate my vot- 
ing rights and do not wish to be 
a voter ... This does not mean 
that I do not want to vote but 
rather that I do not even wish 
to be associated with the con- 
stituency of voters. I am termi- 
nating all association with the 
body politic and refuse to ap- 
pear as ary form of elector." 

The reply was curt: “Thank 
you for your letter ... I have re- 
tained your name on the Reg- 
ister of Electors as required by 
Law. Yours Faithfully." 

The refusenik tried agai n : 
“Dear Sir. Not good enough. I 
shall take the matter further 
through the Parliamentary 


Ombudsman. Yours FaithfoDy.” 

And so he did. fit a long, elo- 
quent missive be made his case 
pungentiy. “It is only if the elec- 
tor rejects participation in the 
circus that Parliamentarians 
will recognise the extent of 
[theirj folly,” he thundered. 
But to no avail. 

The reply was longer, but no 
more helpful The Parliamen- 
tary Ombudsman could not 
heip, it said. 'Ey the Local Gov- 
ernment Ombudsman. 

And so, again, he did. Again , 
a lengthy reply, this time from 
an “investigator”. Again, no 
joy. The Local Government 
Ombudsman, it said, could not 
help. No injustice bad taken 
place that would justify an in- 
vestigation. 

This time the refusenik took 
to the telephone. 

His call to the district oom- 
cfl drew a response from its 


solicitor, but still little progress. 
It was now October 1996. He 
should wait for the new draft 
register to appear in November 
and then object, it suggested. 
And so, again, he did. On 7 
December. Then he waited for 
a reply. And waited. 

- Finally, on 14 March, his pa- 
tience broke. He telephoned the 
council to complain. Another 
three weeks went by. The elec- 
tion campaign began. On 9 
April came a response, again 
from the solicitor. “On looking 
through the file I have to ac- 
knowledge that I have let you 
down. 1 have somehow got it 
into my head that your appeal 
lay with the Coiiniy Court ... I 
appreciate this is a matter you 
again may wish to take up with 


the Ombudsman," it said. To 
add insult to injury, it suggest- 
ed he wait until the 1997 draft 
register appeared in November. 

The refusenik's reply last 
weekend was more in sorrow 
than in anger: “Let me ask you 
a simple question - it is rhetor- 
ical, I do not crave a reply, only 
silent reflection," he began. “Is 
the act of not voting a dear and 
unequivocal proof of the elec- 
tor’s rejection of the election?" 

If so, how did the solicitor feel 
about the fact that between 70 
and 80 percent of voters did not 
turn out at local elections? Whs 
he apprehensive? Or did he, like 
the politicians, not really care? 

“You have successfully frus- 
trated me.” he concluded. “Jus- 
tice delayed is justice denied." 
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Ashdown stumped by question 
of men-only list of new peers 



Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Paddy Ashdown was stumped 
yesterday by the contrast be- 
tween his call for a fair deal for 
women and his own decision to 
nominate three men for life 
peerages in last week’s honours 
let. 

Opening an election press 
conference on the party's poli- 
cies to help women at work and 
home, the Liberal Democrat 
leader said: “There could be no 
greater symbol of the need to 
change the male-dominated 
House of Commons in that in 
the Commons we have a shoot- 


But when The Independent 
asked him why he had chosen 
not to elevate Emma Nicholson 
to the House of Lords last 
week, picking three men 
instead, Mr Ashdown said: 
“Because she’s an ME” 

As Parliament has been dis- 
solved, there are no MPs, and 
because Emma Nicholson de- 
fected to the Liberal Democrats 
from the Conservative bench- 
es, as MP for Devon West and 
Tonidge, she has been left with 
no seat to contest in the current 
election campaign. 

Pressed again to ex plain why 
he bad picked three men for fife 
peerages - Sir David Steel Sir 


were all people who had given 
long and distinguished service 
•to the party. 

The press conference theme 
was designed to coincide with 
National Take Our Daughters 
to Wsrk Day -a scheme to pro- 
vide young girls with an idea of 
the world of wort 

Diana Mad dock, the party 
spokeswoman on women and 
family policy, said: “Over limit : 
lion women will go to work to- 
day. 

“They will be joined at work 
by thousands of teenage girls 
observing their mums and dads 
at work. 

“Sadly, too often, they will see - 


ble hours, low pay and poor ma- 
ternity rights. These ‘glass ceil- 
ings’ must be shattered.” 

She said that tbeparty poli- 
cy forwomen at home wqmld of- 
fer an acceleration of the 
equitable splitting of pensions 
on divorce, ihe mtroduction of 
- a carer's benefit, and improve- 
ment rathe availability ofrefuge 
' places for women fleeing from 
violent partners. 

Forwomen at work, the par- 
ty promised free pre-school ■ 
places for all three- and four- 
year-olds, encouragement of 
more child-care provision by 
extending tax relief, and an 
extension of employment and 



THE SOUL OF 
THE PARTY 

Photographer David Modell has spent 
two years on the trail of the Tories. 

nf £L C * reS f pture the temper 
of the Party as it approaches another 
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Michael Streeter 

finds Redditch 
influenced by 
Tories' broadcast 
attack on Labour 

A perceived failure of the 
Labour Party to set the election 
campaign alight is influencing 
some msfltasionecl Conserva- 
tives to vote Tbiy again, accord- 
ing to The Independent s group 
of voters in a key marginal seaL 
Some of the R&dditch group 
- all former Conservative vot- 
ers - regard John Major as con- 
ducting a more effective 
campaign and there are indi- 
cations that the recent jparty 
election broadcast depicting 
new Labour as a "rootless tree” 
has struck a chord. 

Promisingly for Tbny Blair, 
his party’s pledge to raise flbn 
for the health services from the 
midweek lottery has been 
favourably received. But more 
ominously for him , there are 
signs that the state of the econ- 
omy, and its prospects under a 
change of government, are play- 
ing more and more in the minds 
of so-c&Ued Mondeo Man 
across middle En glan d. 

The common ground be- 
tween local Tory and Labour 
campaigners that the result in the 
Hereford and Worcester seat - 
where Labour needs a swing of 
just over 3 per cent to win -may 
be doser than indicated by na- 
tional polls is also bom out by 
the group’s views. Among the 
undecided there is admiration 
for the Liberal Democrat poli- 
cies, bat a stronger slide towards 
staying with the lories rather 
than trusting the uncertainty of 
a Labour government. 

Steven Marriott, 28, had 
wanted to vote Labour for the 
first time but will now support 
the Tbries. “The campaign has 
disappointed me, if s Kke they 
sa; a Punch and Judy show. I 
thought the parties were going 
to seu themselves but they're 
just bickering. I eapected'fony 
Blair would have something to 
say.” He is concerned about tax 
rises but has seen nothing fiom 
new Labour to injure bun. 

Roger Jones, 42, an invoice 
manager, remains undecided 
but was swayed by the rootless 
tree broadcast. “I thought that 
was a vote getter and for me a 
real eye opener. It brought' 
home that Labour change their 
pbUcdes all the time." He is’ 
waiting to. see if Mr Blair, can 
produce new polity initiative. 
Another group member, Bri- 
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Lang in 

row over 
Scottish 
job fears 


to vote 
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Fuel stop: A man concentrating on his food yesterday In the' key marginal seat of Redd itch 


an Nicholls, 60, a butcher, has 
been more confused than en- 
lightened so far. “The cam- 
paign has been, very negative 
and more, about one-upman- 
ship." He had considered vot- 
ing Labour but believes he will 
sock with “what 1 know" on the 
issues that matter most, trust 
and the economy, again dtiog 
die rootless tree broadcast 
. The economy also concerned 
lion el Baird, 52, a paramedic 
who had been determined to vote • 
for Mr Blair but has switched 
back to Mr Major. Tm looking 
to retire ip five or.sk years and 
. Pm reafor starting to Hunk about 
what win happen to my invest- 
ments. I tall depends on growth 
and will that slow down under 
Labour? TmwDrried they might 
- .think they won't get in again and 
so txy to do tbomuch too quick- 


Andrew 


However, too! 


Ostiak. 45, who had wobbled 
over his new-found support for 
Labour, is dotv concerned about 
thelbry divisions over Europe. 
“They . are split while Labour 
seem stronger and united.” 

He remains unconvinced by 
the campaign but has a differ- 
ent view of the economy from 
other group members. “John 
Major tails about a boom but’ 
there is no boom in Redditch. 
They say- unemployment is . 
falling but in Redditch there are 
more and more people in part- 
time jobs, they’re constantly 
on the move yet they are dassed 
as fully employed. I’ve been 
made redundant three times in 
the last few years. I don’t agree 
that we can’t do any better.” 
Susan Lovett, 38, a former 
sales consultant, was impressed 
by Labour's new lottery policy 
though she 'will still vote Tbiy. 
“It’s a very clever move. A lot of 


people. including myself have 
always thought that the money 
should & to education or health 
rather than to the Churchill pa- 
pers or the Royal Opera House." 
Increasingly, her concern is for 


WMajor talks 
about a boom, but 
there is no boom 
m Redditch 9 


the economy , on which sbesan- 
pty does not trust Labour. 

David BignelL 51, a retired 
British Telecom engineer, is 
also impressed with the lottery 
scheme. “It’s appealing though 
it's not really the responsibili- 
ty of the lottery to do these 


things, it should be the gov- 
ernment.” Locally he feels the 
Tbries have offered nothing 
and is worried about the state 
of hospitals as well as the econ- 
omy. But ultimately he will 
vote Ibiy again. “I do flunk it’s 
about the right man for the job." 

Cold-store operator Alan 
Jbmes, 35, agrees. “T suppose 
it’s just a gut feeling. I started 
to think more about the election 
and I believe that John Major 
is stfll the right man for the job. 
I trust him to make the right de- 
cision for the country, for ex- 
ample over the single currency.” 

Like many in the group be 
wants trade with the rest of Eu- 
rope but is waiy about more in- 
tegration. Yet their general 
view concurred with the findings 
of Labour canvassers in Red- 
ditcb that Europe interests vot- 
ers, but is too confuting to be 
a determining factor. 


Photograph: Brian Hams 

With one week of the cam- 
paign to go Mark Redfeam, 29, 
an engineer, feels more unsure 
than ever about who to support 
and will probably sit down tins 
weekend to decide. One of the 
narrow majority in the group of 
13 who had initially decided to 
switch to Labour-only two are 
now ‘"definite”, suggesting a 
modest Labour win in Red (fitch 
-Mr Redfeam is unhappy with 
the party’s “negative” campaign. 
“I saw the broadcast where they 
played “Land of Hope and Glo- 
ry” and it was rubbish. All they 
end was talk about the bad things 
not what they are going to do. 

“I had made up my mind thai 
I would never vote Conservative 
again and that I would vote 
Labour. But now Tm not so 
sure. Tbny Blair has let me 
down a bit, cannot face issues 
and he skirts around them. I’m 
50-50 at the moment.” 


Stephen Goodwin 


Ian Lang. President of the 
Board of Trade, was accused of 
“juvenile scaremongcring” yes- 
terday after he contradicted 
the boss of Scotland’s second 
largest insurance company on 
the firm’s attitude to devolution. 

Tbe Conservatives are muled 
by an apparent change of heart 
by both Scottish Widows and 
Standard Life, from coded 
warnings of job losses north of 
the bonier at the time of the 
1992 election to one of business 
as usual under home rule. 

Mike Ross, the chief execu- 
tive of Scottish Widows which 
manages funds worth £24bn. has 
at least twice this year expressed 
a relaxed attitude to a Scottish 
parliament. 

In March he said in a radio 
broadcast: “I don’t see any par- 
ticular threats in the winds, for 
example, from devolution." 
And on Wednesday the Scots- 
man newspaper reported Mr 
Ross as being "happy" with 
what he knew of Labour's 
proposals. 

Bm Mr Lang insisted Scottish 
Widows were “against" devo- 
lution. A senior executive at the 
insurance company, who he 
repeatedly refused to identify, 
bad told turn the company “did 
not feel comfortable with the 
proposition". 

“I have spoken to a senior ex- 
ecutive at the Scottish Widows 
Fund and it is quite dear that 
the fund is extremely unhappy 
about the prospect of constitu- 
tional chang e and the other pro- 
posals of tbe Labour Party,” Mr 
Lang said. 

In a deftly-worded response, 
Mr Ross reiterated Scottish 
Widows’ neutral stance. The 
company's overriding concern 
was to protect the interests of 
policy holders and it was “vital" 
that under ary constitutional 


arrangements there should be 
fiscal and regulatory cohesion 
across the UK for insurance, he 
said. 

In common with any other 
business. Scottish Widows pre- 
ferred to have as few* changes 
to contend with as possible, but. 
Mr Row concluded: “On the is- 
sue of devolution, we neither 
back it nor oppose it.” 

In 1992 Standard Life, Scot- 
land’s largest insurance com- 
pany managing funds of 
totalling some £5Ubn. and Scot- 
tish Widows were accused of try- 
ing to influence employees’ 
after indicating that some 
operations might be moved to 
England if there was home 
rule. 

George Robertson, the shad- 
ow Scottish secretary, said Mr 
Lang should “pul up or shut up. 
If he cannot name his sources he 
should not indulge in this rather 
juvenile scaremongcring". 

It was clear that the more 
companies learnt about 
Labour’s devolution proposals 
the more comfortable they were 
with them. Mr Robertson said. 
“If one compares what Standard 
Life and Scottish Widows were 
saying at the last election on the 
record to what they arc saying 
now, it is nothing less than a sea 
change in opinion." 

Widening the charge to in- 
dustry in general Mr Lang said 
Labour's polities would de- 
stroy Scotiancf: s reputation as an 
investment centre. In 1995-96 
Scotland had attracted a record 
flbn worth of investment and 
over 1,000 jobs a month had 
been created or safeguarded. 
“Within weeks” of a Labour vic- 
tory, this flow would dry up, he 
said. But -when pressed to name 
a single company that had told 
him it would leave Scotland or 
not invest if Labour devolved 
power to Edinburgh, he was un- 
able or unwilling to do so. 
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Everywhere. Now. 




Ifs everything you need to keep in touch. Phone, fax, e-mail, the Internet 
Put itin your pocket and take ^ everywhere. 

The Nokia. 9000 Communicator appearing in The Saint film: At cinemas 
everywhere now. 

Pick up a Saint leaflet at participating retailers and play The Saint Internet 
game with Nokia to get a chance to win £100,000 worth of prizes. 

At selected outlets’ of Dixons, Dixons Tax Free, Peoples Phone, Talkland, 
The Carphone Warehouse orjhe Link stores. - 


Free from charges 


Banking with Fist Direct Is free because we da not 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking 
transactions, even if you’re overdrawn. And ail our 
customers automatical receive an ovenfraft up to £250 
- also free of any fees. So compared to other high street 
baric accounts you're better off with First Direct fiom day 
one. Vte're a member of the HSBC Group which is one of the 
largest banking and flnancia] services organisations in the 
world, and In the course of a year you’ll find we offer more 
cost effective currant account banking. And the service we 
provide means you benefit in many other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day 


We provide the ultimate in convenience. You can bank 
with us at any time, 365 days (and nights) of the year, 
from wherever there’s a telephone, in your home, office 
or car. And all UK calls are charged at local rates. 


Personal and professional service 


Every call is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have aU 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And when you require more specialised assistance, such as 
a loan, they can instantly refer you to someone who can help. 


Getting cash is easy 


Every Cheque Account customer receives the 
First Direct Card. This allows you 
to withdraw up to £500 a day 
| . from over '11,500 cash machines 
around the UK, Including those 
of Midland, it also guarantees 
cheques for £100 and includes the 
Swftch payment facility. 


So is paying bills 


Our service Includes a free blit payment service. Simply call, tea us 
who to pay, how much and when, and we do It This means you can 
arrange to pay your trills at the most convenient time without the 
need to keep having to remember to organise tt. 


Why pay to 
bank when 
First Direct 
is free? 
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Annual current account charges 


A full banking service with more benefits | if you’re paying more are you with the right bank? 

S 0800 24 24 24 


NOKIA 

Connecting People 



As well as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and 
Insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Taka saving; oir rates 
are always competitive, we offer transfers to and from your Cheque 
Account. So your - rnoney is always working hard without the 
need for you to do the same. 


We work hard to maintain the service 


The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service 
are its customers - 8?%' of ours have recommended us to their 
friends and colleagues In the last 12 months. 


Opening an account is easy too 


m 


We also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be. | 

Soyra make it easy. Easy to open a First Direct account, then easy J — ~ _ — — - — . 

to arrange for your salary to be paid in and easy for all your standing a 1 (1 II II [( [( II j[ I 

orders and (flrect debits to be transferred to your account And ifs J ‘ — " — — — — — 1 — ‘ — 1 

easy (and free) to find out more right now. Call us on 0800 24 24 24 1 T9tephcina ^ J )| [PHI jj [j || IT 
or complete the coupon. I * — " — “ — ^ ^ — “ — “ — 















,.,..r. S U 




international 


CT?TT>AY25Al> Bn, 1997» THK WDEP&VDBN?' + ; £.- 


French left 


goes in 

search of 


anew 


ideology 


Like Blair’s Labour, the Socialists have 
moved right, writes John Lichfield 



Common efttms 
l^vtfnfwUw* 
Jospin, contra# 
who couW soon t» 
leading Frwics 
with Tony Blslr bi 
powarin Britsbu 
The last timoP»rt* 
and London both 
had HrfMoonta* 

(aadevswosta 

195lwitfcfir«icfr 

President VI ncoitt 
Attrlot, far Ion, and 
Labour Prime 
Minister Clement 
Jtttiee, toft 


Paris — it is nearly half a cen- 
tury since Britain and France 
drove together, politically 
speaking, on the left side of the 
road. Toe last time Paris and 
London both had Socialist lead- 
ers was in 1951 (President Vin- 
cent Auriol and Prime Minister 
Gement Attlee). 

Over the next five weeks, it 
is just possible that left-leaning 
governments will be elected at 
both ends of the Channel tun- 
neL (Near simultaneous, neigh- 
bouring elections are also 
unusual: 1974 was the last time 
it happened.) 

The coincidence of polls 


may be of no consequence to 
Tony Blair: but it is proving an 
embarrassment to the French 
Socialist leader, Lionel Jospin. 
Mr Jospin, 59, has been suf- 
fering unhelpful, and often 
unfair, comparisons with Mr 
Blair for months. They have be- 
come thick and fast since the 
snap French parliamentary 
election was announced by 
President Jacques Chirac on 
Monday. 

“It seems to me that the 
British Labour party has had its 
cultural revolution, but not the 
French Socialists,'’ said the for- 
mer centre-right prime minis- 


ter. 


Edouard Ballad ur. “Mr 
Jospin is still talking, and think- 
ing, in the outdated concepts of 
state intervention which tailed 
in the early 1980s.” 

There is some truth in this 
Mr Jospin, after a 
good perfor- 
mance and hon- 
ourable defeat in 
the 1995 presi- 
dential election, 
has failed to give 
the French So- 
cialists a new post-Mitterrand 
mission or gloss. But British- 
French comparisons are also 
misleading. 


Mr Blair's task was to bury 
the image of a statist, welfarist 
Labour Party, controlled by 
UHions and special interests. 
Mr Jospin’s problem is, in a 
sense, the opposite. 


They had already become 
centrist, not by design but by 
drift 

Mr Jospin and his colleagues 
c r iticis e the fallings of the stale- 
shrinking reforms undertaken 


4 It seems to me that the Labour Party has had its 
cultural revolution, but not the French socialists 9 


The French Socialists 
emerged from the scandals and 
U-turns of the Mitterrand years 
with no visible ideology at alL 


since President Chirac and 
Prime Minister Alain Jirppd 
came to power two years ago. 
But similar projects had been 


half-heartedly under 
governments in the 

1980s. 

Should the Socialists tutu 

left again, as the radical wing of 
the party demands? Or tty to 
rtafm the cen- 
tre, by painting 
the Jnpp£ gov- 
ernment . as 
skidding to the 
right? So far, 
Mr Jospin has 
tried to do both: 
hims elf as the 


presenting 
kinder, gentler alternative to a 
painful set of reforms which be 
does not dare wholly to repu- 
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35mm GAMBIA 
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SAMSUNG. 

38-105mm ZOOM CAMERA 

• Autoflash with Yed-eye’ reduction. 

• Continuous shooting mode. 

• Autofocus. 

• Macro facility. 
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Nikon F3 o 


AUTOFOCUS SLR < 

• Nton^-80mm zoom lens ' 
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• Autofocus with manual override 

• 3D matrix metering. 
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diate. 

His answer to high unem- 
ployment is a mixture of make- 
work public spending 
programmes and mandatory 

cuts in working hours: a tfcrow- 

back to 197Qs socialist dogma 
whkJi was condemned as empty 
rhetoric by both left aiu3 right- 
wing commentators when first 
floated six weeks ago. . 

But his principal difficulty is 
with the European single cur- 
rency. Mr Jospin is in favour of 
mo netary - muon. How -could 
be not be? Tfoo of its Godfathers 
- Francois Mitterrand and 
Jacques Dekns -are the most 
notable French Socialist fig- 
ures of die last 50 years. 

But, under pressure from 
his own left, and from his po- 
tential Communist allies, Mr 
Jospin has moved in the first 
days of the campaign into a po- 
litically, and logically, tenuous 
position. 

He says he is in favour of 
EMU, but not if it means fur- 
ther, agnnising cuts in French 
public spending. One of the par- 
re’s chief economic spokesmen, 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn, has 
called into question the need to 
meet the Maastricht guideline 
of a budget deficit of no more 
than 3 per cent of gross national 
product this year. This figure 
was based on an “unfounded 
dogma”, he said, and could be 
renegotiated if necessary. .■ ■ 

Although strictly speaking 
true, Mr Strauss-Kahn s com- 
ments betray an ignorance -or 
disregard -of the political and 
market realities. At this stage, 

the rules of the EM^Tgame 
would bring the whole project 


Prime Minister, Mr Juppd, stOI 
one of the most disliked politi 


politi- 
cians in France. They accuse Mr 
Juppd of wanting to lead France 
down the Thatchcr-Reagau 
road to heartless economic 
liberalism. 

More riskOy, they have begun 
to make an electoral issue of 
sleaze - specifically the many 
and tangled, financial scandals 
bubbling away within the gov-, 
eming centre- right parties. 

The problem with this ap- 
proach is that similar, financial 
scandals involving Socialist and 
allied politicians in the Mitter- 
rand years are still fresh in the 
minds of the public. 

Although aggression can buy 
them a few days, it isdear that 
the early election has caught the 
Socialists, the main opposition 
parly, in logistical and ideolog- 
ical confusion. 

This was precisely what Mr 
Juppd, had intended when he 
persuaded President Chirac to 
call the election nine months 
early. Being able to compare Mr 
Jospin to the ideologically- 
speaking, well-behaved boy next 
door is a useful bonus. 


Le Pen leaves 
door open to 
election role 


John Lichfield 


There was a notable absentee 
from the impressively long list 
of National Root candidates for 
the French election presented 
by Jean-Marie Le Pen yester- 
day. The absentee was Le Chef 
or Le B&e (the beast) as he films 
to caH himself, Jean-Marie Le 
Pen himself. 

The leader of the far-right FN 
said that he might still run in the 
snap parliamentary election 
called for 25 May and 1 June. 
He would make the announce- 
ment when “the time was right”. 

Le Pen boasted that, if re- 
quested to do so, the “quasi-to- 
tality" of the FN candidates 
would be “delighted” to stand 
down and surrender their con- 
stituencies for him. The “qua- 
si-totality”, please note, not 
the totality. 

There are two reasons for Mr 


consolidate Mr Magnet’s claim 
to be the future leader of .the 
party -the man capable of mak- 
mg the FN respectable to wa- 
vering voters who dislike the 
vulgarity and intermittently 
overt extremism of Le Pen. 

The FN leader's difficulties 
point to the continuing electoral 
and strategic weaknesses of 
Lepenism, despite the victory in 
Vitro lies and its colonisation of 
a large pan of the French work- 
ing class. 

The Front is running at about 
13 to 15 per cent in opinion 
polls: this would be a historical 


— — 

First, he knows that the other 
parties will mobilise all their 
heaviest weaponry against him 
as soon as they know where he 
is standing. 

Second, Mr Le Pen is reluc- 
tant to stand at alL His closest 
advisers have warned him that 


if be ran and lost, while haTii? 
facto Number Two, the rising 

power in the FN, Bruno M^gret 
ran and won. 

Mr Mfigret, as expected, wfl] 
be the FN candidate in Vit- 
rolles-Marignane, the con- 
stituency north of Marseilles 
w*ich included the town where 
his wife, Catherine, won a piv- 
otal mayoral election in th- 
roaty. This seat, nurtured by Mr 

Megret for years, is the one 
near-certain FN gain in next 
month’s election. Mr Mfigret, it 
can be assumed, is the one FN 
candidate who would not be de- 
lighted to give up his seat to his 
boss. 

A simultaneous Mfigret vic- 
tory and a Le Pen defeat in the 
parifamentaty election would be 
a desperate blow to the amour 
I PfopreoilA Bfite. It would also 



U Pen: Reluctant to stand 
in case he loses 


high for the FN in a pariia- 
nientaiy election. 

It would be enough to put 

200) FN candidates into the sec- 
ond round of voting on l June, 
it would bnng about scores of 
awkward three-way second 
round contests, which might 
prwent the centre-right parlies 
. ,n government from 
achieving another majority. 

JSzSP** i he polls un sub- 
stantially undcrcouniing FN 

85 ! ht ? ■? incli * do. 

iSSt "° *7 U Pcn "wre 

“5 a couple of scats. Lc Chef 

^d yesterday that his uirget 

ws 10 seats. Political analysts 
say he will be lucky lo gain more 
Mr 
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crashing down. In Britain, to 

support EMU is to be accused 

of unpatriotic betrayal. In 
France, EMU remains broad- 
ly popular. Tb seem to jeopar- 
dise the single currency is v to. 
court accusations of betraying 
the longer-term economic fii-.. 
ture of the country. 

Having little coherent to de- 
fend, Mr Jospin and his col- 
leagues have decided to attack. . 
They plan to make the election 
they did not want a referendum 
on the personal popularity of 

the man wto engineered it — the 
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Russia and China cut 


their frontier forces 


j Mary Dejevsky 

[ Washington 


President Boris Yeltsin and his Chinese counterpart. Jiang 
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A bitter controversy involving the 
longest serving president of the United 
Stales, disabled lobby groups and a 
windswept site on the banks of the 
Potomac River, appears dose to reso- 
lution following the last-minute inter- 
vention of President Bill Clinton. 

A week before the official opening of 
Washington's first memorial to Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, Mr din toe has said 
that, if necessary, he will legislate to have 
an additional statue of the former pres- 
ident incorporated into the rambling 
granite ensemble. 

The extra statue is to depict FDR in 
the wheelchair he steadfastly avoided us- 
ing for his pubfcappeararK^ lest ft da^ 
age his chances of elected office. 

Roosevelt was stricken by polio in 
1921 when he was 39, and — in the del- 
icate words of the chronology that is in- 
scribed in steps in the memorial complex 
- “never again walked unaided”. 

An official memorial to FDR, author 
of the New Deal and the president who ' 
brought the US' into the Second World 
War, W3S a difficult project from the start, 
not least because Roosevelt himself 
ihad expressly said he did not want one, 
lAH he would agree to was a small plaque 
positioned in front of the National 
Archive. 

| The late president’s objections, 
though, were by no means the only dif- 
kruity, as is evident from the 50 years 
he project has been in gestation. There 
'ere barely disguised funding problems, 
le question of a suitable site, and the 
istinctly mixed political assessment of 
le Roosevelt legpey in the decades after, 
s death. 

The years of the cold war and then of 
! paganism seemed to negate much of 
\ lat FDR had stood for in foreign and 
( mestic policy, the political dimate was 
Urdty conducive to celebrating his 
armory. 

(With BO! Clinton, a Democrat, into 
m second term as president, and New 
Dlalism enjoying a measure of reha- 
batatiotv all seemed set fan for the 
mtaorial finally to be completed and 
opned. 

itarost 40 years after tbe rite was dK> 
sejknd six years after the ground was 
bitten, the four vast outdoor chambers, 
rep esenting FDR’s four terms as pres- 
ide c, were almost ready., 

1 le giant waterfalls were functioning; 
the cultures and bas-reliefs depicting 
FD. , his formidable wife, Eleanor, 
andtpraodes from his life, were in po- 
litic - Thcmud was finally yfeWirig to 
turf nd pacing. ' . 



Zemin, were joined by leaders of the Central Asian 
republics of Kazakhstan. Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan for the 


signing of a treaty culling forces along the former 
Sino Soviet border, which saw Soviet-Chinese clashes hi 
1969. Details of the pact were secret but Russian sources 
said land forces, short-range aviation and ami-aircraft 
defences would be limited in a 63-mile-wide strip along Ihc 
border. On the home front, Mr Yeltsin appointed the rising 
young First Deputy Prime Minister, Boris Nemtsov, as Fuel 
and Energy Minister. Helen Womack - Moscow 


Move to halt sex-slave trade 


EU ministers gathered before their two-day conference io 
work out a unified from to combat trafficking of women. 
The conference brought together justice and interior 
ministers to spotlight a racket that brings thousands of 
women into Western Europe. Many, promised legitimate 
jobs, end in prostitution. AP - The Hague 


Woman dies in bungled ambush 


A Palestinian women was killed and five relatives wounded 
in a bungled ambush by off-duty Palestinian security 
officers. The victims' car was mistaken for a vehicle' they 
were targeting as port of a personal vendetta. Survivors 
identified their assailants. AP - Ramailah 


Plaudits for Fujimori 


Japan's Fbrcign Minister. Yukihiko lkeda, arrived in Lima 
to congratulate President Alberto Fujimori and hear how 
Peru’s military ended the lS-week hostage crisis. In Tokyo, 
the Prime Minister. Rvularo Hashimoio, said he planned 
to visit Peru to add his thanks. Reuters - Lima 


Algerian rebels butcher 42 


Muslim rebels hacked to death 42 people in a village, (he 
second massacre in Algeria in 24 hours. Victims included 
17 women and three babies. Reuters - Peris 


Turin Shroud to go on show 

The Shroud of Turin, venerated as Christ's burial cloth, 
which was rescued from a blazing chapel, will go on display 
as planned next year. It remains at a secret location as the 
cause of the 1 1 April blaze is investigated. AP - Rome 


Dutch police take the Mickey 


Amsterdam is sending its police chief, Jelle Kuiper. to 


Always sitting: President Roosevelt flanked by Churchill (left) and Stalin at Yalta. Bill. Clinton (below right) 
has ensured FDR will be shown In a wheelchair 


Disneyland Paris to tiy to improve the force's relations 
with the public. He will visit the park to see how staff are 
taught the art of customer service. Reuters - Amsterdam 


representations of Roosevelt would 
showhis handicap. 

For those who know, the signs are 
there. FDR is never shown standing up. 
The dominant statue shows him sitting . 
in the dining chair be sat in to receive 
guests-ifyoutookcaiefuny, tothe right 
and behind the statue, you can see that 
the chair has.small castors. . 

•' But, ait atfcne and in a pJaoe^where 


Jthe memorial neared completion, 
wer, it emerged that none of the 
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pbople, as of other minority groups, wield 
great public Influence, the omission 
was denounced. The campaign spread 


from disabled groups who said they felt 
slighted by the omission to others who 
regarded it simply as a travesty of the 
historical truth, the perpetuation of a Be. 
There were calls for a big demonstra- 
tion by disabled people at the opening 
ceremony next week unless there was an 
undertaking to add a statue of wheel- 
chair-bound FDR. 

. MonbereofthenwOTorialt^ 
defended the lack of such a statue by not- 
ing the lack of pictures of Roosevelt in 
iris wheelchair or being helped to walk. 
They, too, cited historical accuracy in 


their favour and FDR’s elaborate efforts 
not to appear handicapped. And they 
talked of the “artistic integrity" of the 
memorial complex 
La& year, however, commission mem- 
bers agreed to include a replica of one 
of FDR’s wheelchairs in the reception 
building. Now, by promising special 
legislation to be placed before Congress 
- a Congress that voted 90 per cent of 
the J48m (£30m) cost of the memorial 
from public funds and is highly sensitive 
to pabEc opinion - Mr Qinton has prob- 
ably forced their hand. 



Japan transplant go-ahead 


Japan's parliament passed a bill recognising an end of brain 
functions as legal death, clearing the way for organ 
transplants for the first time since a 1968 heart transplant 
sparked criminal investigations. Reuters - Tokyo 


Correction 


In Mary Dejevsky*s report on the US ratification of the 
chemical-weapons convention in Tuesday's Independent, we 
incorrectly reported that Iran had refused to sign the 
convention. Iran has in fact signed. 
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Bomber sought 
‘rivers of blood’ 


tery Dejevaky 

Washington 



! [migration figures released 
t is week show that nearly 1 raD- 
1 >n foreigners were allowed to 
s tile in the United States last 
uar, an increase of nearly 30 
or cent on the previous year. 

The figures, which end a run 
( four years in which legal im- 
t igration has declined, have 
a ded to a growing debate in 
v iich two national currents of 
ti jugbt collide: the one stress-, 
i j the benefits, the other the 
c as, of new residents. 

The Immigration and Natu-' 
r isation Agency - which 
p icesses applications but does 
n t set policy - cites a number 
o special circumstances for 
U i year's increase in legal im- 
n station. A spokesman said 
tl it it reflected in pari the 
n nber of permits that were 
q ried over into 1996 after 
n being used in 1995. 

\ larger factor, he said, was 
it knock-on effect of a 1986 
ai aesty of illegal immigrants; 
tb new citizens are entitled to 
xu ir bring in their famines. 

; Tjereib no ceiling on these 
m ibers, the agency stresses; 
th US-Congress sets the qual- 


ifications and those who meet 
them are allowed in. . 

The Cato Institute, which is 
well-disposed to immigration, 

- agreed the figures represented 
a temporary blip ana that im- 
migration was set to continue its 
decline. “Immigrants are not 
just mouths to feed. They are 
productive hands and fertile j 
minds,” a spokesman said. j 

But the head of a group hos- 
tile to immigration, the Feder- 
ation for American 
Immigration Reform, claimed 
the figures showed the whole 
system was out of control. 

‘^What we need is an immi- 
gration time-out." said. Pan 
Stein, t anwr Smith, chairman 


Tim Cornwell 

Denver 


snbcomimttseofl immigration, 
focused his argimienbon the da- 
tore of those being admitted, 
objecting that 2 jmBion of the 
new hnmigraiits oyer the next 
five yearn would have no sec- 
ondary education and ho skills. 

.• Al'ttsoo#! tltis debate is' still 
tranquil % European sttoi- | 
dards» the states and cities most ; 
affected Vjy the increases are | 
■ calling for policy xobeti^itened 
an d at least one, Florida, is tak- ! 
ing the federal government to . 
oourt. . • 


Accused Oklahoma City 
bomber Timothy McVeigh set 
out to see “rivers of blood flow 
in the streets of America", ju- 
rors in his murder trial were told 
yesterday. He planted a massive 
truck bomb outside a US gov- 
ezvmenl buDdiqg in ihe hope of 
inspiring ah armed revolt. 

Months before die bombing 
he had selected the target, pros- 
ecutor Joseph Harizler said, 
outlining a- powerful govern- 
men t ease against the man ac- 
cused of the worst act of 
terrorism on US soil. He stole 
detonators from a rock quarry 
and used Campbell's soup tins 
to model the barrels of home- 
made expletives he would use. 

The former Gulf fV&r soldier 
went on trial for his life yester- 
day in a Denver courtroom, one 
day after his 29th birthday. Mr 
McVeigh mined to terror to set- 
tte his grievances against a gov- 
ernment be hated, Mr Hartzter 
said, that ^with premeditated 
intent and awdl-qetigned plan, 
he chose to. take innocent lives 
to serve his twisted purpose.” 

Three, weeks before the 
bombing Mr McVeigh warned 


bis sister to stop writing him let- 
ters because the “G men". Fed- 
eral agents, might ^et them. 
Arrested on the rooming of the 
blast driving out of Oklahoma 
CSty,he bad the earplugs in his 
pocket that he used, to protect 
his eardrums. 

Mr Harizler recalled the chil- 
dren who died in a day-care cen- 
tre on the second floor of the 
Alfred Murrah building. 

He described a mother who 


had just dropped off her 16- 
month-old child, turning to see 


his hands pressed against the 
window - the last time sbe 
would see her child alive. 

The government's case is 
that Mr McVeigh rented a yel- 
low Ryder truck, packed it with 
explosives made with fertiliser 
and fuel oils, drove it to Okla- 
homa City, and detonated it at 
9.02am on 19 April 1995. 

He was wearing a T-shirt 
with a photograph of Abraham 
Lmooln, Mr Harizler said. “The 
tree of liberty must be refreshed 
from time to time -with the 
blood of patriots and tyrants,” 
it said on the back. 

In a pocket was a business 
card from a military supply 
company, with the handwritten 
note: “TNT at $5 a stick". 
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Global strategy: Experts warn of new weapons and policies 


Power-nations look 


away as crises loom 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 


A pervasive and persistent 
parochialism has dogged the 
foreign and security policies of 
the main p/avcrs on the world 
stage over the past year, ac- 
cording to the authoritative 
London-based International In- 
stitute for Strategic Studies. 

A brief post -Cold War sense 
of humanitarian obligation to 
uy to solve the world’s problems 
has begun to give way to cold- 
er rvalpolitik calculations of 
what can be done. In future, 
“coalitions of the ready and will- 
ing will only be made up of the 
relevant and affected." 

In its annual Strategic Surwv. 
published yesterday, the Insti- 
tute noted with concern, that 
national elections in France, Is- 
rael, Japan, Russia, Taiwan and 
the US all interfered with clear 
foreign policy choices during 
1996. In 1997. the same thing 
happened in Britain. 

“In their search for votes, or 
for support, leaders vying for the 
top position adjusted their poli- 
cies to reflect what they thought 
their constituents wanted. Al- 
most inevitably, this did not in- 
clude foreign issues." 

Institute Director John Chip- 
man. launching this year's Sur- 


vey, said that in spite of efforts 
to organise common foreign and 
security policies, western coun- 
tries are reverting to a position 
where they will act only when 
they see a dear interest that can 
be explained domestically. 

For western countries the 
absence of an obvious external 


But the US, again, saw every- 
thing through domestic lenses, 
delaying the admission there 
would be a follow-on force in 


dose to home like companies 
which tried to do business with 
Cuba. 

Russia, too, saw things 
through domestic eyes — par- 


£ The events of 
1996 showed 
that no state ... 
is immune from 
foreign 
meddling? 


ticulariy the key issue of Nato 
enlargement which was used 
much as Britain’s political par- 
ties used that of Europe, as a 
tool for domestic political con- 
frontation. 

“The events of 1996 over- 
whelmingly showed,” the Insti- 
tute concludes, “that no state, 
including the US was immune 
from foreign meddling in do- 
mestic affairs or domestic med- 
dling in foreign affairs. The 
distinction between foreign and 
domestic is becoming thm and 
the net result is more incoher- 
ence”. 

In Russia, the institute notes - 
a decline in industrial produc- 
tion, a deteriorating military, 
and a profound crimmalisation 
of politics and economics. Yet 
the institute is surprisingly op- 
timistic. "Tills is not a time of 
troubles in the classic sense ... 
there is no tyrant waiting in the 
wings, nor could one unpose 
hims elf on a population that is 


threat reinforces their intro- 
verted tendencies. 

While US provincialism has 
a long tradition, the survey 
says, European parochialism 
took on a new mantle in 1996. 
The Institute concludes that 
“while the ‘under construction* 
signs were up, the Europeans 
barely lifted their gaze above 
their own ramparts." 

With Europe dragging its 
feet the onus was, as ever, on 
the US to lead in world affairs. 


now half-free." 

"Dr Chipman said fSifna was 
an “assertive" power, rather 
than^direafy threatening one.' 
“China veers from excessive 
confidence to paranoia about is 
ability to prosper free of foreign 
constraint. The debate about 
how to handle China has be- 
come one of the central issues 
in international relations.” 

The survey identifies an “arc 
of conflict and crisis” in Africa, 
illustrated as running from the 
Red Sea through southeast Su- 
dan, across the whole of Rwan- 
da and Burundi and most of 
Zaire, and embracing the north- 
ern part of Angola. 

The survey says the interna- 
tional community is gradually, 
but significantly, disengaging 
from Africa. 

“The test of whether the 
West can maintain its indiffer- 
ence will come if Zairean Pres- 
ident Mobutu Sese Seko is 
-deposed and the country col- 
lapses. Should the West allow 
it to descend into chaos without 
attempting to shore up a rea- 
sonable, unifying government, 
there will be little hope for any 
other African country facing an 
uncertain future”. 

■ Strategic Survey 1996/97, (Ox- 
ford University press for the IISS, 
London, 1997), £25/$39. 


Deadly threat of micro-organisms 


Christopher Bellamy 


The key emerging military 
threats identified in the latest 

survey from the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies 
(USS) are biological weapons 
and the spread of cruise 
missiles. 

After decades of neglecting 
the threat from “regional ag- 
gressors” - Third-World pow- 
ers - armed with biological 
weapons, three events have re- 
inforced international concern. 
These are: the discovery of 
Iraq's arsenal after the 1991 
Gulf war; evidence that Russia 
continues to develop deadly 
viruses and bacteria; and the 


threat that terrorists like the 
Anm Shinn Kyo cult in Japan, 
which used nerve gas in the 
Tokyo underground, might turn 
to these horrific bugs, which can 
be grown as easily as brewing 
home-made beer. 

“Prevailing determined pro- 
liferators acquiring biological 
and toxin agents appears to be 
virtnaily impossible,” the USS 
condors. Whereas large-scale 
attacks are unfikefy in the near 
future, it says, “these barriers 
are crumbling and the revolu- 
tionary advances in biotech- 
nology will probably remove 
them altogether in the first 
decade of foe 21st century”. 

Biological weapons use micro- 


organisms — either bacteria or 
viruses - or toxins which, al- 
though biological in origin, be- 

Weight for weight, biological 
waifore agents can be hundreds 
or thousands of times more 
potent than chemicals, and can 
cause a variety of symptoms. 

Anm Shinri Etyo experi- 
mented with anthrax, which 
causes hm ihiiigiHffifnltfw, ex- 
haustion, toxaemia and 
cyanosis and Mils in 95 to 100 
per cent of cases bat, fortu- 
nate^ their expe ri ments af- 
fected no one. Anthrax is 
probably the deadliest biolog- 
ical agent: others which have 
been developed are tularaemia 


(deadly in 30 to 40 per cent of 
cases), botulism and bubonic 
plagne. 

Despite continuing inspec- 
tions fry the United Nations, it 
suspects that Iraq am throes to 
retain biological weapons. The 
USS report says inspectors 
found Iraq bad developed bio- 
logical rocket warheads. 

Although foe design was 
erode - each rocket carried 
about eight litres of liquid an- 
thrax spares or botulinum— one 
rocket coaid contaminate sev- 
eral square kilometres. Iraq 
also developed biological filings 
for 155mm artillery shells and 
aircraft bombs, and had come 
dose to developing spray tanks. 
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A young Rwandan refugee watches over his mother, who has cholera, in Kisangani 


Photograph: Reuters 


Rebels close on Kinshasa 


et 
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Mary Braid 

Johannesburg 


The siege qf Kinshasa drew ctos- 
er yesterday after rebels an- 
nounced the capture of three 
gateway towns to the Zairean 
capital, choking food and es- 


sential supplies. MweogeKon- 
golo, the rebel “justice minister, 
revised the recent forecast by his 
leader, Laurent Kabila, of the 
foil of Kinshasa from weeks to 
“a matter of days”. 

The rebels seized Ilebo, 
TSukapa and Dowete. A pincer 
offensive appears to be under 
way after missionaries in Bas- 
Zaire province reported the 
arrival of the first rebel force 
west of Kinshasa, families of 
government soldiers in foe port 
of Matabi are being sent back 
to Kinshasa and diplomats in 
the capital confirm militar y ac- 
tivity on the border between 
Bas-Zaire and Angola. 

Analysts had forecast that 
Angola could provide a strate- 
gic springboard for the rebels. 
President Sese Seko Mobutu is 
an old enemy of the Angolan 
President, Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos. “The rebel plan is be- 
comkg dearer now” said art an- 
alyst in Kinshasa. "They want to 
force tiie capital into submission 
and the noose is tightening." 

Most people in Kinshasa will 
welcome the speed of the rebel 


advance but there are concerns 
that Mr Mobutu, the country’s 
corrupt ruler for the past three 
decades, may take violent re- 
venge before his almost in- 
evitable flight. If he spares his 
people, and opposition politi- 
cians, his desperate, thuggish 
soldiers, who have looted and 
raped civilians daring six 
months of retreat, may tol 
T he official line is that troops 
will defend Kinshasa to foe 
last man. But yesterday Mr 
Kongolo said he did not believe 


there would be a bloody battle 
for the capitaL In Geneva, 
Francois Lumumba, son of 
Patrice Inmumha, foe country’s 
first prime minister, and Mr Ka- 
bila’s hero, appealed to Mr 
Mobutu not to launch any re- 
venge attacks on foe population. 

“Tb the numerous crimes 
(he has) already committed it 
is useless to add, on the eve of 
the new regime, a crime against 
humanity,” said Mr Lumumba, 
an opposition figure in Kinshasa 
who was on his way to eastern 
Zaire for talks with Mr Kabila. 
Mr Mobutu was implicated in 
foe death of Patrice Lumumba. 

The people of Kinshasa may 
have to rely on Mr Mobutu's re- 
straint, because South African- 
led peace talks are going 
nowhere. Although South 
African ministers said yesterday 
that the UN special envoy, Mo- 


hamed Sahnoun, was poised to 
return to Cape Tbwn to settle 
a date and venue for direct talks 
and that both sides bad reaf- 
firmed their commitment to a 
negotiated peace, analysts be- 
lieve Mr KabQa will not stop un- 
til Mr Mobutu and his regime 
are ousted. 

The US has warned that Mr 
Kabila’s Alliance of Democra- 
tic Forces for the Liberation of 
Congo-Zaire could be damag- 
ing relations with the West by 
farting to repatriate Rwandan 
Hutu refugees in east Zaire. 
Kofi Annan. UN Secretary- 
General, had claimed the rebels 


were starving refugees by , 'aF 
mg aid agencies access tc Jen. 
The refugees fled to Z:Jb tro 
years ago after the Hutu gco- 
cide of 800,000 Tutsis. 


The rebels deny being fo- 
ructive. Yesterday they tfc 


structive. Yesterday they tip 
lowed foe UN to visit carips 
where rebel massacres Of 
refugees and deaths from star- 
vation had been reported. Ust 
night a UN spokesman sail a 
team had found two cams, 
which until this week bousd 
55,000 refugees, deserted, at 
Kasese. south of Kisaugfiu- 
The rebels, he said, would tot 
allow the team to travel flutter. 
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When your car lets you down. 
Green Rag won't On average* we rescue 

our members to just 35 minutes? 

And if we're not with you in Jess than 
one hour, you can da/m £70 back. 
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Robert MHDQken 

Sydney ■ 

As Australians .mark Anzac 
Day, Rupert Murdoch is under 
fire, for his commercial ex- 
ploitation of one of the most sa- 
cred; days in the Australian 
calendar, when the country 
■cpinanemorates its war dead. 

-Veterans and their -families 
have -accused Mr Mnrdodi of 
“corporate vandalism" over his 
nse of xpiGtaiy symbols to pro- 
mote an Anzac Thst between - 
Australian and New Zealand 
rugby league teams in Sydney 
today. The game will be staged 
by Superleague, the rugby 
league enterprise that Mr Mnr- 
dodi has created for hisAus- 
traliau pay-television venture. 

Anzac Day is a public holiday 
in which Australians and New 
Zealanders mark the anniver- . 
saiy-of the disastrous Gallipoli 
landings of the First. World 
: War on 25 April 1915, and re- 
member their dead in other 
wars. As the numbers of re- 
turned soldiers, or ‘Diggers”, 

- have dwindled over the years. 
Anzac Day marches and cere- 
monies have swelled as their de- 
scendants have stepped into 
their shoes. 

Star 81 years, .since the first 
Anzac Day in 1916, solemnity 
and commercipl-freq have been 


the watchwords. Enter Mr Mur- 
doch, sometimes known as the 
"Dirty Digger” over his tabloid 
newspapers. Snperieague re- 
cently struck a deal with the 
New Sooth Wiles branch of the 
Returned Services League 
(RSL), the veterans' organisa- 
tion. In return for using the 
word “Anzac” in connection 
with the Anstraha-NewZealand 
match today, using the Army’s 
rising-sun symbol on players’ 

in the shape of the Australian 
army slouch hat. Superleague 
would donate A$20,000 
(£10,000) towards a walkway' 
that the RSL is building, to 
commemorate soldiers who 
died in New Guinea in the Seo- 
ond World "War. 

When the deal was revealed, 
John Ribot, chief executive of 
Superleague, deflected the re- 
sulting flak by denying that the 
Murdoch organisation ' had 
bought the Anzac legend for 
commercial gain. “We're en- .. 
handng it,” he said “We’re cre- 
ating^ young audience.” 

But many old soldiers are 
outraged. Aif Garland, a retired 
brigadier and former RSLpres- 
ident, attacked the list’s tele- 
vision promotion, which 
compares football teams to sd- 
diers in. battle. “I don’t think 
these people should be using 
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Patriot games: The use of the Anzac name by Murdoch (inset) to promote the Rugby League test clash between Australian and New Zealand 
today has for many cheapened the memory of those who fought and died at Gallipoli, below right Main photograph: David Ashdown 


Anzac as a commercial propo- 
sition," he said. “HI be going to 
the dawn service and remem- 
bering the people I served with 
who never came back. That’s 
what it should be.” 

While the Anzacs were at- 
tacking him, Mr Murdoch was 
being challenged on a second 
front by opponents of his plan 
to turn another Australian pub- 
lic. icon, the Sydney Show- 
grounds, into a studio and film 
theme park for Twentieth Cen- 
tury Fen, the Hollywood studio 
he owns. Opponents of the 
deal yesterday look it to court 
in Sy dne y. Iheyare led by Sin- 
dair Hin, a prominent, wealthy 


Australian farmer and a friend 
of the Prince of Vi&ks, whom be 
once taught polo. Mr Hill last 
week paid almost A540.000 for 
a full-page advertisement in 
the Sydney Morning Herald , a 
non-Murdoch paper, in the 
form of an open letter to the 
magnate. 

“The 7] acres of the show- 
grounds are a national trea- 
sure,” Mr H31. wrote. "Every 
Australian hates your Fax de- 
struction of our heritage and 
history. Destruction of pur 
souL” 

Mr HOI then appealed to Mr 
Murdoch to build his studio 
elsewhere: “There is no greater 



Australian than you, Rupert, 
and I again ask you to make one 
of the truly great decisions of 
your life, a Murdoch contribu- 
tion to Australia. PULL THE 
PIN.” 

Mr Hill's open letter fol- 
lowed a direct plea to Mr Mur- 
doch in.al5-mmute telephone 
conversation between the two 
men several weeks earlier. 

As he prepared to go to the 
New South Whies Court of Ap- 
peal yesterday, Mr Hill said: “1 
was bona with a silver spoon, 
and part of my responsibility is 
to help the whole cultural bet- 
terment of the conntjy. This 
showground land is part of the 
entangjem»mt of people and his- 
tory. l want Murdoch to leave 
it behind as a public park that 
we could build into the spirit of 
an Australian republic, which he 
supports. 

“Tm a republican too. I hope 
Prince Charles comes out here; 
and helps us become a repub- 
lic. He’s a big man, a fine hu- 
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man being. 2, will suggest to 
Prince Charles that he come 
here and help us become a re- 
public” 

The showgrounds, public 
land since 1811, were offered to 
MrMurdocb by Australia’s for- 
mer Labor government in a deal 
that it hoped would secure sup- 
port from the Murdoch press at 


last year’s general election. Af- 
ter Mr Murdoch secured the 
rigfit to build the studio, his pa- 
pers then failed to support La- 
bor and its leader, Paul Keating, 
who lost in a landslide. 

And what was Mr Murdoch’s 
response to Mr Hffl’s phone 
calf? “He said T will think 
about it’," said Mr Hfll. 


Greco- 
Turkish 
relations 
show 
a thaw 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


To the untrained eye, the steps 
Greece and Turkey are taking 
towards improving ties arc so 
small as to be almost imper- 
ceptible. Yet the Grcek-Tbritish 
relationship has been paralysed 

by hostility and mistrust for so 
long that any movement seems 
a change for the better. 

Greek Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister, Georgias Papandreou, 
and his TlirJdsh counterpart, 
Onur Oymen, agreed at a meet- 
ing in Malta last week to set up 
a committee of independent ex- 
perts from both countries to dis- 
cuss how to improve relations. 

Despite stressing that the ex- 
perts would not represent their 
governments and that no one 
should expect “hmncdialc and 
sweeping results", Mr Papan- 
dreou pronounced himself sat- 
isfied that this was the right way 
forward for the two countries. 

But the process is likely 10 he 
slow because Greece does not 
anticipate any face- to- face 
meetings between the experts. 
Instead they intend to commu- 
nicate indirectly, through the 
European Union's Dutch pres- 
idency. Moreover, Greece has 
been at pains to underline that 
the experts’ talks wfll not even 
constitute a “dialogue", a word 
which in diplomatic parlance 
implies something friendly and 
official. Rather, they will focus 
on “procedural issues relating 
to Greek-Turkish disputes". 

Of these there are plenty, 
ranging from the Cyprus con- 
flict to arguments over territo- 
rial waters, islands, airspace 
and mineral rights in the 
Aegean Sea. 

In what looks like a con- 
ciliatory gesture ahead of the 
talks, Greece has postponed 
military flights in Greek Cypriot 
airspaceand has put off a joint 
exercise with the Greek Cypriot 
national guard. But the small 
initiatives towards Turkey have 
proved too much for recalci- 
trants in Greece's ruling Fasok 
party. Thirty-two members of 
parliament are opposed to al- 
most any form of talks with 
Turkey and similar intransi- 
gence is felt in Turkey, too. 


BRITAIN SWINGS 
BACK TO THE RIGHT 
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Exclusive Road Atlas 

FREE 

with every quote 


TO CLAIM 
YOUR FREE 
ROAD ATLAS 
PLEASE QUOTE 
REF 2546 
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(Special) Do you worry yourself 
sidLbdmgcaigiDopati^..ixidt- 
mg daies..., eating Out... Talking 
tp yoHr boss.P. speaking before a 
group?; Things don’t have to be 
this way! 

A new book. How to Meet People 
and Make Friends, reveals the 
simple techniques that can be 
used by anyone to become more 
seff-confUteiLsdf-assured, more 
popular - and meet successful 
and happier in life. Here are just a 
fewfects .cowered inihis book. ' 

• The three bestwgys to start a 
dxwersatipn -wi* anyone. 

•The secret .of being totally 
relaxed while talking to anyone 
-i even total strangere. 

• How » unlock the real you and 
make people like you, 

“-How to never feel unsore, self- 
conscious, or uncomfortable 
vdnleJmvtogacoovcrsation. 

• 6 wcnss to keep a conversation 
-going. 

iSsea^tomaldngpeopIewant 

totalktoyou. 


• How to'get people® open up to 

you (even shy people). - 

• 50 great tips to. improve your 
conversation. 

■ How to ensure you remember a 
person’s name. 

•How to use .humour in your 
com* creations. 

•How to use eye contact and . 
body language that can draw 
people to you like a magnet. 

• Hew to never fed. om of place at 
-a social function. 

Tfomdayaoi copy tfHinv to Meet 
People an&Make Friends, send 
your name* address & book tide 
wftp^aneafChcqQq/Swifch wfflt 
issoenoVVrsa cr Ma st e rc ar d with 
exp. date) of £955 indudve of post - 
age & handling to Cornell Ltd, 
I^?dPHAlresfi^O^*este^ 
Essex C07 SAP, orphone their 
24 br order line on 0UK 825600 
(quoting above Dept code). Allow 
opto 14 days forddivety. You may 
neturD the book any time within 
3 months for arefund M /vsg 
ifaot .satisfied. 
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Tfie iOusion of a figure that had defied time; desl£i by Louis for a 
gown for Marfene Dietrich, using flesh-coloured chiffon 


Reg Gammon was bom in the 
year Gauguin began painting 
the belles and natural beauty of 
an unspoilt Tahiti; 103 years ago. 

References to his longevity 
amused but never annoyed 
Gammon. He rather enjoyed 
the fact that celebrity as an out- 
standing romantic painter, be- 
yond his large circle of friends 
and admirers in the West of 
England, came only in his 92nd 
year, when he held bis first 
London one-man show. 

Reg Gammon was an excel- 
lent and successful illustrator 
who, thanks to the lucky chance 
of foul weather on a sketching, 
holiday in Ireland when he was 
well into his sixties, turned to ofl 
paint in desperation after his 
watercolours were repeatedly 
washed away by the rain. The 
moment was one of rapture. All 
his carefully nurtured illustra- 
tive skills were abandoned in the 
discovery of the fiery joys of oils. 

He was bom the son of a lo- 
cal builder in the village of Pe- 
tersficld. Hampshire, in January 
1 894. He would have joined his 
father in the business but for a 
serious foot injury during his 
schooldays at Churchcr s Col- 


Jean Louis was one of the 
finest costume designers of 
Hollywood’s golden years. His 
clothes for women were soft an d 
pliable, glamorous and very 
feminine, though like all de- 
signers of the period he was also 
adept at providing wide shoul- 
ders, angular lines, or smartly 
tailoredbusinesssuitsfortheex- 
■ ecutive woman. He spent most 
of his early career as Head of 
Costume at Columbia Studios, 
where he dressed stars such as 
Rosalind Russell (“The way 
she carried her dothes made it 
a pleasure"), Lncflle Ball, Gin- 
ger Rogers, Kim Novak and the 
studio's prime contract star, 
Rita Hayworth. 

For Hayworth he designed 
one of the most famous gowns 
in Hollywood history, the black 
sarin strapless evening dress in 
which she moved with alluring 
abandon across a night-club 
floor performing “Put the 
Blame on Marne” as she se- 
ductively peeled off long match- 
ing gloves and tossed her hair 
provocatively in the dasricfUm 
noir GUda (1946). 

The recipient of 14 Oscar 
nominations, Louis later de- 
signed dothes for the Deris 
Day-Rock Hudson comedies 
at Universal, and for Judy Gar- 
land in A Star is Bom (1953). It 
was Louis who conceived the 
flesh-coloured body stocking 
and beaded gown that were to 
become so important a part of 
Marlene Dietrich’s stage act, 
and it was a simple black silk 
jacquard dress by Louis that 
Nancy Reagan was wearing on 
the night her husband was first 
elected president 

Born Jean Louis Berthanh in 
1907, in Paris, Louis attended 
the Arts Dficoratife school there 
and, on graduation, was em- 
ployed by the couture house of 
Drecol as a sketch artist. When 
he broke his arm in a taxi acci- 
dent, the settlement money he 
was awarded enabled him to 
travel to New York, where he 
obtained a job at Hattie Carn- 
egie’s fashion house. One of his 
fust designs, a blue sarin evening 
gown, was purchased by Irene 
Dunne, who remained his cus- 
tomer for the rest of her life. 
Another of the Carnegie cus- 
tomers was Joan Cohn, the wife 
of the Columbia chief Harry 
Cohn, and she recommended 
Louis to her husband, who 
signed him to a contract in 1944. 


Reg Gammon 


lege, Peterefieid. Instead, in 
191 1 he became apprenticed to 
a black-and-white illustrator, 
Frank Patterson, whose studio 
was at Billingshurst, Sussex. 
Patterson’s pen work was par- 
ticularly skilful and Reg learnt 
his craft by watching his master 
at work and by copying cartoons 
from Victorian copies of Punch. 

He twice enlisted during the 
First World War. He was first 
discharged on medical grounds 
but re-enlisted and served out 
the last two years of the war with 
the Army Service Corps. He 
married hs wife Betty - she died 
in 1982- and they settled down 
at Femhuxst in Sussex after his 
discharge. They had two sons. 

Gammon s talent was spotted 
by the art establishment and he 
was offered a place at the Slade 
but declined. He said: “I’d have 
been in a rut if I’d gone to art 
school. The teaching wouldn’t 
have suited me." Art school in 
central Loudon would have 
been purgatory for such an 
outdoors-loving young man. 

Instead he chose the precar- 
ious life of a freelance illustra- 
tor and writer, specialising in 
country topics. Private transport 


was becoming increasing pop- 
ular in the 1920s and Gammon 
found regular work with the 
Temple Press on titles including 
the Motor, the Litfit Car and 
Motor Cycling. In 1924 he wrote 
and illustrated his first country 
feature for the Cycling Touring 
Club Gazette, a column he con- 
tinued for 60 years. He placed 
cartoons in Punch. He was a 
keen Scout and his “In the 
Open Air" column for the Scout 
made such an impression that, 
when a new editor rashly tried 
to drop it. Scouts across the 
world protested so vociferously 
that the derision was rescinded. 

His break into Fleet Street 
came in 1930 with a retainer 
from the News Chronicle. He 
would take his motorcyde to the 
Ascot races, draw the scene and 
hare back to the office with a 
completed sketch for the next 
day’s paper. He covered the 
Monte Carlo rally and he 
sketched motor-racing heroes 
like Henry Seagrave and Mal- 
colm Campbell at Brooklands. 
But his heart lay in the coun- 
t found a mass 


tryside and be found a mass 
audience of newspaper and 
magazine readers for the rural 


Britain he depicted so lovingly 
week after week. Whether 
sketching the crags of Bowfell 
in the Lake District or a pret- 
ty village street in Sussex, Reg 
Gammon offered readers a 
dreamy world where a refresh- 
ing cup of tea and a scone al- 
ways seemed to be just around 
the comer at the end of a day’s 
cycling, motoring or rambling. 

The Second World War 
changed all that. Newsprint ra- 
tioning lolled off the maga- 
zines and newspaper pages on 
which he had relied for his in- 
come. The family packed their 
bags and moved to the Black 
Mountains in South Wales, 
where Reg set himself up as a 
hill farmer in the XJantfaony val- 
ley near Abergavenny. There he 
introduced mflk production and 
crop growing to the valley and 
successfully campaigned for 
electridly and the telephone to 
be brought to Llanthony. 

Gammon happily scratched 
a meagre living from his 40-acre 
farm for 20 years. This period 
was of lasting value to him as an 
artist. He had known the coun- 
try as an iflustrator/jouraalist 
and organiser of hikes and cy- 


5-r.Vv7: 


’26AP55ii^- 


His first assignment, Togeth- 
er Agpin (1944), starred his 
friend Irene Dunne, who stat- 
ed, “I never had a designer wlxj 
understood the importance of 
the close-up as much as Jean. 
He always made necklines that 
were different and interesting 
without drawing undue atten- 
tion." The musical Tonight and 
Every Ni^u (1945) started Lous’ 
long association with the studio’s 
“love goddess” Rita Hayworth. 
“Rita had a good body," said 
Loins. “It wasn’t difficult to 
dress her. She was very thin- 
limbed, die legs were dun, the 
arms long and thin an d 
beautiful hands. But the body 
was thick. She also Had a beQy 
then, but we could hide that " 

One of the methods Louis 
used was to emphasise her 
waist and shoulders, and the fa- 
mous GUda gown did just that 
“It was the most famous dress I 

ever made,” said Louis. ‘'Every- 
body wot ders hew that dress can 
stay on her while she any said 
dances ... well, insktethere was 
a harness like you put on a horse. 
We put grosgrain under the bust 
with darts and three stays, one 
in the centre, two on the sides. 
Then we moulded plastic soft- 
ened over a gas flame and 
shaped around the top of the 
dress. No matter how sire moved 
the dress did not fall down." 

For Hayworth’s dance of the 
seven veils in Salome (1953), 
Louis bad the problem of 
conveying the impression of 
youthful flesh beneath the semi- 
transpareut veils without the use 
of brassieres or lifts, the straps 
of which would have shown. His 
solution was to create a plastic 
body stocking which gave the il- 
lusion of nudity while retaining 
the perceived Hayworth shape. 

Later, when Marlene Diet- 
rich came to Jean Louis as a pri- 
vate client, he created a similar 
garment for her, along with 
form-hugging beaded gowns in 
flesh-coloured chiffon, to give 
the illusion of a figure that had 
defied time. Dietrich came to 
rely on Louis’ expertise so much 
that when Harry Cohn tried to 
prevent her using Louis (he was 
displeased that Dietrich had 
turned down his offer to star her 
in Pal Joey - at that time to co- 
star Jack Lemmon in the role 
eventually played by Sinatra), 
she told the bosses of the Las 
Vegas casino where she was due 
to appear, whom him contacted 


their Gricago associates, who 
were able to persuade Cohn to 
charge his mind . 

When Judy Holliday joined 
Columbia to star. in Bern Ks- 
(1950), Idris found her 
one of his greater efariledges, 
ance she was not a _ na£ural- 
glamonr giri^ and tended to put 
on weight. As Biffie Dawn, fee 
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she was given 13 costemes by 
. Louis which charted her char- ' 
meter's evolution from vulgar to 
refined as she discovered edu-. 
cation and true romance. “She 
came in to be dressed for the 
test and she was completed d»- 
interested," sakfLouB.“\te did 
the best we could but it didn’t 
iookgianxTious. But as soon as 
the camera started, tharwoman 
became all glamour. That is 
a great actress.” He worked 
on. most of Holliday’s subse- 
quent films, and won an Acad- 
emy Award for TheSoGd Goid 
Cadillac (1956). 

When Judy Garland became 
unhappy with the costumes de- 
signed for her by young Mary 
Ann Nyberg for .4 Star is Bom 
(she hteralfy ripped one off in 
anger), she askeeffor Louis, who 
designed at least three memo- 
rable outfits for the movie -the . 
navy blue bolero and slit skirt in 
which Garland sings “Gotta 
Have Me. Go With You”, the 
black satindress in which she ac- 
cepts the Academy Award, and 
the gold brocade mid fox feu for 
the finale when she announces, 
“This is Mrs Nonnan Maine". 

When. Harry Cohn deckled it 
was time to find a replacement 
for Hayworth, he asked his 
make-up and costuming de- 
partments to prepare starlet 
Kim Novak for tests. Louis de- 
signed a wardrobe for her, ac- 
centuating what he considered 
her most appealing feature, 
her bust, but the young actress 
refused his request that she 
wear a padded brassiere. Wb® 
Cohn saw the tests he screamed, 
“She has no bust!”, to which 
Louis replied, “That is her 
bust!” Receiving an nftfmatiim 
from the studio chief, Novak ul- 
timately agreed to wear a bras- 
siere, and Louis costumed her 
in several subsequent fa™ in- 
cluding Pal Joey (1957), co- 
starring Haywor th. Loui s had 
problems of a di ffe ren t land 
when Betty Gxable made Three 
for the Show (1953) at Colum- 
bia. She insisted that Louis ak - 
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fow her breasts to be raised to 
what he considered a ridiculous 
height to accentuate what she 
regarded as a tiny waist. “If you 
pot your bust here,” protested 
Look, “you will have no neck." 

In 1958, with studios cutting 
down on creative personnel — 
more films were being cos- 
tumed with ready-made dothes, 
“shoppers" replacing designers 
-Louis moved from Columbia 
to Universal, where the pro- 
ducer Ross Hunter was starting 
his string of lush, glossy come- 
dies and melodramas. One of 
Hunter's methods of attracting 
stars such as Doris Day. Susan 
Hayward and Lana Turner was 
to promise them gorgeous 
drrfiiwg designed by Louis. In 
PUIow TbJk (1959) he created a 
new sophisticated allure for 
Doris Day that launched a new 
phase of her career, and in 
Imitation of Life (1958) Lana 
Timer was given the sort of 
gtancrous wardrobe that was be- 
coming rare on an increasingly 
“realistic" screen. (When Turn- 
er was cast in Otto Preminger's 
Anatomy- of a Murder the fol- 
lowing year, it was her insistence 
oaJtamng Louis design her a set 


of beautiful gowns for her role 
as a soldier’s wife that caused 

her to be fired from the film and 

replaced by Lee Remick-) 

Louis worked with Rinser 
again on Portrait in Black (I960) 
and Madame X (1965). Con- 
stance Bennett, cast as Rimer’s 
mother-in-law in the latter, re- 
fused to be aged with make-up 
and, in Louis’s soft sweaters ana 
chiffon scarves, looked exactly 
the same age as Turner. More 
problems arose for Louis Mien, 
for a scene in which the two 
women were both to wear fur 
coats, with Turner in a Louis- 
designed white mink, Bennett 
insisted on wearing sable. When 

Turner heard, she demanded 
that she be given sable, adding. 
“Let Constance wear chinchilla. 
It’s more suitable for an older 
person." 

Louis designed a more mod- 
est wardrobe for Marilyn Mon- 
roe as a troubled divorcee in 77a* 
Misfits (1961). He recounted 
that, “One day Marilyn came 
down her stairs in a dressing 
gown and stopped in front of 
me. She said, ’Jean, if you’re go- 
ing to make dothes for me you 
should see what I look like.’; She 
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ding trips. Now he got to grips 
with the harsher realities <rf the 
land and its people. He kept up 
his painting and it was daring 
the final Llanthony years that 
he made the momentous 
change to oils. At lad he could 
follow the trail blazed by his he- 
roes Rouault, Bonnard, Chagall 
and, above all, Gauguin. 

He moved to Somerset but 
his increasingly sure, colour- 
charged landscapes were not of 
the Somerset levels which sur- 
rounded him. Instead he paint- 
ed Brittany, remote Scotland, 
wfld Ireland, the Welsh hills .. . 
romantic but unsentimental 
landscapes dominated by peas- 
ant figures working the bod. He 
exchanged his illustrative dis- 
ciplines in perspective and in 
colour for a wholly Expression- 
ist view. Donkeys were blue. 
Calves became bright green. 
Red was ever-present ... it was 
his favourite colour and, he said 
slyly, helped sell his paintings. 

Reg Gammon’s close associ- 
ation with the Royal West of 
England Academy was formal- 
ised by bis election as a full 
member in 1966. From then on 

hk nnrlc was an annual highlight 
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of the autumn shows at the 
academy’s beautiful galleries 
in Cfifton, Bristol. He became 
an institution at RWA pre- 
views, a sprite-like figure with 
twinkling eyes and a generous 
word for his artist colleagues. 

He had a healthy distrust of 
popularity, but his reputation 
grew and in 1986, foe year af- 

teran outstanding retrospective 
at the RWA, came his first Lon- 
don one-man show, at the New 
Grafton Gallery. The reviews 
were ffloeflent and four one-man 
exhibitions at the New Grafton 
followed, before a 100th birth- 
day retrospective al the RWA. 

After such a long, happy and 
fulfilled life - the prolific flow 
and high standard of his work 
confirmed until the end - Reg 
Gammon died with a single re- 
gret He bad longed to see in the 
21st century. 

James Belsey 

Reginald William Gammon, 
artist and illustrator: bom 
Petersfieid. Hampshire 9 January 
1894; RWA 1966; married 1917 
Betty Knight (died 1982 ; two 
sons); died Bridgwater, Somerset 
22 April 1997. 
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for Julia Andrews *£***&' 
lent relations with the stars he 

Jessed. Asmali,^^ 
soft-spoken man, he > y ai * a ~“. 

by many stars to design ilcnw for 
their personal wardrobes, or 
their stage and television ap- 
pearances. When Loretta 
Young in 1953 became the first 
jroior 3m star to make the tran- 
sition to a weekly television se- 
ries. she chose Louis to design 
hergowns. Each week of thcap- 
thology scries Young would 
erally whirl through a doorway 
to introduce the show wearing 
a glamorous Louis creation. 

‘vvhen Dorothy Lamourhead- 
lined at the London Palladium 
in 1950, Jean Louis designed the 

costumes for her act induding, 

for her final number, a white 
strapless gown with a form-fit- 
ting bodice and over 200 yards 
of fine tulle for the skirt At the 

climax of her act Lamour would 
slip the gown off to reveal under- 
neath her trademark sarong. 

Louis' last film was Ross 
Hunter's best-forgotten musical 
remake oi Lost Horizon (J972). 
He had founded Jean Louis Inc. 
designing ready-to-wear dothes 

for the public, several years be- 
fore, but with changing tastes 

business faltered- Al his Malibu 
beach borne, he and his laic wife 
Maggy Fisher had been noted 
for their elegantly lavish parties; 
which had further depleted his 
funds. In 1993, he married the 
star for whom he had designed 
costumes 40 years earlier, 
Loretta Young. 

Tom \Ulaitce 

Jean Louis Berthault ( Jean 
Louis), costume designer bom 
Pons 5 October 1907; married 
first Maggy Fisher (deceased). 
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Fulfilled: Gammon had Ms first London one-man show aged 92 


Announcements for Gazette 
BERTHS. MARRIAGES £ DEATHS 
(Births Adoptions, Marriages, 
Deaths. Memorial services. Wcd- 
dh»R anniversaries. In Memoriam) 
should be sent in writing to the 
Gazette Editor, The Independent, 1 
Canada Square, Canary WharC Lon- 
don E145UL. telephoned to 0171-299 

2011 1 24-boor an sweri ng machine 
0171-293 2012) or taxed to 0171-293 
2010. and are charged at £6250 a line 
IVAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements (notices, functions. 


must be snbmitted in writing (or 
toe d ) and are charged at £10 a Une, 
VAT extra. Please include a daytime 
telephone n umh rr. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services lo be 
held toBMjtrcrw may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begub m London at 7.59pm. 

U “j ted Synagogues: 0181-343 8989. 
Rdmatiwi of jjynapunes 0181-202 
2.63. Into of Libera] and PmetKsto 
Spin Bogus 0171-580 1663. Reform 
Synapipos of Great Britain: 0)81-349 
J73L Spanish and Portepw Jews 
Congeption; 0 171-289 ^ New 
Uodoo Sjnagogie (Mastmik 0171-32$ 
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Birthdays 

Professor Bob Boucbcr, P ri ncip a l and 
Vice-Chancellor, UMIST, 57; Mi 
Eric Bristow, darts champion, 40; Sir 
Robin Cater, former chairman. Dis- 
tillers Company, 7$; Mr Anthony 
Christopher, former trade union 
leader, 72; Mr Johann Cruyff, foot- 
ball manager, 50; Mr David de Pey- 
er. former director-general, Cancer 
Research Campnign, 63; Dr Thomas 
Fhher. chairman, Geoffrey Faber, 70; 
Lord Gladwyn, author and former 
diplomat, 97: Sir Francis Graham- 
Smith, former Astronomer Royal, 74; 
Lord Hayter, a Deputy Chairman, 
House of Lords, 86; Mr Alan Hoole, 
Governor o[ Anguilla, 55; Sir Paul 
Judge, former director-general, Con- 
servaiive Party, 4S;Tbe Earl of Licb- 
field, photographer. 58; Sir Michael 
Llewellyn Smith, ambassador to 
Greece. SB; Mr David Machin, Un- 
der Treasurer. Gray’s Inn, 63; Lady 
Mam, former chairman, BBC and 
IBA Central Appeals Advisory Cam- 
mittee, 77; Stnjson Vke-AdnnraiSir 
Godfrey MUton-Thompson, 67; Mr 
Buster Mottram, tennis player, 41 
Miss Marian Norrie, draiit judge, 57; 
Mr John Owen, governor of Ihc CajF 
man Islands, SS; Mi Al Padno, ac- 
tor, 57; Miss Helen Paling, tiicuii 
judge, 64; Mr William Roache, actor, 
65; Mr David Shepherd, artist, 66; 
Lord Skiddsky, Professor Of Politi- 
cal Economy, ^braids Unhrasuy.SS; 
Mrs Veronica Sutherland, ambas- 
sador to the Republic of Ireland, 58s 
Mr Bjorn Ulvaeus, singer, 52. 

I Anniversaries 

Births; Oliver Cromwell, Lord Pre- 
lector of England, 1599; Sir Mark 
Isambord Brunei, engineer and in- 
ventor, 1769; John Keble, priest and 
founder-member of the Oxford 


Movement 1792; Charles Burgess 
Fry, cricketer and writer, 1872; Wal- 
ter de la Mare, poet and novelist 
1873; GugUelmo Marconi, radio pi- 
oneer, 1874; Edward (Egbert) 
Roscoe Munow, broadcaster and 
journalist, 1908; Ella Fitzgerald, 
anger, 1917. Deaths Margaret of An- 
jou, Queen, wife of Henry VI, 1482; 
AndeisCelsns. inventor of the centi- 
grade thermometer, 1744; Kawanabe 
Kyosai, painter, 1889; Sir Carol 
Reed, film director, 1976; Dame 
Celia Johnson, actress, 1982; Ginger 
Rogers (Virginia Katherine Mo 
Matfa), actress and dancer, 1995. On 

this day: the Dutch defeated the 

Spanish in the Bay of Gibraltar, 1607; 
the guillotine was first erected in 
Paris, 1792; construction of the Suez 
Canal began, 1859: the Confederate 
forces surrendered to Admiral Far- 
ragut at the Bank; of New Orleans, 
1862; British, French; Australian 
and New Zealand forces landed at 
the Gallqjoii peninsula, Unkey, 1915; 
Puctiofs Opera Haandocvas &t pw- 
fanned, hfllan, 1926; in North Amer- 
ica, the St Lawrence Seaway. 89 miles 
long, was opened, 1959; the BBC ra- 
dio serial The Dries ended after 21 
years and own 5 ,400 episodes, 1969; 
in Portugal, a military junta deposed 
the government, president and prime 
minister, 1974; in Sto ckholm the 
Wist German embassy was blown up 
by terrorists and two people shot, 
1975; Portugal held its first free 
elections for 50yean. 197S.Tbday is 
Anzac Day and the Feast Day of St 
Anianus of Alexandria, St Hezfoald 
and Si Mark the Evangelist. 

Lectures 

National Gallery. Tom. Heuiy, “The 
Italian Baroque (iv)» Goerdno as a 
Narrative Painter, lpm. 


Victoria and AHiert Museum; GUI 
Saunders, “Public and Private: 
women’s lives m 19th-century ait", 
230pm. 

Thle Gallery: Timothy Hyman and 
Paul Gopal-Chowdhury, “Loris 
Corinth”, lpm. 

Architectural Association (with 
Camden Arts Centre), London WCL 
Chrissie lies, Michael Newman and 
Judith Goddard, “Repetition", 5pm. 

Luncheons 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Sir Nicholas Bonsor Bt, Minister of 
State for Foreign and Common- 
wealth Affairs, hosted a farewell 
luncheon yesterday at Lancaster 
House, London SWL in honour of 
Sr AqtdinoB^dde la Guanha, Am- 
bassador of the Republic of Panama. 

Dinners 

Saints and Sinners Club 
The Annual Dinner of the Saints and 
Sinners Cub was held yesterday 
evening at the Savoy Hotel, London 
Wl Professor David Purdie, The 
Right Rev Lord Rnneie, Mr John 
Mathew QC and Mr Gay Kmders- 
fey, Chairman of die Club, were the 
speakers. Mr KmdesJey installed Mr 
Jimmy Taibock as his successor. 

Edna Lumb 
Artistic Trust 

Mr Derek fhput presented the Edna 
Lmnblhwd Prize to Miss Louse Jef- 
ferson and Mrs Joan Simm m t* at a 
ceremony held yesterday at the 
Leeds Metropolitan University. The 
prize is awarded by the Edna Lamb 

Artistic Th»t to Leeds art students. 
A reception was held afterwards. 


Bank has to disprove constructive notice 


Barclays Bank pic ▼ Boulter; 
Carat of Appeal (Lord Justice ' 
Leggafti Lord Justice Mrauurji 
Sir Brian Neill) 23 April 1997 

In possession proceedings by a 
bank in whose favour a hus- 
band and wife bad executed a 

legal charge on the property, the 
onus was not on the wife to 
plead expressly that the bank 

had con str uctive notice of her 
right against her husband to 
have the legal charge set aside. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed the appeal of the second 
defendant against a ruling in 
the county court that, unless she 
bad expressly pleaded con- 
structive notice, she could not 
argue at the trial that the plain- 
tiff bank had constructive no- 
tice of her claim that she had 
been induced to sign a legal 
charge by misrepresentation. 

The first and second defen- 
dants, who were husband and 
wife, executed a legal charge 
over their bouse is favour of the 
bank. After the husband's fail- 
ure to comply with a demand 
from the bank for payment of 
sums alleged to be owed, the 
bank started possession pro- 
ceedings. The wife served a 
separate defence, admittin g that 
ste had signed the legal charge 
but pleading that she bad done 
so as a result of a misrepresen- 
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tation by the husband. She 
oountttcbimedibradedaratiiM 
that she had a half share in the 
property free of *e legal charge. 

QtristopherCcney (Comptons) for the 
wife; Michael SuIBvan (Teacher Stem 
Sdby) for the bank. 

Lord Justice Mummery said 
that the sole question on appeal 
was whether, on the pleadings 
as presently drawn, tbe^ wife was 
entitled to aigue that the bank 
was fixed with constructive no- 
tice of - her claim against her 
husband. 

The wife's case was that she 
bad pleaded all the relevant 
facts an d matters which entitled 
her to mount that argument. 

She had pleaded the legal 
charge (which she admitted 
having signed); that&ewasthe 
wife of the debtor; had given 
particulars in support of her 
claim that her husband had 
made a misrepresentation to 
her on which she had relied in 
Signing the charge; had claimed 
that she had received no ex- 
planation Of the meaning and 
effect of the charge before die 
Signed it; and thus contended 
drat she had a right in equity 
to have the charge set aside. 


It was submitted that the le- 
gal consequences of material 
facts did not have to be plead- 
ed and tha^tf established by ev- 
idence, the legal consequence of 
the facts pleaded was to fix the 
bank with constructive notice. 

The bank relied principally 
oq the rules of pleading, in 
particular RSC 0 18 r 8(2) and 
rl2(4), submitting that it was 
necessary to plead every 
ground of defence to an action 
for possession, including 
constructive notice. 

In his Lordship’s judgment 
the appeal should be allowed. 
Procedure and practice re- 
quired that all materia] facts 
should be pleaded. In general, 
only facts should be pleaded; 
not evidence relied on to prove 
die facts; not points of law, not 
argument. 

As only material facts had to 
be pleaded, the wife was enti- 
tled to argue at the trial, on the 

basis of the fads already set out 
in her defence and counter- 
claim, the issue of constructive 
notice. It was not necessary for 
hex to add another paragraph 
expressly alleging constructive 
notice. 

The relevant substantive law 


confirmed that conclusion. On 
the authority of Lord Brcnvnc- 
Wil km son’s speech in Bard, n s 
Bank pic v O'Brien [1994] 1 AC 

180 and on well-established 
equitable principles, the burden 
was not on the wife lo plead 
and prove that the bank hud 
constructive notice: it was on 
the bank to plead and prove 
that it did not. 

It was well established that 
the doctrine of bona fide pur- 
chaser for value without actu- 
al or constructive notice wax a 
defence which could be raised 
to defeat a claim of an equitable 
nght or interest, and that the 
burden was On the person rais- 
ing that defence lo plead and 
prove all its elements; it was a 
“single defence". 

1M ™ Wh of Lord Bnwn 0 - 
Wilkmson in O’Brien support- 
ed the view that the same 
approach to pleading and 
proof of constructive notice 
applied in O’Brien cases as in 
the standard case. 

It was irrelevant in such 
cases whether the land was 
registered or unregistered: 
the question was whether ihc 
creditor had actual or con- 
structive notice of the facts on 
which the equity to set aside i he 
transaction was founded. 

Kate OH anion. Banister 
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The swan, the ducklings and the Three Pilchards 


W e are beginning to crack. We 
cannot face writing another 
leading article todav ahmrf th» 


local mallard offspring floating in the 
water, they have to ask themselves if 
hu m ans are anything more than vehi- 
cles for their own selfish genes. 

Sadly, the residents of FoJperro do 
not seem to have paused to consider 


to judgement, lining up whb the pro- 
duck faction or the pro-swan faction, 
and some of them have behaved rather 
badly. 

So now there are two ethical dSexn- 
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and sewage they can scavenge. Human 
generosity is such that there has been 
“an explosion in the duck population”, 
says the RSPCA, and Freddie is bound 
to defend the food for his own off- 
spring The RSPCAs line is to let 
nature - or genetics - take its course,, 
and to condemn roundly those resi- 
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would have wrestled with the implies- dents who tried to get rid of the swan 
lions for human morality. The swan is by sprayin g it with, washing-up liquid, 
not, of course, obeying the dictates of On the narrow point, the RSPCA is 

Nature, but of his genes, programmed- absolutely right, and there can be no 
to ensure their survival and therefore excuse for trying to kill Freddie by de- 
the continuation of the species. Hence oiling him. On the broader issue, how- 
his genocidal (or should we say . ever, Freddie (and the ducks) only sur- 
speciecidal?) instincts. As tourists and . vive in Polperzo as a kind of outdoor 
residents ponder the fluffy remains of pet, entirely dependent on human 
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beings- So if the human beings want to 
move him or curtail his murderous 
activities, they have a moral right to do 
so, provided they avoid cruelty. 

The trouble is that Freddie and his 
mate, Phreda, are homing swans, and 
would probably return if someone tried 
to relocate them. So there are only three 
options. Someone has got to shoot 
these swans (we appeal for more infor- 
mation about the presence or absence 
of cygnets); or Polperro gets used to 
dead ducklings among the flotsam and 
jetsam; or people have got to stop feed- 
ing the blessed things, and then all the 
birds wiil go and live happily elsewhere. 


This solution would seem too logical 
for the resi dents of Polperro.who have 
resorted to the kind of unmentionable 
tactics and petty hatreds that lie beneath 
the surface of any pretty village. Dead 
ducklings have been pushed through 
the letterbox of the landlord of the 
Three Pilchards, who was a swan- 
backer (although he has since switched, 
in one of the more baffling twists in this 
story). 

Michael Howard and Jack Straw 
are believed to be on their way to Corn- 
wall now to stage photo-opportu nities 
overlooking the harbour, where they 
will try to outdo one another m lurid 


condemnation of the teenage boy 
behind the bloody postings who has 
been reprimanded - but let off -by the 
local constable. 

It cannot be long before Ibny Blair 
proposes a Royal Commission, or John 
Major sets up a task force, or Paddy 
Ashdown offers to let the swan and Ids 
mate live in his back garden in Yeovil. 

None of them, in this post-ideolog- 
ical age, will address the real philo- 
sophical issues raised by this little local 
difficulty. We must not simply be tough 
on dead duckling deliveries, we must 
be tough on the causes. Polperro, with 
its 1,585 population, ought to be a 
strong community, capable of resolving 
these kinds of conflict without proved 
cation and rudeness. (The pub landlord 
responded to his tormentor by putting 
up a poster which read: “Latest score: 
Swan 6, Ducks 0.” This was uncalled 
for.) 

The trouble is that there are no real 
communities any more. Recent acad- 
emic studies tried and failed to find a 
single village in England in which more 
than half the population was bom 
there. And Polperro is turned every 
summer into a giant holiday camp, with 
17,000 visitors- In these circumstances, 
is it surprising that people lose sight of 
their responsibilities to each other? 

These are the questions that people 
are asking; up and down the country, 
at bus stops, in pubs (especially the 
Three Pilchards) and in focus groups. 


But is it not just typical that no other 
newspaper is treating these issues with 
the seriousness they deserve? Instead, 
they are distracted by the latest populist 
posturing of men in suits in windowless 
rooms in London. Let us rum our 
minds as a nation to a village on the 
south coast of Cornwall which stands 
as a challenge to our moral universe. 


EU dragons 
need teeth 

Tn recent days, we have heard a lot 
Xabout European dragons. Little Eng- 
landers in both main parties seem to be 
running scared. But the lesson taught 
by the Calais blockade - lifted yester- 
day - was how weak the European 
Union still is. Freedom of commercial 
movement and fair fishing policies 
that conserve stocks - these cither 
require Brussels to be given direct pow- 
ers of enforcement or the means to 
compel nation states to fulfil their 
obligations... meaning more majority 
voting in the Council of Ministers. You 
do not need to be pro-Europe to urge 
reform of central EU institutions. One 
of the strongest justifications for Euro- 
pean integration is freedom to trade, 
which can only be guaranteed if the 
Commission has teeth. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Hospitals that 
help patients 
to face death 




Sir No one could have read John 
" l - Hoy land's moving description of 

his stepfather’s death (22 April) 
rhr without feeling both anger and 

sadness. Thirty years aror the birth 
turn HHu- of the modern hospice movement, 

■— with the foundation of St - 

y Christopher’s Hospice by Dame 

- ,-irr- Cicely Saunders, this experience 

remains all too common. 

In our view, itis the rightof 

J'-r every person with a Hfe-threatening 

illness to receive appr o pri ate . 
palliative care -care which 

mtBgralesphjsicalandp^diQ- 

* / ... social care-Whether <?r no^they do ■ 

. - * so depends on the availability of ' 

' '8 resources as well as professional 

- skills and attitudes. jt is the - • 

responsibility of evety health care 
professional to provide palliative 
■j. , care, calling in specialist colleagues 

1 if the need arises, as an integral 

*■* f| component of good clinical 

i B practice, . 

t / Wbat is to be done? John .. 

Pjl , Hoyland acknowledges that 

r Ti 1 hospices would hgye provided a 
w. J “supportive, loving and cheerful 

environment” not found in the 
hospitals that cared for his 

S r. The growing uumberof 
care teams in acute 
provides another solution 
1 - but only if their role is understood | 

i i and they are asked to help. 

I ( JEANGAFHN j 

U Executive Director . 

J / National Council for Hospice and j 

Hz Specialist Palliative Care Services 

W London WC1 • . . j 

ii Sir When my father, aged 82, 

m&:. suffered a stroke last year and had j 

to be collected by ambulancefrom 
iw-O* thefloorofhisbtmgalowm - 

1 X Swaffham, Norfolk, he was taken to 

the community hospital up thfe” ; 
j road. Wewerearioedtocoiiskier • 

fae next step: getting him a plaa in 
a nursing home and selling to . 

A property. This was all done with . 

CarrrvtrtnfV M/nuwftr hecause " 


m’ 


lotiee 


Ltinstmas was umrunent, kulll <uiu- 
social workers agreed that he 
should stay at Swaffham Cottage 
Hospital until the New Year so that 
he would not be upset _ 

t>ver the next few days Dad 
suffered a further series of small 

strokes. On Boring Day we found 

him a ghost of himself, both 
physically and mentally. His doctor 
was waiting to speak to us. Sitting in 
the nurses’ room, amid ChrKtmas 
gifts, the doctor gently asked us 
what we wished to do next We 
could ask to have Dad .transferred 

fo the big district hospital at Kij^ s 


me rag uisuk.1 - 

Lynn, where every effort would be 
made to resuscitate him, or we 
could leave him quietly where be 
was. We children nad no hesitation 

m swing we preferred Dad to be 

left in peace. We were confident 

this was wbat be wan tedL He would 

set ho quality of life from an extra 
few months bed-bound and semi- 
conscious. ■ . . 

Once we had made pur decision 
plain, the doctor affirmed that it 
wouldbe his too and he was glad 
this was the course we had chosen. 
Dad lasted a couple more days. He 
coqktaof eat but was'given a 
-to drink He lay asleep in a clean 
bed, always newly washed, in 

‘ ironed pyjamas and wthrus 

hair combed, until he slipped away. 
We felt that doctors and nurses 

. , .Ljm 1 . onnrTVa^n 













.could not have been better. 2 still 
feefagreat sense of debt to the 
. medical staff attached to Swaffham 
Cottage Hospital. JJjnchiess, not ' 
gross medical intervention, 
-released usafl. . 

JILL GALE 
Hampton, Middlesex 

Sfo As someone wfeb has worked 
fen: 19years in the NHS, initially as 
a nurse and more recently as a 
doctor, I read JohaHoyianffs 
article about the death of his 
stepfather with. a growipg feeling of 


A knee-j«k. reaction of many m 
the profession wfll be to deny me 
accusations or to blame 
underfunding, shortage of staff or 
current management techniques. 
Man y will point to the fact that the 
introduction of thaspedaJity of . 
geriatrics was aimed to tackle the 
I THxjblems of poor ctoimnuiiimtiop 
that may result from the piecemeal 
treatment of multi-system diseases - 
so common in the elderly, and . 
argue fee an increase in resources ' 
dedicated lathis Cinderella branch 
of the health sendee. . . 

Otherewffl. rigfe h^hl^btthe 
role of die GPin corordinatmg care 
of the indmdual and suggest ■ 
greater reduction in the role of 
hospitals. These points have been 
mawforcefalfy within the medical 
andwasiDg profesa^Mmapy 
years. However.awalk through the 
accident and efflegfeiKy . •_ 


anutreatmenl. bunenng uu* 
prolotw^neithcrwas anyone in 
the family l<>ftwifaafeel^of 

There were no in dignities 

mflkted cm Dad and, though death 

K alnnur unmnnaniwl bVS . 


ofmortofcmrbosptalswgl^ow . 

that, at the level of the individual 
patient, the tystem frequently rails 
to deliver ahumane and efficient 
service. There is a dire need for 
-care” as well as “cure" to be made, 
a priority nr the NHS. : 

^^^mdumberiand 


' t *-. *' -•?.■■■ 
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Viewer choice 
in digital age 

Sin As the introduction of digital 
television in the UK is imminent, it 
is crucial that we understand the 
role that Electronic Programme 
Guides play in shaping digital 
television. 

Over the nest year or so the style 
. of television viewing^ will change 
dramatically. Viewas will 
potentially receive up to 200 
channels info their homes; bat there 
win not be 200 buttons on their 
remote controL Viewers ^ will have to 
use ern-screen navigation tools to 
access foe programmes they ward. 

firs the Electronic Programme 
Giade.(EPG) which will determine 
tbe services and programmes the 
ivieweis use. There is an urgent need 
fo establish a code of oondnet for 
navigation systems which ensures 
■ the needs and wishes of tbe^ vjeswers 
are adequately addressed. Viewers 
innsi have fast and easy access to 
schedules and services as well as to 
favoured channels or programmes. 

TbeTbngue Report on public 
service broadcastmgin the digital 
age, adopted by foe European 
.parliament ia J996, emphasises foe 
importance of fair and universal 
accessfoimiwrsaltyfDrided 
services through aD delivery 
systems. In particular, the report 
I calls for an obligation to ensure 
I that public gervice programming is 
easy to find for viewers. 

I welcome the Oftel Guidelines 
(MaixfcT997)^ which recognise the 


1 <xmipetition.ItisiiowuptofoerrC, 
as the regulatory body concerned 
with quahty broadcasting for 
viewers, to rake this further. 

Itis of paramount importance 
that the viewer remains at the 
centre of regulators' concerns. Tbe 
viewer’s own preferences most be 
central to any regulation proposed. 
I believe the best result could be 
achieved by producing a working 
model of an EPG to research 
viewers’ response, in advance of any 
firm regulatory solution. 

I have every confidence that if 
the views of the consumers are 
considered at the outset, the ITCs 
proposals would provide EPG 
standards which would ensure 
quality broadcasting in a 
multi chann el di gital ftnvr mnroan L 
CAROLE TONGUE MEP 
[London East, Lab) 

Ilford, Essex 


US threat to 
our airspace 

Sir: Professor Ph3ip Lawrence 
I (letter, 23 April) writes about the 
importance of the aerospace 
indusby to Europe, and the threats 
presented to it from theUS. 

There isa farther threat he did 
not mention: the Regional 
Airspace Initiative now being 
advanced by foe US. This, in 
anticipation of the proposed 
expansion of Nato, would place all 
air control, civil and military, for 
tbewhole of Europe - Western, 
Central and Eastern -under Nato; 
in effect, under the US suhtaiy. 


US industries would, benefit 
enormously. 

Last year, Neil Kumock, tbe 
relevant EU commissioner, 
presented a White Paper on air 
traffic management to the 
European Commission, advocating 
the formation of single, common 
regulatory body for European 
airspace, able to deal with both civil 
and military aspects of its use, and 
which other, non-EU European 
governments could adhere to. Last 
aut umn, the Co mmissi on put a 
formal proposal to the Council of 
Ministers for the appropriate 
transformation of Eurocontrol into 
such a collaborative body. 

The Major government has of 
course been “rebxcrant” to pool any 
sovereignty in such a European 
body - whether on “national” 
grounds or because the Americans 
wouldn’t like it is not dear. 

ELIZABETH YOUNG 
London W2 


Facts are treason 
to bellicose Brits 

Sin What has happened to 
informed debate? Wbat is in 
Britain's interest that is not in the 
interest of any other member of the. 
European Union? What is so 


Jacques Santer (report, 22 April)? 
Tbe British electorate must be foe 
worst informed people on the 
planet when it comes to foe EU. 

During this election we have had 
much noise and heat generated, 
particularly by the so-called 
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Euro-sceptics who seem to regard 
European Union and a angle 
currency as a continuation of the 
Second World War. The arguments 
against Europe typically use words 
and phrases such as “surrender", 
“German domination", “fighting 
for Britain’s interests”, “European 
threat" and so on. 

This is foe kind of bellicose 
language that would appeal to 
bullies, bigots and those ignorant 
nationalists who tike to “remember 
foe war". Each time anyone says 
anything remotely factual or 
positive about Europe or the 
implications of a single currency, 
they are regarded as committing 
some so rt of treasonable offence. 
PETER VINTNER 
London SW19 

Sin I have just returned from a visit 
lo a mining operation, small but 
with enormous potential, on a 
Mediterranean island under foe 
aegis of the EU. Despite 30 per cent 
unemployment and foe willingness 
of the local skilled workforce, a 
combination of EU restrictions and 
local laws forbids nationals to work 
one minute avex 48 hours a week. I 
was therefore surprised to see 
bulldozers, excavators and dumper 
trucks going nineteen to the dozen 
cm Saturday and Sunday. They were 
all manned by Australians, 

A friend who runs a horticultural 
business in Yorkshire recently 
visited Holland. At seven o'clock 
one Entity evening, sales 
discussions between.him and a 
Dutch manufacturer were 
interrupted tty a banging on the 
factory door. It was the local police 
- demanding to know why the lights 
were on andto ascertain that all foe 
workers had gone home. 
MATTHEW ROBINSON 
London WS 


Co-op movement 
down but not out 

Sin As a conviction co-opcrator, I 
question some of foe assertions 
made tty Hamisb McRae ("Are we 
really becoming less co- 
operative?” 23 April). 

The established co-operative 
movement may be down but it is 
certainly not out, with many 
societies improving on the poor 
results of past years (for example, 
the Oxford, Swindon and 
Gloucester Society increased 
profits 33 percent last year to 
£5.1m). 

Additionally, a rapidly growing ... 
number of new co-operatives of 
various kinds are being set up all 
foe time. These include credit 
unions and informal food co-ops as 
well as housing and workers' 
societies. 

Agricultural buying co-ops now 
account for a larger turnover than 
foe rest of foe consumer movement 
combined and more than their 
private-sector competitors in this 
market. 

I trust that all those who believe 
in foe co-operative ideal will join 
their local retail society, shop in its 
stores and help to revitalise 
democracy and accountability by 
attending meetings and making 
their voices heard. 

RICHARD B1CKLE 
Norwich 


Nation of beggars 
and fund-raisers 

Sir: Whatever the result of foe 
election the next government will ■ 
look more to charities for foe 
delivery of welfare. The 
“charitisation" of the economy has 
been a feature of foe last IS years . 
as much as privatisation has been. • 

The view of foe \fohimanr Action 
Histoiy Society is that for charities 
to thrive, a good strong public 
sector is a rase requisite, without 
which anarchy and waste prevail. 
The pre-Beveridge lessons are 
there: charities and hospitals 
stumbled from financial crisis to 
crisis, provision was patchy and 
largely inefficient, and fraud and 
corruption rife. Today, charities are 
forced to spend resources in a 
grossly uneconomical way in foe 
unseemly scramble for funds. 

As England reaches the 
Millennium it has become a nation 
of fund-raisers, yet aU parties want 
to be rid of beggars on the street. 
COUN ROCHESTER (Chair) 

Dr JUSTIN DAVIS SMITH 
(Secretary) 

RODNEY HEDLEY 
(Committee Member) 

Vohmiory Action History Society 
London SE5 

Feel good enough 
for a gamble? 

Sin Our foreign-owned media have 
conspired to hide Ibe feel-good 
factor from us. Overseas 
commentators, especially those in 
Europe, are bemused tty the fact 
that foe Conservative government i 
gets little or no credit for creating !■ 
the most successful economy in 
j Europe. 

Canvassing on foe doorstep, we ■. 
find that the feel-good factor is 
emerging in a strange way. Some 
voters are so confident in the future . 
that they feci that they can safely 
gamble on a period of socialist rule. 
This is a back-handed compliment 
to foe Conservative government: 
but at what risk? 

EDWARD KEULETT- 
BOWMAN.MEP 
(lichen. Test <ft Avon, Con ) 
Christchurch Dorset 
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Michael Howard, an old 
friend, drops in on the 
former chancellor’s 
campaign in rural . 
Yorkshire. In such visits 
the Euro-sceptic battle 
for the Tories’ future is 
taking shapes says 
Donald Macintyre 

M ichael Howard is getting slightly 
impatient. His friend of more 
than 30 years, Norman Lamont, 
can’t decide what book to choose 
in Hammick's of Harrogate. On 
a whist lestop election tour of Yorkshire the 
Home Secretare has been lured into the book- 
shop where both have been promised a freebie 
to celebrate something called World Book 
Dav. Lamont asks for the just published Virtual 
Historv bv the right-wing author Niall Ferguson. 
"It’s all about the what ifs - you know, like what 
if Norman Lamont had become Prime Minis- 
ter?" Sadly, it is not in stock. 

At this point, Howard, in deference to his tight 
schedule, strides purposefully over to a display pile 
of Alan Bennett’s Miring Home. Lamont: “You 
can’t possibly get that, Michael, he’s a terrible old 
lefty." Howard: “I think it’s thoroughly appro- 
priate. It’s a perfectly good Yorkshire book." Lam- 
ont: “WelL it’s got lots about Harrogate, I sup- 
pose.” Now, Rosemary Lamont suggests for her 
husband The Enfpish Patient. But wait: this is the 
screenplay, not the Oondatje noveL The novel is 
then sought and found. There then ensues a dis- 
cussion about the film, which she has seen but nei- 
ther Howard nor Lamont have. Mrs Lamont says: 
"There’s a marvellous piece in The Spectator by 
Freddy Forsyth. Don't read it before you see the 
film. It absolutely takes the history apart” 
Howard murmurs that he isn’t quite sure how all 
this is going to help the lories win the general 
election. As the party leaves, glimpsing the lurid 
cover of Appassionato, Lamont says: “Actually I 
think I'd have preferred JiDy Cooper.” Howard 
determinedly keeps walking out into the street. 

We are privileged to be here at all. For, unusu- 
ally, Lamont has imposed a “no national media” 
regime on his campaign. Indeed the only way you 
can can invade his air space is by arriving with 
a senior Cabinet minister. “I take the [Tony] 
Benn view. That you people get between us ana 
the people. Anyway, I am fighting a campaign 
here. I really can’t be bothered to give interviews 
all the time. I don’t see the point. Some people 
don’t think they’re alive if they aren't appear- 
ing on television.” Today, however, he is genial- 
ity itself. His campaign shows every appearance 
of going well. Whether because he is more 
instantly recognised than any other Tory back- 
bencher, or brcause of the energetic work he has 
been putting in since he was selected for the seat 
last year, he is given star treatment during their 
stroll through the town. 

Normally, the (famous) Cabinet minister 
approaches an innocent member of the public 
and introduces him to the (little known) parlia- 
mentary candidate. Here, however, Lamont 
docs the introducing. He is particularly popular 



at the cab rank. As he modestly points out, it is 
a £15 fore to Thorp Arch, just outside the con- 
stituency where his wife comes from, and where 
they are both living, and he is one of their best 
customers. One driver even proudly displays a 
piece of paper with Lament's autograph on it, 
gathered on just such a journey. When we meet 
a young man who is for from sure about voting 
Conservative, Howard asks him what he does, He 
names the local restaurant where he works as a 
waiter. “Oh yes,” says the former Chancellor 
thoughtfully, “they do excellent fettucine there.” 
Nevertheless Lamont is campaigning hard. 
His unusual poster is his own design: the Day- 
glo shocking pink in which his name is picked 
out ran during printing into the blue background, 
giving it the fetching purple look Peter Man- 
delson has now favoured for Labour. And so is 
his leaflet, a lot of it devoted to the candidate’s 
stand against cuts imposed by the Liberal 
Democrat council. Never mind that as Chan- 
cellor he severely reduced the proportion of local 
authority discretionary spending. This is, as the 
leaflet proclaims, “the man to fight for Harro- 
gate and Knaresborough". He is especially 
proud of his campaign to save the Bilton library 
from closure. Above all, the liberated Lamont 
grandly ignores the policy of the government of 
which he was a member until 1993 by express- 
ing “total" opposition to a “single European cur- 
rency which will lead to a European state”. He 
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brushes aside the question about the repeated 
rumours that in the event of a Tbiy defeat he will 
stand for the leadership on a straight platform 
of EU withdrawal. But while there aren’t many 
things that Lamont agrees with John Major 
about, the centrality of Europe to the campaign 
is one of them. He is utterly adamant- and tms 
time utterly serious - in saying after weeks of 
personal door-to-door canvassing, that “Europe 
is the No 1 issue of this election”. 

This makes Michael Howard a highly appro- 
priate viator to Harrogate. And not just because 
he and Lamont have known and liked each other 
since they were contemporaries in the Cambridge 
Union. Howard has been prominent among 
those who argued, in the end suc- 
cessful^, thm Europe needed to be 
elevated in the Tory campaign. He 
could not be more scrupulous, 
given his total opposition to the 
single currency, in defending the 
policy of “negotiate and deride" 
on EMU. He refuses, more rigor- 
ously than the Prone Minister 
himself; to discuss the prospect of 
defeat, and the consequences, 
which must be much on his mind, 
for his own career. Among the 60- ^ m 

odd candidates he will have visited 
by the end of the campaign, many, like Lamont, 
have used the freedom given them by Central 
Office to flout government policy and declare their 
outii^t opposition to the single currency. This will 
not do him any harm if and when it comes to the 
ksadeidup contest he resolutely refuses to discuss. 
But neither his views, nor, to be honest, the rail 
populist seam into which he taps are in doubt 

Howard is a pro-active campaigner. He bounds 
up to shoppers and has no compunction in ask- 
ing them both how they intend to vote and how 
they voted last time before telling them that 
“imemployment’s coming down, crime's coming 
down. We’re on the right track. Stick with us.” 
He loses no time in memorising for later use the 
figures given him by Sapt Frank Farmer at 
Leeds's once beleaguered Oiapdtown police sta- 
tion. Supt Fanner says frankly that he doesn’t 
think the ending of the right to silence has made 
much difference on his own patch, but he is 
utterly enthusiastic about the advent of CCTV 


in his area. Hxs figures are music in Howard’s 
ears: detection of violent crime op 19 per cent; 
street robberies down 20 per cent; overall crime 
down 1Z5 per cent Howard will rqseat these fig- 
ures in a series of interviews, sharply warning a 
slightly abrasive Yorkshire Television reporter 
that the broadcast will be monitored ana if he 
leaves out an answer saying that only the Tbries 
are promising an extra 5,000 policemen and 
another £75m worth of CCTV over five yeais, 
there will be an official complaint. This is not to 
say his approach always works; in the Pudsey con- 
stituency of the Tbry candidate Peter Bone, a 
woman eloquently told Howard as he reded off 
the 33-point plan he has for speeding up the crim- 
inal justice system: “YouVe had a 
— long time to do a lot of things, and 
now you’re saying you're going to 
do a lot of things.” But inYeaoon, 
where there has been a spate of 
shop crime, one belligerent sbop- 


6 For the first 
time, Howard had 
tO defend himself keeper said he didn't see why 


against the 
charge of being 
soft on crime 9 


young offenders had to go to 
court at afl. Why couldn’t they just 
be banged up straight away? This 
was too much even for the most 
right-wing Home Secretary since 

the war. Perhaps for the first and 

only time in t h i s - campaign 
Howard was forced to defend himself gainst the 
charge of being soft on crime. 

As with law and order, so with Europe. 
Howard rarely loses the opportunity to say, 
despite the growing - and for some pro-Euro- 
peans alarming - evidence to the contrary, that 
Labour policies wfll lead to a “federal Europe”. 
Ifs easy, travelling with the sceptics, to see more 
anti-Europeanism than in fact costs. But some 
clear cases are even missed by-Howard. Jack 

Howard firmly that education has derimedhi the 
last six years and that “all the teachers I know 
over 40-45 are just looking forward to their 
retirement”. They disagree and Howard moves 
on. Afterwards Mr Hart says he b tempted foy 
the Liberal Democrats because he is in strongly 
in favour of extra taxes for education and 
health. But he is dismayed by their European 
policies and will probably vote for the Refer- 
endum Party. A woman who bumps in to 


Howard in the greengrocer's in Yeadon is wor- 
ried about Howard’s arguments on education 
but then also says, after he has gone, that she is 
worried about Europe. Worried how? “That we 
are losing our national identity.” Suddenly you 
begin to see what Labour is frightened of. 

This isn’t to say that doubts over Europe are 
actually determining voting behaviour. On 
\Rfednesday, after the ICM poO, it looked as if they 
migfebe.N(Mthafst»ltodear.Oneoftheinore 
experienced candidates Howard met yesterday 
had some interesting advice to pass on about the 
state of the campaign. It didn’t major on Europe; 
instead it suggested Central Office should be mak- 
ing more, especially among Asian voters, of 
Labour’s plans to scrap the assisted places 
scheme; and of the lories* promise to introduce 
an allowance for married couples looking after 
children or elderly relatives. The main problems 
he identified: m rural constituencies, fanners were 
upset at the import of beef which had not been 
exposed to as rigorous testing for BSE as its home - 
produced equivalent, and Labour's claims about 
the abolition of the basic state pension. 

What Europe does do is to identify the prob- 
able battleground to come. You can't be sure, 
because they won’t talk about it. But ifs now a 
raring certainty that if either Portillo or Howard 
became leader they would envisage, at the next 
election, a Tory platform that demanded rene- 
gotiation of Britain’s relationship with the EU, 
backed by the dear threat of withdrawal if she 
failed to get her way. Howard’s Euro-sceptic 
record is not in doubt: and unlike Redwood he 
cannot take the blame for being disloyal. But last 
weekend’s little spat about the importance of the 
Amsterdam summit between Clarice and Howard 
was a harbinger of what may come. Howard always 
wanted Europe at the top of the lories' campaign 
agenda. Clarke, who will surely stand, always 
feared it would obscure the party's economic mes- 
sage. Portillo, Heseltine, and Hague could all be 
formidable rivals. There will be deep doubts about 
Howard's election winning potential. But Howard 
led the pressure on Major to rule out a single cur- 
rency; he has experience of office. He has assid- 
uously courted editors from the Daily Mod's Paul 
Dacre to the Sunday Tekgmph’s Do minic Lawson, 
tea party that will swing still further rightwards 
after Thursday, he can't be written off 
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All the (strange) news that’s fit to print 


“II 


' f the Tbries get back 
in," said someone the 
. other day, “it will 
prove that truth is stranger 
than fiction.” 

But truth is stranger than 
fiction. 

There are baffling news 
items that I read 30 years ago 
which still stick in my min d, 
more dearly than any fiction 
1 read at the time. 

One was a report in Time 
magazine that the Republic of 
Andorra had just realised it 
was at war with Germany. 
They had declared war on 
Germany in the Second World 
War, like many countries. 
Unlike all the others, they 
had forgotten to repeal the 
declaration at the end of the 
war. Hastily, 25 years later, 
they did so before Germany 
could march in again. 

Another unlikely item I 
read at that time concerned 
television in Ireland One 
night, as Tfelefis Eirefinn 
closed down, hundreds of 
Irish viewers reported that 
transmission actually con- 
tinued for some while after, 
of some broadcast by an 
American station with an 
identifiable call sign. 
Investigation showed that 

there was indeed such a station 


in the USA hut that it had 
dosed two years previously. 

And these odd things are 
still cropping up in the 
papers, to torture someone 
like me who is trying to invent 
stranger things. For instance, 

I used to think that what 
happened in Louis Malle’s 
Lip to the Scaffold could not 
happen in real life. This is a 
film about a man who 
commits the perfect murder 

in the li^wfrcnt&e caretaker^ 
( thinking the building is 
empty) switches off the main 
power. Result the lift stays 
where it is, half-way down, 
and the man is condemned to 
spend the whole weekend in 
the lift, not 100 yards from 
his victim, when Ik is meant 
to be getting away from ii all. 

When I fast saw the man's 
desperate attempts to escape 
from the lift, I remember 
comforting myself with the 
thought that Such ni ghtmarish 
things never happen. But last 
week there was a story in the 
Bristol Everting Post about two 
cleaning ladies who were 
finishing their shift in a Bristol 
office Mock at 8am on the 
previous Saturday when their 
lift jammed. There was 
nobody else in the building. 



Miles 
. Kington 

They were trapped all 
Saturday and were still there 
Sunday morning. If it had 
not been for someone who 
had come back by chance to 
get some extra work on - 
Sunday morning and heard 
their cries for beta, they migh t 
have been therefor two days, 
might even have died. 

There was another 
impossible story in our local 
paper last week. The Bath 
Gironde reported that a 
train at Bradford-on-Avon 
hit a car on a level crossing 
because the car's wheels were 
stuck in the track. Now, this 


is clearly impossible, because 
for a car to get stuck in the 
track, it would have to be 
facing along the track, ie 
travelling in the same 
direction as the train. How 
could that happen? 

Easily, explained the 
Chronicle. The driver was 
frying to do a three-point turn 
on the level crossing when he 
got stuck. The road leads to 
a cul-de-sac, and maybe the 
driver was Crying to turn and 
retreat He just chose a 
damned stupid place to do it 

Another impossible 
incident was reported last 
week, though I only saw the 
headline and not the store. It 
was on Friday, I think, when 
I was leaving Paddington in 
the direction of home that I 
saw an Evening Standard 
headline: “WOMAN SETS 
FIRE TO LONDON 

MUGGER". I wish I had 
learnt more of this bit of 
stylish retaliation. But I learnt 
all I wished to know in 7Tre 
Guardian recently of a tale of 
sexual revenge in Thailand. 
(Sensitive readers may wish 
to slap this next bit.) 

It seemed that a woman in 
provincial Thailand was fed 
up with her husband's 
infidelity, so she cut off his 


perais as he slept. Apparently 
this is not so uncommon in ’ 
Thailand, and there was 
indeed a hospital near the 
man's home which specialised 
in reattaching male genitalia. 
But mindful of this and in 
order to prevent it happeninc, 
the woman had attached tfu : " 
guilty penis to a helium- fdUd 
balloon while he still slept and 
launched it into the sky. 

Now, once you start 
thinking about these stories, 
you start wondering. You 
start wondering why neither 
of the cleaning ladies’ families 
bothered toworiy when they 
didn t come home. You 
wonder how a man can go on 
sleeping after his penis has 
been cut off. Bui however odd 
and untrustworthy a store 
seems, it does stick in your 
mind, and I shall always 
remember the image of this 
balloon with its grish- cargo, 
and the man frantically rowing 
the engine on the railway line 
at Bradford -on-Awn, and 
the image of Andorra bene 
tempted to tty a surprise 
invasion of Germany, and 
the tong-dead American TV 
station beaming in on 

from outer space... 

What I wouldn’t do is diirc 

to make any of them up. 
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the commentators 



can 


mark me down 
as multiracial 



.m 






I next for Tiger - 
Woods, who must 
already be an even- 
_ money bet for Time magazine’s 
Man of the Year, although 1997 
fa no t yet a third of , the way : 
-through? A fortnight ago, he 
blasted the spbn of golf into a 
new age. Now he threatens to 
- detonate a bomb under an even 
older and more pervasive 
Am erican practice; that of 

; identifying people bytheirrace. : 

.Yesterday he appeared on 
that most influential of Ameri- 
can tribunes, the Oprah Winfrey 
Show, and introduced a new 
.word into the language. He did 
pMtTegird himself asblacfc, but . 
: as “Cablinastan”, a compound - 
'term covering his own exotic 
ance: a dash of Cau- 
a doUop of hLadcaleav- 
_ of Indian aDd a topping of 
^Aaan, in his case part Thai and 
*part Chinese. 

? . Now young Tiger was being 
a mite disingenuous, having 

..not to Cabfinasians^ut tobl^k 
golfers past, so long denied the 
right of even competing there. 
Forthe average American, too, 
ashe well knows, he is a black. 

; Indeed' even his own father* 
-referring to the traditional attire 
prof ' the. Masters winner, de- 
scried him as “a black in a 



-i 


V 


blihasian has- dawned, and 
i not before tilde. America’s way 
h of^dasrification by race is cof- 
H lapsing' raider the weight of its 
absurdities. 

\ ' The practice is as old as the 
Wanfryi dating back to the new 
republics first census in 1790, 
with itsihree categories of “free 
white male", “free white 
female", and “slave". Later the 
process was refined, with the addition of 
“mulatto", “quadroon" and “octoroon". But 
earty tins century these niceties were scrapped, 
and. replaced in practice by the infamous 
“one jtttop* principle that helped seal the 
segregation of the races in America. One speck 
of bta&in the pot of white pamt, this theory 
ran, 0 ^fporny was irretrievably lost 
Fhjfome Fiftieson, of course, attitudes to 
race (affinal ones, at least) changed. Jackie 
Ro t ri nfl ^B ' p layed baseball for the Brooklyn 
Dbdgeft, apd the owl rigfitsmovrmcnt devel- 
od^'ft^wtiiriinn<*femmcledrpTOgjmmne 
of aiSmariye ractkm,. designed. td combat 
raoatmscrimuiatkm in school and workplace. 


Rupert 

Cornwell 

The golfing 
hero Tiger 
Woods 
identifies 
himself as 
Cablinasian, 
a mix of 
Caucasian, 
black, 
American- 
Indianand 
Asian 


i of Mack blood could have 
advantages in a white world Claim it, and a 
place at college, on a training course or in fed- 
eral of local government might be secured 
under Quotas reserved for blacks and minor- 
ities, despite academic results that, had you 
applied as a while, would have been too poor 
to qualify. _ 

The system, of course, could be, and has 
been, abused - one reason why affirmative 
action and quotas are so unfashionable today. 
Perforce, a person identifies his own race; hand 
that task to a government bureaucrat and you 
summon the . shades of Nazi Germany and 
apartheid South : Africa.- But radial self- 
identification fails for other reasons, too. The 
present American census form offers seven 
specific choices: Wade, white, Hispanic, Amer- 
ican Indian, Alaska native, Asian, and Pacific 
islander, plus an eighth category of “other”. In 
the 1990 census, almost 4 per cent of the pop- 
ulation opted for this last, despite its connot- 
ation of subspecies or second-class citizenship. 


If nothing changes, one of this 
number, when the na»r census 
rolls around in 2000, wSl be 
Tiger Woods. Thanks m part to 

him, however. thgre is a distinct 
chascb that the situation may 
change.- 

Out Cablinasian ’ Masters 
champion is but one of the mil- 
lions of Americans who can 
only be classified as multiracial. 
By 1994,. according to the US 
Census Bureau, there were 3 
million nUerrarial couples in 
the country, and even black 
Americans, traditionally less 
prone to many outside their 
race, were doing so three times 
as often astheydid in 1970. The 
method of counting them, how- 
ever, no longer measures up. 
(Nor, incidentally, does the lan- 
guage. Spanish has the word 
mestizo , for people of mixed 
race, to which no equivalent 
exists in English.) 

Why, the everrgrowiqgmutti- 
ractal contingent argues, should 
its members tick a single racial 
category, denying a half or a 
quarter of their heritage? The 
present classification may suit 
the purposes of affirmative 
action. But does' a multiracial 
person 'belong to a minority - 
and, if so, which minority? 
Theoretically there is another 
answer, of tiddng more than one 
box on the census form. But in 
a country addicted to statistics; 
that would create the statisti- 
cian's nightmare of totals a dding 
up to more titan 100 per cenL 
Thie* black Americans do fiiD 
often argue for the status quo as 
a means of preserving a sense of 
ethnic identity, or. in the case of 
radicals such as Louis Earra- 
khan, of strengthening demarc- 
ation lines between the races. 
Already, however, several states have taken the 
obvious step of adding a “mnltirariaT category 
to their official forms, and this week the Con- 
gress held hearings on whether to make sim- 
ilar changes ro the censusfonn and otheried- 
eral documents. 

But why not make the advent of the Chbli- 
nasian Tiger Wxxi a cue for a bolder, even bet- 
ter move - that of scrapping official racial clas- 
sification in its entirety? One strand in the 
eternal American dSemira over race is the con- 
tradiction between tite gc^ of fostering* sense 
of racial pride and identity, and the notion of 
America as melting-pot. where every ethnic ■ 
and racial tension one day wfll miraculously dis- 
solve. These aims ought not to be contra- 
dictory. But man imperfect human worid they 
are, and formally categorising people by then- 
race only makes the problem worse. 

- More so even than General Cohn Powell, 
Tiger Woods offers some balm for America's 
raciai wounds. Beyond his graceful manner and 
gmaring athletic ability, he embodies some- 
thing new in America, ofmaltiradahsm on the 
march. Not that awful, twisted parody of 
multiratialism that was the OJ Simpson affair, 
but a. reality that flies in the race of his 
country’s obasaon with racial differences. Like 
ever-growing millions of Americans, he is a 
walking melting-pot. If, from his example, 
America can. somehow devise a new concept 
of race, the benefits will be for an of ns. 

Thke this writer. English by culture, British 
by passport; and' beneath that in my veins 
courses a dollop of Irish, a drop of Jewish, a 
pinch of German, combined with a heap of 
Anglo-Saxon. Scratch the skin, and we’je all 
multiracial • 


They want our vote, 

not our opinions 



ang on a minute 
. As Jon 
pleaded on 
Channel -4 News 
_ the other night, 

- "Theie-is nothing that turns the. 
electorate off more than to see 
politicians arguing about stat- 
istics.” Not quite. There is noth- 
ing that turns off some of the 
electorate more than seeing 
four men bickering about fig- 
ures, especially when two of 
them are Michael Howard and 
JackStraw. 

Cast your mind back, if; 
can, to a few weeks ago. " 
election was going to be about 
women. Women's votes were to 
decide its results. The gender 
gap recognised by the Clinton 
campaign was to be addressed. 
AS those female floating voters, 
the twileby switchers, were to 
be wooed ceaselessly in terms 
of policies and presentation. So 
what has happened? 

A very simple but effective 
piece of research called Watch- 
ing Women, published yesterday 
by The Fawcett Society, shows 
exactly what has happened. It 
is basically a head count of the 
women who have appeared 
during the election news cov- 
erage. The week monitored 
was 4-10 April, and the pro- 
grammes stndied were the daily 
election output of all four ter- 
restrial channels. A record was 
made of the oumberof appear- 
ances of those contributing to, 
presenting, commenting on or 
reporting the election news, 
whether they were Michael 
Buezk, or a war-popped woman 
in the street. The aim was to see 
how comprehensive this cover- 
age was in reflecting the popul- 
ation with regard to gender. 

- During the period monitored 
women made up only 16 per 
cent of appearances in the elec- 
tion news coverage, and only 20 
percent of election news items 
were covered by female jour- 
nalists. Female politicians 
hardly made it on to the screen 
at all with eight appearances 
compared with 127 appear- 
ances by male politicians. Sev- 
enteen male academics were 
consulted during that week and 
not one female one. The Fkw- 
cett Society points out that, 
contrary to popular opinion, 
women watch just as much 
news as men. In fad they watch 
the main television news pro- 
grammes in slightly higher 
numbers. As Shelagh Diplock, 
director of the society, says, 
“Women’s votes will decide the 
result of the next election but 
women are almost invisible in 
the election news coverage. 
With a week to go before 
polling day, broadcasters would 
need to use wall-to-wall women 
to get anywhere near restoring 
the balance.” 

Now, one might argue that 
even wafl-to-wau women might 
not impress female voters, that 
it is a nonsense to suggest that 
women can on/y be governed by 
women, that It does not matter 
that much of what we are 


by Suzanne Moore 



t£STL£r 


The great unmentionable is that women 
want power. Fakers that we are, we lull men 
into thinking they can carry on as normal 


watching, listening to and read- 
ing is dominated by men. Yet 
the overwhelming feeling this 
produces is a mixture of tired- 
ness and boredom and - if you 
can be bothered - anger. If men 
cannot make the effort now, 
daring this supposedly crucial 
time, when can they? 

If the spin doctors on all 
sides feel that their female 
pohticians are not an asset, if all 
the experts just happen to be 
male, if serious interviews can 
be left only to the Paxma a/ 
Dimbleby brotherhood, if when 
“ordinary women" are inter- 
viewed they are captioned as 
“mothers”, “single parents” or 
“widows”, what hope is there? 

The big Es - Europe, the 
economy, employment, are, we 
are told by men, what this elec- 
tion is about Bin employment 
seems to refer only to male 
employment, and the economy 
and Europe are presumed too 
complicated for those of us 
sadly born without penises to 


comprehend. What we end up 
with is patronising little bundles 
of issues that are aimed at 
women, but assume women’s 
only interest is the family. Yet 
the issues that relate the domes- 
tic sphere to the public world of 
work - parental leave, child 
care, the rights of part-time 
workers, the minimum wage, 
child benefit, pensions - have 
been completely overshadowed. 

I do not expect modi from 
the Tories, but I was led to 
expect more from Labour. 
What a shower of arrogance has 
rained upon us. If spin doctors 
took any notice of their own 
focus groups, these men would 
not hide away the dishevelled 
and disarming women polit- 
icians such as Clare Short and 
Mo Mowlam in favour of the 
acceptable clones, such as Har- 
man and Jcrwett. They would 
not have turned Chene into a 
Stepford wife whom one 
expects to malfunction at any 
minute. “You must give me that 


recipe, you must give me that 
recipe ..." The theory that 
Cberie is in feet an alien - “Just 
look at the eyes" - was put to 
me fairly persuasively the other 
day by a man who appeared 
otherwise fairly sane. 

Ptrhaps, though, it is all our 
fault. Perhaps we just don’t try 
hard enough. Perhaps we are 
just not hard enough for the 
ballsy world of press confer- 
ences and high jinks on the 
bade of the bus. Shirley Wil- 
liams says that at press confer- 
ences the female journalists 
are not the ones asking the 
questions. The cliche is that 
women just do not function well 
in these adversarial situations. 


but that is not the whole story. 
The poini-scoring, the himed- 
at behind-the-scenes intimacy, 
the social lubricants that make 
the trirole machinery run, were 
designed by men for men. It is 
not that women are somehow 
superior. We can be as awful, as 
arrogant, as obtuse, as any man. 
Ail we arc after is what men 
take for granted: that our gen- 
der is not constantly noted - 
and that can be achieved only 
tty a more equal balance. 

We hare, 1 fear, been too 
reasonable for too long. We 
hare tried to seduce men into 
thinking wc can enter into their 

r em without disrupting it, 
l we can slip in quietly 
through the back door. The 
result, as the fiween research 
so dearly shows, is that nothing 
much changes; that politics lags 
behind the real world, where 
women are achieving. 

Of course; the great unmen- 
tionable, the dung we keep to 
ourselves, is the idea that we 
want power. Oh no, we don’t 
want power, we say, batting our 
eyelashes; just equality, a fairer 
system. Fakers that wc are. we 
lull men into thinking they can 
carry on as normal that there 
will just be a bit more skin 
around. The truth is that more 
women would mean fewer men. 
In terms of this election it 
would hare meant that the boys 
would not have been inter- 
viewed by the other boys quite 
so often; it would have meant 
that a whole raft of issues from 
gay rights (remember them?) to 
nursery education to the femi- 
nisation of poverty would have 
been taken more seriously. 11 
would have meant fewer 
women being observed through 
two-way mirrors by researchers, 
and more women observing. It 
would hare meant that the gap 
between the views of middle- 
aged men and the views of vast 
swaths of the population who 
do not need to be told that fam- 
ily and unemployment struc- 
tures have changed radically 
would begin to be addressed. 
Who knows, it might even have 
meant that more of us felt that 
the election had something to 
do with us. 

A week logo, and we are still 
expected to be grateful for 
crumbs from the high table. But 
we are not; we are hungry for 
change, a change that means 
more than a change of govern- 
ment. Why should we support 
a system that makes us invis- 
ible? If those who would gov- 
ern us can’t even see us, why od 
earth should we see any of 
their points of view? Its not the 
switchers that should make the 
politicians so nervous, it’s the 
switched off. 


Ulster dialogue? It’s a slanging match 

The womerfe coalition is speaking up far consensus amid Unionist rancour, says David McKittrick 


pr 


int 


V : 


T hree members of the Northern 
Ireland women's coalition are 
standing in the election on a 
platform of consensual accommod- 
ation. apparently undeterred by their 
traumatic introduction io. party poli- 
tics in the Northern Ireland Fonnn for 
Political Dialogue. _ 

The women tell with amused near- 
disbelief of their experience in the 
forum, an institution which has fallen 
spe ctacular ly short of the official aspi- 
- ration that it might promote dialogue 
and understanding. 

It has cost the Government aw** . 
than £5min less than a year; it faaup- 
posed to bring the politicians closer 
together; both Labour and Tories 
have promised to prolong hs life; yet 
it has become a byword for acrimon- 
ious division. 

It has become the scene of rancour. 

' in a recent debate oil BSE, members 
had some difficulty in making out.thc 
words of the women’s coalition rep- 
resen tative, Monica McWilliams. As 
she spoke, the Rev Ian Paisley’s son, 
Ian )r, kept up a commentary: 
“Mooo.” be intoned “Mooo. mooa 
moot*. Moooooo.” It was a fairty typ- 
. day m the forum- ... • 

&j£at instance the trahuanaUy 
■bariae ftisiey sense ofhumpur wasm 
. :crid«iM'a t -frur rer many other occasions • 
the forum has Jived up t o rtsTrepufa- 
tkxi for straight unpleasantness and 
d aewd “Sit down; you are m idfot, 
PaafcyJr called taUmomst MP Ken 
- “Shut up, you,” he shouted 

fMri&fter member. 


women’s., coalition: “They are doing 
their best to destroy anything that 
smacks of Umomsm or Protestantism. 
Thank God only 7^300 icBofavotedfor 
these women." 

The tone* in -other words, has been 
not one of courteous discourse but of 
confrontational insult The i/a/iscrri- 



me, Mr Chairman.” one Unionist inter- 
jected- “You were not on the gin and 
tank last night, by any chance? ” 
Sometimes the tone cari go beyond 
uncouthness and verge on menace. - 
“There is* if -peopte are not careful 
going to be violence in Northern Ire- 
land,” Democratic Unionist . Jack 
McKee warned during a debate on loy- 
alist marches. “The Wood of the Ulster 
people will run red in the streets if our 
traditions are interfered with. I want^ 
to say: they ain’t seen nothing yet.” 

- live many.Umonist members, Mr 
McKee is strong on asserting loyalist 
marching rights. Thus in a debate on 
roads and transport his concern was 
not confined to the provision of thor- 
oughfares "I’ want to say one thing 

before starting property, w fee declared. 
“It is afi right bmkfing these roads, but 
are we going to be allowed to march 

up and down them? That is one issue 
that will have to be tackled.” ■ ■ 
The institution opened its doors in 
June of lasryearus part of the talks 
process. It sends delegates on to the 
main talks, but itself meets in . pubhc 
oircdayaweckfechiijcaltyithasllO 
members, but Sinn Fein never took its 
seats and ibe other nationalist party, 
the SDLP, resigned and withdrew 
within weeks; saying it was clear the 


forum was set to.be a scene of acri- 
mony rather than dialogue. 

That left the institution as an essen- 
tially nationalist-free zone, with 57 
Unionists, headed by David Trimble’s 
Ulster Unionist Party and Ian Paisley’s 
DUE dominating 15 other members 
of five small parties. The departure of 
the nationalists did little to improve 
the tenor of debate, a visitor report- 
ing: “The forum was supposed to 
promote ieconaliaficai.lt fairly heaves 
with hatred.” ' 


' i m The forum was 
supposed to promote 
reconciliation. It fairly 
heaves with hatred? 


Even with the nationalists gone there 

hasbeen no sense of dialogue between 
the Unksust blocs and the smaller par- 
ties. The leader of the middle-of-the- 
road AUianCe party. Lord Alderdke, 
said: “It is an absolute nagettythal, bav- 
ing got foe SDLP in the forum, the 
Unionists tack die very first possible 
op p or t uni ties to chive them out, and 
have d e m o ns tra ted no appetite for 
dialogue and leconriKatiou-” 

' Avoiding ro Mrs McWnfiams: “It is 
a very nasty place to be at times. There 
have been days when Iput my hand on 
my head with despair. The level of seo- 
rariah commentary is as raw as anything 
you'd hearin a street fight. Everything 
b completely segregated. In the early 
days, if we walked into Ibe ladies' toi- 


lets any Unionist women walked out. 
The only improvement is to the extent 
that they now remain in the tofleL" 
Another prominent figure added: 
“It was a purposely wasted opportu- 
nity. It was waked in the way the para- 
militaries talk about wasting people. 
Right from the start it was appalling 
- poisonous, vitriolic, a waste of time.” 
Four of the minor parties hare 
withdrawn from the forum's parades 
committee, the women’s coalition 
protesting that the committee, which 
includes the deputy grand master of 
the Orange Order, would not meet 
Catholic residents' groups. The 
women are new contesting three West- 
minster seats, including that of Mr 
Paisley, but are unlikely to cause him 
much trouble. 

As an exercise in democracy the 
: forum has not come cheap. Leasing 
and fitting out the third floor of a large 
city-centre office block cost £3 .5m, 
while afurther £2m has been spent on 
running costs. Delegates axe paid 
£100 for each day they attend, plus 
- travelling and subsistence expenses. 

The Northern Ireland Office is 
unable to say how much money has 
readied the pockets of the individual 
members, but since Unionists make up 
SO per cent of the attending members 
they have obviously received the bulk 
. of the money. It is dear that for the 
larger Unionist parties the fonnn is 
something of a goldmine. 

The institution, was a Unionist con- 
ception, coming into being largely as 
a result of pressure on John Major 
from David Trimble. Some in govern- 
ment hoped It would serve a useful 
function, but few now ding to that. 


belief. It has just been made known, 
however, that the Government has 
bowed to Mr Trimble’s pressure to 
extend its fife for at least another year. 

That pressure was heavy, Mr Trim- 
ble even threatening to pull the plug 
on the entire talks process if the forum 
were dosed. He announced publicly: 
“As weVe said - no forum, no taRs.” 
The Government is dearly anxious to 
avoid alienating Mr Trimble and his 
Westminster voting strength. Labour 
has followed suit ana promised that the 
forum will not be shut down. 

But even on the strict merits of the 
issue, the choice was a difficult one. 
The forum shows no sign of promot- 
ing dialogue, and at one level few non- 
Union&s would shed any tears at its 
demise. On a deeper level however, 
it can take years to set up such insti- 
tutions, and the idea of scrapping such 
an establishment gives pause even to 
many of its critics. 

But the forum's performance, 
coupled with the lack of headway in 
the main talks, has been a deeply dis- 
iDusionaig experience for many of 
those who had hoped round-table 
talks offered the main avenue for 
political progress. _ 

One senior political figure said pri- 
vately: “This has had a big impact on 
me. It has been incredibly frustrating. 
I have conducted that ifvotaig pattens 
remain the same in the Wsg&nxnster 
election, then there is .absolutely no 
chance at all of any kind of negotiated 
settlement in Northern Ireland - 
absolutely none.” Thus far in the elec- 
tion campaign, there is little to suggest 
that the future conduct of politics w3l 
be much different from the past 


r ADVERTISEMENT 

DANGERS OF MAY DAY 



It may come to pass 
The socialist class 
Will find a job 
In Brussels at last: 

The minimum wage 
Puts men off stage 
Job seekers suffer 
New Labour rage. 

Costs hit prices 
With acceleration 
As socialists back 
E.C. regulation. 

It will come as no surprise 

That Blairism damages Enterprise. 

* 

Aimed by Aims of Industry, 

40 Doughty Street , London WC1 
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CWS vows to hound 
Lanica chief and his 
City co-conspirators 
‘to their graves' 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Andrew Regan abandoned his 
audacious £l-bn break-up bid 
for the Co-operative Wholesale 
Society yesterday after his City 
hacked "pulled out. The decision 
ends one of the most astonish- 
ing takeover attempts of recent 
years, a bailie Lhat pitched a 31- 
y car-old entrepreneur against a 
130 war-old movement steeped 
in the co-operative tradition. 

The CWS. however, con- 
tinued its offensive and com- 
menced criminal proceedings 
against Mr Regan and a civil 
action against his financial 
advisees. Hambros Bank and his 
lawyers, Travers Smith 

Brail hwaite 

The dramatic end came after 
Nomura International, the 
Japanese Bank which was pro- 
viding the Regan camp with 
f 1.2bn of debt finance, became 
increasingly nervous about the 
use of stolen documents in the 
bid. It was also concerned about 
Mr Regan's explanations of a 
E2.4m payment to an offshore 
company two years ago. 

It is understood that Nomura 
had been repeatedly asking 
Hambros for assurances re- 
garding the cash payment to 
Trellis International in January 
1995. 

It sent a letter to Andrew 
Salmon at Hambros on 
Wednesday night demanding a 
more detailed explanation re- 
garding the payment, made to 
a Swiss bank account number 
207766 for assistance in nego- 
tiating a contract with the CWS. 
It set a deadline of 9am yester- 
day morning for the response. 
Though a reply was received by 
the deadline, Nomura did not 
find it satisfactory. 

As it prepared to pull the 
plug. Mr Regan issued a state- 
ment through Galileo, the 
Lanica Trust offshoot being 


used for the bid, saying the com- 
pany would “not be pursuing its 
proposal”. 

Mr Regan was said to have 
behaved ’'maturely and profes- 
sionally” as his bid collapsed. He 
was not available for comment 
yesterday though one insider 
said: “It’had reached the stage 
at which Galileo felt it was not 
right to continue the proposals.” 
One insider said: "He reacted 
bravely. I thought he was quite 
impressive.” 

Mr Regan's withdrawal came 
ahead of a court hearing today 
at which the CWS is set to 
launch a scathing attack on the 
young entrepreneur. The Co-op 
promises "to brand Mr Regan 
and his advisers for what they 
are and hound them to their 
graves”. 

The CWS yesterday launched 
a barrage of legal action against 
Mr Regan and his team. It an- 
nounced private criminal pro- 
ceedings against Allan Green, its 
former retailing controller who 
was suspended last week and has 
admitted obtaining confidential 
Co-op documents and passing 
them on to Mr Regan. 

Criminal proceedings have 
also been started agains t Mr 
Regan and his right-hand man 
David Lyons for aiding, abet- 
ting counselling or procuring 
the theft and for handling stolen 
properly. A hearing has been set 
for 28th May in the City of Lon- 
don magistrates court. 

The police have not yet been 
brought in but the Co-op says 
that “rem ains an option”. The 
information was laid before 
magistrates yesterday. 

The CWS has also com- 
menced civil proceeding against 
Hambros and Travers Smith 
Brahhwaite. It claims both firms 
acted in breach of equitable 
obligations of confidentiality to 
the CWS. It is understood that 
the CWS is also pursuing indi- 
viduals within Hambros. 


Andrew Regan (far left) and his wife (second from left) at a table paid for by the Co-operative Wholesale Society at the Institute of Grocery 
Distribution Christmas ball at London’s Grosvenor House Hotel in December 1995. Mr Regan was the guest of Allan Green (top, third from left). 
Mr Green and his colleague David Chambers (centre, at front) have now been suspended as CWS executives 


A CWS spokesman said* "We 
have been advised that there is 
clear evidence that both these 
organisations acted in breach of 
an equitable obligation of con- 
fidentiality to CWS. They had 
no credible grounds for believ- 
ing that there was any legitimate 
basis for Mr Regan to have any 
such documents. Nevertheless, 
they proceeded to make unau- 
thorised use of those stolen 
documents.” 

Graham Melmoth, the CWS 
chief executive, sent yet more 
curt letters to Mr Regan’s ad- 
visers yesterday. One, dis- 


patched to Hambros Bank's 
chairman. Lord Hambro, asked 
whether Hambros’ lawyers were 
told that Mr Green had stolen 
CWS board minutes disclosing 
the legal and financi al advice the 
society had received in relation 
to Mr Regan's offer. 

“If not, what were they told? 
If they were told the tree posi- 
tion, how on earth could they 
(prwuj have concluded that Mr 
Green was in any way autho- 
rised to pass such documents on 
to Mr Regan?” 

It closes: “If your legal advice 
was 90 clear and supportive, pre- 


sumably you will have no diffi- 
culty in making a copy of it avail- 
able for all to see. The CWS has 
been a victim of a wide-ranging 
dishonest conspiracy to steal its 
documents. I mean to get to the 
bottom of iL” 

Sainsbutys yesterday wrote to 
the CWS admitting that it was 
approached by Mr Regan about 
the possible acquisition of some 
of the CWS’s larger supermar- 
kets. It says it was provided with 
a list of CWS stores with ap- 
proximate sizes and estimates of 
associated car parking spaces 
and a list of figures “purported 


to be sales figures for individ- 
ual CWS stores for 1994”. 

It says the details on store 
sizes were provided by HUlier 
Parker, surveyors, and were 
therefore not regarded as con- 
fidential On the sales figures, 
it sought, through its advisers, 
Lazards, to obtain assurances 
from Hambros that the infor- 
mation had not been obtained 
improperly. . 

The letter from Sainsburys 
group secretary, Nigel Matthews, 
doses: “I should also like to con- 
firm that Salisbury's terminated 
discussions with Mr Regan and 


his advisers on Wednesday 16 
April and have had no further 
discussions since.” 

It is understood that the reg- 
ulatory authorities such as the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry and the Securities and 
Futures Authority may yet de- 
cide to get involved in the af- 
fair. It emerged yesterday that 
the CWS had written to the 
Stock Exchange asking it to in- 
vestigate whether any share- 
holders in Galileo traded shares 
in Lanica with the benefit of in- 
side information. 

Comment, nase 23 


Co-op sees off Regan’s £L2bn bid 
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Eurotunnel extension may give 
governments a share in revenues 


Michael Harrison 

Eurotunnel may be foreed to 
share some of its revenues with 
the British and French govern- 
ments in return for being 
granted an extension to its 
Channel Tunnel concession. 

This emerged yesterday as the 
Anglo French consortium an- 
nounced a reduction in bottom- 
line losses last year lo £685m 
and said that this summer's 
£S.7bn debt refinancing could 
feature a rights issue allowing 
shareholders to prevent Euro- 
tunnel's bunks taking conLrot of 
the tunnel. 

Eurotunnel is pressing the 
two governments to extend the 
concession from 63 lo 99 years 
to help it obtain approval lor the 
refinancing from shareholders 
and its 2211-strong hanking 
syndicate. 

Bui senior Eurotunnel exec- 
utives believe that the British 
government in particular will 
want to exact a price for anv 
extension. Eurotunnel's con- 
cession was extended in 1993 to 
run a further 10 years until 2051 
In return the company agreed 
to drop a Jl Ibn-plus compensa- 
tion claim against the two 
governments lor the cost of 
safety imprwements imposed 
on the project. 

^Tien the concession expires 
it will revert to the two govern- 
ments for them to sell to 
another operator. By that time 


Countdown to restructuring 


» 15 May: Tunnel to re-open fully after repair of 
fire-damaged section. . • 

* Late May: Prospectus issued to shareholders detailing 
£8.7bn refinancing. Final proposals sent to banking • . 
syndicate.. 

> Mid-June: Eurotunnel resumes full freight shuttle 
service. • 

1 10 July. Paris egrn to obtain shareholder approval for 
restructuring. •• 

> Autumn: Debt res&ucturing approved. New shares 
issued to banks giving them 45.5% of equity. 

> December: Market share back to its pre-fire level. 
Eurotunnel on course for operating profit m. 1997. 


it will have become a highly 
valuable asset One Eurotunnel 
source said it was likely the two 
governments would “want a 
share of the action”. 

Patrick Ponsolle, Euro- 
tunnel's co-chairman, said 
yesterday that a significant ex- 
tension to the concession was es- 
sential if it was to secure the 
support of its shareholders and 
banks for the restructuring. 

He compared Eurotunnel's 
65-ycar concession with the 
999-ycar concession Eurostar 
has been given lo operate the 
planned high-speed Channel 


Tunnel rail link and said that al- 
though another 10 years would 
be significant it would not be 
enough to satisfy shareholders. 

He was speaking as Euro- 
tunnel announced a bottom-line 
loss for last year of £685m - 
down from £925m in 1995 -and 
gave further details of how this 
summer’s refinancing will affect 
its 720,000 shareholders. The 
restructuring will see £4.7bn of 
Eurotunnel debt exchanged for 
equity' and other forms of paper 
in a deal which, could give the 
banks between 45.5 and 61 per 
cent of the company'. 


It emerged yesterday, how- 
ever. that shareholders mil in 
certain circumstances be enti- 
tled to apply for all the shares 
being offered to Eurotunnel's 
banks under the £lbn debt-for- 
equity swap element of the re- 
financing, thus enabling them to 
keep control of the company. 

However, for this to happen 
Eurotunnel's share price would 
need to rise by almost 50 per 
cent between now and the au- 
tumn when the swap is expected 
to take place. Under the com- 
plex restructuring package, ex- 
ist mo shareholders will be 
endued to apply for the new 
shares being swapped for debt 
only if the market price of 
Eurotunnel's existing shares is 
85 per cent or more of the price 
of the new equity, which is ex- 
pected to be priced at £1.25- 
£1.30. Mr Ponsolle urged 
shareholders yesterday to leave 
the shares to the banks unless 
there was a very substantial rise , 
in tbeir value. 

Meanwhile, Eurotunnel 
announced plans for the full re- 
sumption of services this sum- 
mer and enhancements to its Le 
Shuttle service and forecast 
that it would make an operating 
profit in 1997 for the first time. 

The tunnel will re-open fully 
on 15 May with a full freight- 
shuttle service resuming in mid- 
June following last November's 
fire on board a lorry shuttle. 

Comment, page 23 


Laura Ashley 
recovery stalls 


Jim Levi 


Laura Ashley shares collapsed 
yesterday as Ann Iverson, chief 
executive, admitted that her 
recovery programme for the 
fashion and fabrics group had 
run into trouble this year. 

The shares plunged by 41 p to 
104p as the company issued a 
profit warning for the current 
year. A year ago the shares were 
trading at double the current 
level, buoyed by hopes that Ms 
Iverson could dramatically 
transform the group’s fortunes. 

Latest results for the year to 
25 January did show the re- 
covery well on course with 
profits before tax up 57 per cent 
from £10 Jm to £16.2m and a 
doubling of the dividend to lp. 
With group sales running at over 


£300m a year, there were hopes 
among City analysts that this 
year profits might have been in 
the £22m to £24m range. 

However, Ms Iverson has had 
to warn, that profits for the cur- 
rent year, alihongh ahead of 
last year “will be below current 
market expectations”. Analysts 
quickly trimmed their forecasts 
bade to between £18m and £19m. 
This implies earnings per share 
might only edge up from last 
year's 4 Jp to around 5p a share. 

Gross margins on sales re- 
main stuck at around 5 per 
cent and the hope of margins in 
double figures wfl] have to wait 
until 1998/99. Ms Iverson dis- 
closed that delays in store open- 
ings meant her own “overly 
aggressive sales targets” for gar- 
ment ranges were not being met 


Laura Ashley 
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and the company would have to 
cut prices to shift unsold mer- 
chandise. Latest accounts show 
stock levels shot up from £66.6m 
to £93. lm at the end of last year. 

Ms Iverson, who took on the 
chief executive’s role in June 
1995 with a potential incentive 
package worth £5m, still re- 
mains confident she is on the 
right track. In the North Amer- 
ican market, which she de- 
scribes as still the greatest 
vehicle for growth and profit im- 
provement. there was a 26 per 
cent rise in selling space. But the 


expansion has still to make an 
impact on sales, which fell 9 per 
cent during the year. The UK 
operations showed a healthier 
8 per cent sales increase but on 
the Continent turnover also 
dipped - affected partly by the 
strength of sterling. 

Strong sterling wined 
£800,000 off profits last year. At 
today's even higher level it 
would have knocked another V; 
£l.lm off the total. New store 
openings strongly feature in 
the current year. 

Comment page 23 


Invesco fined by Imro for the third time 


John WMcocfc 


Invesco Asset Management yes- 
terday became the firk company 
ever to be fined three times by 
Imro. the investment regulator. 

Imro announced that it had 
fined Invesco £60,000 for 
breaching its rules on handling 
client money, following two 
other fines in 1993 and 1991. 

Invesco must also pay Iraro’s 
costs of £25,500 for the latest 


breach of the rules. These 
breaches included failing to 
reconcile client money bank 
accounts on time, failing to 
correct differences on reconci- 
liations, and failing to maintain 
written compliance procedures. 

In 1991 Invesco suffered a 
£75,000 fine from Imro for sim- 
ilar reasons, related to the ad- 
ministration of PEPS and client 
money. Then in 1993 Imro 
made 55 charges of manage- 


ment and procedural failings 
against Invesco, some of which 
related to assets claimed by the 
Robert Maxwell pension funds. 

At that point Imro fined 
Invesco £750,000 plus costs of 
around £L6m. Invesco then 
completely replaced its top man- 
agement ui London, spurred on 
by new American owners. An 
Imro source said yesterday that 
everything had been pul right in 
this revamp “except the 
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reconciliations department, 
which was overlooked.” 

In the latest list of charges, 
Imro said Invesco had accepted 
it had failed on a number of oc- 
casions to reconcile its own 
records of client account bal- 
ances with the bank in which 
these funds were kept. For in- 
stance, Invesco did not cyrrv out 
reconciliations for one client set- 
tlement bank account from 
January lo August [Wq, 


Racketeering scandal 
hits Nomura profits 


Nomura, the scandal-ridden 
Japanese securities house, ad- 
mitted yesterday its profits had 
been hit bard since it emerged 
two months ago that it had been 
paying money into a racke- 
teering organisation. known as 
a sokaiya, to stop its annual 
meeting from being disrupted. 

The company yesterday an- 
nounced that fees from under- 
writing stocks and bonds in 
Japan soared by a third in the 
year to end-March, but report- 
ed an overall net loss of Y271bn 
(£132bn) due to the bail out of 
a real-estate lending subsidiary. 

While conceding that the 


s°kana scandal would linn prof- 
its this year. Nomura predicted 
thrciuld remain in the hl.tck oven 
tf customers continued to Jocrt 
and ff it was ordered In the ret 
ulatoty authorities to shut down 
trading on its own account lot 
*-*veral months. 

In March alone, when the 
scandal broke, profits were 
halved, said Takamichi Arma, 
director of Nomura's finance 
department. “This \var win K' 
difficult But hy cult in e costs, 
we II probably manage'to stay 4 
in the black.” Earlier this week * 
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The CWS chief 
executive’s sense of 
rage at the disloyalty 
and thieveiy of one of 
his own executives is 
one thing. But ft is 
nothing against the 
anger he feels towards 
the City for its fee- 
hungry willingness 
to enter this sordid 
conspiracy* 


W ith Andrew- Regan and tris team in 
fuU flight and the Co-op prenniang 
to pursue them to their graves, the 
time has perhaps come to ask how they ramp 
financier, backed by an those highly paid CSty 
at fti seis, could so horribly bam moj edged 
this extraordinary smash-and-grab raid. - 
The first setback came when the pfans 
leaked. Though newspapers and share 
traders thrive on such things, leaking scaicefy 
ever works to the advantage of the HMfW . 
for it gives die target time to muster its 
defences and prepare the ground against 
invaders. In this case the leak was near dis- 
astrous. The Regan assault was in effect a 
consortium bid. Even when things are going 
to plan, consortium bids are notoriously dif- 
ficult to keep on the rails. It only requires 
one of the moving parts to break ranks, or 
get cold feet, and the. whole thing folk apart . 

' Butpeihaps the Regan camp's most seri- 
ous mikake was to underestimate the oppo- 
sition. Graham Melmoth, chief executive of 
the CWS, has proved a feisty and highly 
effective fi ghter. If Mr Regan believed the 
CWS was such an enfeebled organisation 
that it would simply roll over -and let its 
tummy be tickled, he could not have- been 
more wrong. The Co-op has. excelled itself 
with one of the most hard-hitting, irrever- 
ent and masterful defence campaigns m 
years. Using the press and the courts as its 
main battle weapons, the Co-op has man- 
aged to see off the bid before it was ever 
tabled. A- ” 


Nor iy Mr Melmoth prepared to back off 
now that he has won and allow the CSty to 

«t VSr- 



specdal investi- 
gations emit to the DTI, from imro to the 
Serious Tirand Office, and from the Securi- 
ties and Futures Authority to the Stock 
Exchange, is bemg prevailed upon to inves- 
tigate tne matter and act. No wonder 
Nomura got cold feet. It’s in enough trou- 
ble already bade home in Japan without a 
British financial scandal to cope with as wcJL 

Now that the balloon has gone up, we are 
being treated to an extraordinary and dis- 
rqx^bktfisj^ofC^adviseBnmningfer 
cover. According Co the Co-op, almost no 
l^al undertaking is too great for these peo- 
ple to sign if it means keeping these matters 
from coming to court. Never darken our 
doors, again ? Yes, yes, , we'll sign that, no 
problem. 

Mr Mehnoth’s sense of rage at the dis- 
loyally and thievery of one of nis own exec- 
utives is one thing. Bnl it is nothing against 
die anger he feels towards the CSty for its 
fee-hungry willingness to enter this sordid 
cottsph&jr, knowingly making use of stolen 
CWS material. He is right to push for the 
strongest possible action and retribution. 
This has been a shameful episode for the 
City, matching some of its darkest moments. 

One good thiruj may have come out of it, 
however. The affair has blown away some 
dusty old cobwebs within the Co-operative 


movement, forcing it to re-examine its role 
and purpose in the modem world. Change 
is now inevitable. The only question is wtet 
shape it will take. 

Sentiment unlikely to 
rescue Eurotunnel 

Ttisarumsort of rights issue when the cx- 
Jjsting shares have .virtually to double in 
price before the new ones can be offered at 
any sort of discount: But then Eurotunnel 
is a rum sort erf company. Barring a mfrade 
or a lapse into insanity in die markets, this 
particular rights issue is one that Hnronm- 
nefo Jopfrsnfleriag shareholders wiB not have 
to worry their heads about. 

The arithmetic works like this. When 
Eurotunnel launches its £8.7bn debt refi- 
nancing this summer it intends to swap about 
£lbn of that debt for shares priced at 
around £L30. Since the shares are currently 
languishing at 71p it would take a rerating 
of tiuty heroic p rop or tio n s to get diem to the 
point where anyone would want to touch the 
new equity, save for Eurotunnel's bankers. 

Theyarebent over the proverbial barrel and 

have little choice bat to take the shares or 
put the company into liquidation. 

It is a fair net, however, that somewhere 
among the 720,000 tortured souls w!k> make 
up Eurotunnel's share register there will be 
the odd patriotic Englishman or crazed 
Reach dentist who insets on his inalienable 


right to throw more good money after bad 
into this hole in the ground. 

It is just conceivable that sentiment will 
move Eurotunnel's way. But for that to hap- 
pen it wiB have to get another 35 yeare on 
ns concession and foe Anglo-French Safety 
Authority will have to bios a freight shut- 
tle design which is akin to a potential inferno 
on wheels. 

But at least for once the interests ctf banks 
and shareholders are aligned. There is every 
incentive to get the share price up because 
the nearer the strike price gets to the mar- 

bakSssmto tbewa^^hatwo^^owthe 
banks to exchange their debt at par when it 
is trading in the seconda r y debt market at 
around 40 per cent of face value. 

Fantasy? Almost certainty but that may 
not stop some shareholders taking the 
plunge even if the prospectus has a health 
wanuqg printed on every page. 

Iverson slips on her 
first banana skin 

S o sow we know. Despite her hi gh repu- 
tation as the woman who revived the for- 
tunes of Mothercare, the woman who can 
do no wrong, Ann Iverson, cannot walk on 
water after all Last year when Laura Ash- 
ley shares were riding high at 220p, valuing 
the company at SO times prospective earn- 
ings, the market was factoring in something 


miraculous from her. Reality broke through 
yesterday but not before giving poor Laura 
a brutal spanking as the shares lost almost 
one third of their value. Can it be long be- 
fore Ms Iverson follows the path trodden out 
of the door by her likeable predecessor, Jim 
Maxmin? Over-ordering stock and having to 
slash prices to shift it does, after all, seem a 
pretty fundamental and wholly avoidable 
management mistake. 

But perhaps such a harsh judgement is 
premature. Ms Iverson claims almost every 
aspect of the business needed firing when 
she cam e nearly two years ago. 

She has been attempting to improve the 

nfacturing costs under control an ^pursue 
a strategy of aggressive expansion in the 
toughest of markets all at the same time. It 
is haitity surprising there has been a hic- 
cough. There maybe more. 

Up until now, her performance has actu- 
ally been pretty good. Her latest set of prof- 
its at £16J2m were last achieved back in 1 989. 
T2to previous regime bardty made any prof- 
its for five years. So while this is a bad slip 
up, she’s not been doing too badly. 

We are still a long way from Ms Iverson’s 
target of double-digit margins on sales, but 
she refuses to abandon it and still promises 
to reach it within four years of her appoint- 
ment. 

Ms Iverson can perhaps be forgiven this, 
her first banana don, but she better just pray 
it is also her last. 



to cool economy 



Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 
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The next government should 
raise taxes rather than interest 
rates to cool down the over- 
heating economy, a leading 
business organisation said yes- 
terday. The B ritish Chambers of 
Commerce warned of wage 
pressures at home because of 
slrill shortages and damage to 
sales overseas because of the 
strong pound. 

This analysis is backed tty a 
new forecast from the London 
Business School published this 
morning. It predicts that growth 
will exceed 3 per cent thisyear, 
taking the number of uncm- . 
ployment benefit claimants 
below 13 million. Tbugher 
polity action is needed to head 
off an inflationary boom, the 
report concludes, and taxes 
should be used to take some of 
the strain off interest rates. 

Both followed a similar call 
by the Confederation of British 
Industry on Wednesday. 

Official figures on Britain’s 
recent trade performance pub- 
lished yesterday showed ten- 
tative signs that the increase in 
sterling during the past six 
months has started to hit export 
volumes. The BCC survey was 
the latest in a series reporting a 
tailing off in new export orders. 

Yesterday’s survey, which 
covers services as well as man- 
ufacturing, reported the lowest 
exports for four years. In man- 
ufacturing sales growth had 
continued to slow, while in 
services the growth bad slowed 
from its record level in the 
final quarter of last year. 

The weaker export outlook 
was offset by the strength of 
domestic demand. Official 
figures for national output in the 
ribs! quarter of thisyear, due this 
morning, are expected to show ■ 



growth well above the eco- 
nomy’s sustainable trend. 

J6b creation plans remained 
buoyant, according to the cham- 
bers of commerce survey, with 
services companies’ planned 
employment at the highest level 
this decade. But this was lead- 
ing to recruitment difficulties. 

David Richardson, BCC- 
presidenvsaid there was a dan- 
ger skill shortages would feel 
wage inflation. “The priority 
must be to tackle the skills 
problem which is swiftly be- 
coming the Achilles’ heelof the 
British economy,” he said. 

Ian Peters, deputy director- 
general. said: “^whilst many 
commentators believe that in- 
terest rates wffl have to rise after 
the election in order to contain 
inflation, this .will have tbe - 


damaging effect of hurting man- 
ufacturing investment and ex- 
port competitiveness.'' 

Separate figures yesterday 
showed the gap between im- 
ports and exports had widened. 
'. The defiat on trade in goods 
nose to £758m in February from 
£535zn the previous month. 
March's deficit with. non-EU 
countries increased to £606m 
from £43 7m in February. 

Lower import prices kept 
the import bill subdued. The 
underlying volume of impo rt s in 
the latest three months’ figures 
was 6.4 per cent higher than a 
year earlier. Export volumes 
were up £L2 per cent over the 
same period, but fen L5 per ceur 
in the latest month and were vir- 
tually flat in the latest three 
months. 
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Vickers and ICI profits 
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Michael Harrison 

Two of British industry’s best- 
known names yesterday fell 
victim to the strength of ster- 
ling as both Vickers and ICI 
warned that the rampant 
pound would hit profits this 
year. • 

■Vickers unsettled the mar- 
ket by disclosing that first- 
half profits would be less than 
tbe £3l.8ra achieved last year 
because of falling export orders 
and .thinner margins. The an- 
nouncement prompted a lu 
per cent slump in its share 
price from 226p to 2015p. . 

Sir Richard Lloyd, chair- 
man, told the annual share- 
holder’ meeting that profit for 
ihe fint quarter was below that 
for the corresponding period 
last vear. 

"Export orders * and let me 
rcmindyou that in recent years 
Vtckeis has exported on ave£ 
age about 50 per cent of UK 
turnover— are proving harder 
to <Atam and profit margins on 

them fend to beginning,” he 

■ 

Meanwhile I Cl warned that 
the pound’s rise" was likely to 
wipe something like £l 20 m 
from profits this year. Toe 


nie Hampel told the annual 
shareholders’ meeting: “The 
strength of sterimgisworrjrag 
»nrf, it it remains high, can onty 

have a significant arid debili- 
tating effect of British indus- 
try and exports in particular.? 

The comments came along- 
side the announcement of a 
sharp fell in first quarter-prof- 
its from £202m to £65m and 
helped drive ICI shares down 
by 20p to 720p in heavy 
trading. 

Analysts are now pencilling 

in profits of around £500m 
compared with earlier esti- 
mates of£600m : £650m.When- 
ICI announced its full year fig- 
ures in February, it said that 
the pound’s strength was ukety 
to knock £80m-£90m from this 

year’s profits. 

3 Since then, however, tjrtimg 
has appreciated still further. In 
the first quarter the sponger 
pound reduced profits by 
about £40m compared with 
£!5m in the final quarter of 

l9 jci said that exchange rate 
movements together with 
weak prices in ite Tioadc and 
nolvester divisions had re- 

direed profits by £!50m. los- 


ing oil prices also exacerbated 
the squeeze on margins and 
' depressed exports, it added. 

11 The company refused to 
comment on reports that it is 

K axing a £4bn offer for 
evers speciality chemi- 
cals business, whidi was put up 
for sale earlier this year. Nor 
did it have aity news to report 
on the planned flotation, of 
Tioride. 

: However, the strength of 
sterling may force it to accel- 
erate its job-cutting pro- 
gramme thisyear. ICI intends 
to shed a further 10,000 jobs 
over tbe next two years, taking 
' the workforce dowo to about 
55,000. 

hi the last four years it has 
shed a fifth of its workforce. 
About 7,000 jobs will be direct 
losses and a further 3,000 will 
disappear from the payroll 
when tile Hoxide flotation is 
completed. 

- . Earlier this year British 
Steel confirmed that it was 
bringing forward its job re- 
duction programme d shed 
5,000 to 10,000 workers over 
the next five years, mainly as 
a. result of the currency 
aueeze on profits. 

I column, page 24 


Vncfconty 428 working days left 
before the launch of tbe single 
Bfof tWH Hmll—k rf 
England yesterday warned 
ag afo st complace ncy o w ptvpa 
rations. Even tfBritain does not 
join in the first w a ve, banks will 
need to start altering tfacir com- 
puter systems wrfhfri the next few 
months, writes Diane Coyle. 

Bat banks’ ability to take this 
advice, in the latest qu art erl y 


Banks told to prepare for EMU 


update on preparations for the 
euro, depends on derisions at 
the pan-European level, many 
of which have not yet been tak- 
en. The Bank urges tbe Euro- 
peas Monetary Institute and 
EU Commission to press ahead 
with derisions on key issues. 


Hie Bank’s warning not to 
count on EMU being delayed 
concerns preparations in the 
City’s financial markets rather 
Him high street heafce wiJ 

shops. The focus of this quar- 
ter's report is bow Loudon’s 
ftnaudal markets must adapt 


to tbe new currency; and it in- 
cludes the recommendations 
of a working party concerning 
issues such as whether and 
bow different types of security 
should be re-den omin a ted from 
national currencies into euros. 
But even though UK practi- 


tioners have reached a conclu- 
sion. Europe-wide agreement is 
stili needed, tbe Bank said. 

The Bank of England is 
continuing to lobby the French 
and Germans over Thrget, the 
planned inter-bank payments 
system under the single 
currency It has so for foiled to 
win their agreement that the 
UK can use the system if it opts 
out of EMU. 



There’s lots more of it in 
Emirates’ new Business Class 


More room: up to 52" seat pitch on Airbus aircraft and one of the most luxurious seats in the sky on our Boeing 777s. 
More comfort: supportive leg rest on afi Business Class seats. More of the same: personal video, phone, fax 
and the finest champagne, wines and cuisine. Need we say more? 







Emirates 


THE FINEST IN THE SKY 
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Regulator set to approve British 
Gas price cuts in South-west 



Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Clare Spottiswoode, the gas 
imlusirv regulator, is poised to 
approve British Gas's contro- 
versial package of selective 
price cuts in a ruling which could 
provoke uproar among rival 
suppliers and have long-term 
consequences for competition. 

Her decision on the discount 
scheme, which has cut some 
British Gas bills by up to 12 per 
cent in the first domestic com- 
petition trial area in the South- 
west of England, will not be an- 
nounced until after the election. 
Earlier indications from Of- 
gas. the watchdog, of a pre-poll 
announcement were optimistic 
given an unexpectedly large re- 
sponse to the public consulta- 
tion exercise. 

Centrica, the demerged 


British Gas supply business, 
revealed the price cuts last 
month after losing 20 per cent 
of its customers to rival suppli- 
ers in Devon, Cornwall and 
Somerset since the trial began 
last May. 

The package, the first time 
British Gas has varied its tariff 
on a regional basis, also gives di- 
rect debit customers a 6 per cent 
cut, doubling their discount, if 
they sign up for a year. 

Ms Spottiswoode is under- 
stood to nave told some rival gas 
companies that she is ‘‘minded’’ 
to let Centrica continue with the 
price cuts, known as \felue Plus. 
The move would be another 
sign of the thaw in relations with 
the company since it demerged 
from British Gas , now BG, in 
February. Earlier this week Ms 
Spottiswoode indicated she 
would be sympathetic to Cen- 


trica’s efforts to avoid Labour’s 
windfall utility tax. 

Of gas has also studied the 

/■* a l- t 



competition but does not say she 
i must “sustain", psntrica has ar- 
’gued the loss of 20 per cent of 
Us market share means com- 
petition has been achieved. 

Cntics of Value Plus argue it 
would transform the competi- 
tive playing field. The chief ex- 
ecutive of a large oil group* who 
did not want to be named, 
warned the price cuts would dis- 
courage the company from 
moving into the domestic gas 
market. He said the group was 

waiting to see how competition 
developed and would exammp 
potential profit mar gins 

Ofgas said it ad received 
more than 80 responses to the 


consultation process, of which 
more than half were in Centri- 
ca’s favour. The company has 
mobilised considerable support 
from some unusual sources, 
including letters to Ofgas from 
three of its banks privately ar- 

S that the cuts were a vital 
of its business plan. 

The Gas Consumers Counci] 
recognised Value Plus would 
benefit some consumers but 
strongly opposed its introduc- 
tion. Sue S bp man, GCC direc- 
tor, warned that the decision 
could stifle competition as the 
industry moved towards full 
national choice next year. 

Four of the largest indepen- 
dent suppliers. Beacon, Eastern, 
Calottes and ScottishPower, 
all vehemently opposed the 
price cuts. Evidence from 
Calortex claimed that, since 
the introduction of Value Plus, 


numbers of homes switching 
from British Gas had dropped 
alarmingly. 

The independent gas compa- 
nies say British Gas could extend 
the price cuts to the newest trial 
area of Kent and Sussex, where 
competition is more fierce. In 
two months Centrica has lost 
about 20 per cent of its cus- 
tomers. Ms Spottiswoode has 
told rival suppliers her ruling on: 
the South-west would not nec- 
essarily apply to the South-east 

Alan Lias, Beacon’s manag- 
ing director, said competition 
was not established yeL “These 
are still trial runs. The damage 
has already been done by 
British Gas in encouxagmgcus- 
tomers to befieve if they stay 
with the company they wQl 
eventually get the same dis- 
counts. There’s still tremen- 
dous inertia in the market," 


P&O cruises into the new century with £200m round-the-world superliner 



A new £2 00m superliner would enter the cruise 
market in the millennium, P&O Cruises 
announced yesterday. The 76,000-ton ship will 
be built at the Meyer Werft shipyard in 
Germany and mil be delivered for sendee in 
the spring of 2000. The ship, which has yet to 
be named, will carry more than 1^300 


passengers on world-wide cruises operating 
out of the UK. More than 400 cabins win have 
private balconies and 22 cabins will be 
designed for passengers with disabilities. Gwyn 
Hughes, managing director of P&O Cruises, 
said the superfiner would move cruise ship 
design into the new century and set new 


standards. The 886ft-long ship will join the 
Orfana, the Arcadia, which enters service this 
year foflowtng the retirement of the Canberra, 
and the Victoria in the P&O fleet Earlier this 
year P&O's subsidiary, Princess Cruises, 
announced plans to introduce a 77, OOO-ton 
liner in 1099, to be called Ocean P rincess. 


Betterware chairman 
defends £9l8m dividend 


Magnus Gritnond 

Andrew Cohen, the executive 
chairman of Betterware, whose 
family effectively controls the 
catalogue retail group, yester- 
day denied that a special £9.8m 
dividend was being paid to ben- 
efit his family just days before 
the possible election of a 
Labour government. The com- 
pany announced it planned to 
mate a one-off payment of 
9.31p a share to accompany a 
final dividend of i52p for the 
last financial year. News of the 
payment, which comes a year af- 
ter Betterware paid its first 
.special dividend of 2.6p a share, 
helped the shares rise lOp to 
12?p yesterday. 

Mr Cohen, who with his fam- 
ily owns around 46 per cent of 
the group's shares, is not un- 
known i«i controversy. Shares in 


the group crashed from 278p in 
1993 to 38 -5p in 1995 after the 
family raised £3 lm from the sale 
of part of their stake just 
months before Betterware was 
forced to issue a series of prof- 
its warnings and announced a 
slump in its annual results. 

One City observer said of the 
latest move: “There is a prob- 
lem in paying out a £9 5m div- 
idend principally to yourself. 
You could say it's in the inter- 
est of all the shareholders, but 
is it in their interest to flush all 
of the cash into Mr Cohen's 
pockets just before a general 
election? I don’t know." 

Mr Cohen denied any selfish 
motives yesterday and said the 
decision to pay the dividend had 
nothing to do with the election, 
declaring himself “not a polit- 
ical animal". 

The proposed special divi- 


dend was being made for the 
benefit of all the shareholders, 
he said. 

Referring to his family and his 
fellow directors, he said: "We 
kept 50 per cent of the equity 
all the way through. As far as 
we are concerned, the company 
is very cash-generative and we 
have no plans for this cash." 

He said there would have 
been other complaints if the 
group had used the money, 
some £12.6m at the beginning 
of March, to buy in its shares, 
which might have raised earn- 
ings per share, boosting per- 
formance-linked executive 
bonuses, or increased the fam- 
ily’s control. 

The announcement came as 
Betterware announced a rise in 
pre-tax profits from £9-29m to 
£11 ,5m for the 12 months to 1 
March. 


Brent Walker 
debates future 
of William Hill 


Clifford German 


Brent Walker, the debt-laden 
leisure group, is still consider- 
ing whether to sell its William 
Hill betting business after re- 
porting a group profit of £50.6m 
before lax and interest charges 
in 1«% compared with a loss of 
C4 14.5m the previous year. 

William Hill has 1.700 betting 
shops and could be worth 
£5lUm. lt> turnover rose 6.2 per 
cent last year while profits rose 
by ?n I percent to £5Q3m. Trad- 
ing since the beginning of the 
current year had been encour- 
aging. Sir Brian Goswell, 
chairman, said yesterday. The 
introduction of fruit machines 
and numbers betting had made 
a agnificim contribution but the 
betting services industrv re- 
mained volatile, he said. ‘ 

The options open to Brent 
walker include floating William 
Hill on the market, reversing it 
m\o a shell company, finding a 
merger partner nr looking for 
a trade sale. Bass, the breweries 
and hotels group that owns the 
GoraJ chain with 930 bcuinu 
shops in the UK. is widely re- 
garded as a potential buver. 

Group turnover at Brent 


Walker rose by 4 per cent to 
£1.73bn last year, on which the 
company made a profit of 
£216.5m before interest and 
Lax. The results were helped by 
the sale of its Pubmaster chain 
of public houses for£171m last 
November and by settling the 
dispute over the value of the 
William Hill betting business it 
bought from Grand Metropol- 
itan, the giant food and drinks 
group, in 1989. 

Brent Walker received a net 
payment of £36ra from the 
settlement with Grand Met- 
However, the dispute with 
Brent Walker's former chair- 
man, George Wtlker, over the 
sale of its French vineyard in 
1 989 cost the group £32Sm. 

Brent Walker still has debts 
of £1.5bn and interest charges 
cost £X65.9m last year. The 
company’s loan agreements 
with its bankers ran out at the 
end of this year and the com- 
pany must sen its r emaining as- 
set or renegotiate its debts. If 
it decides to retain William 
Hill, this would require the 
banks agreeing to extend the 
current facilities. Sir Brian said. 

The shares rose 0.75p 
yesterday to 2p. 


£50m to fix 
computers, 
says Abbey 


The “millennium issue" could 
cost Abbey National more than 
£5 0m in adapting the group's 
computers and other technical 
systems, lan Harley, finance 
director and the executive di- 
rector in charge of information 
technology for the group, told 
the annual general meeting 
yesterday. “It could well cost 
more than that if put together 
with the issue of converting for 
the euro." 

Lord Tugendhat, chairman, 
said he was very much in favour 

of Britain playing a part in a sin- 
gle European currency: “The 
volatility of sterling is much 
greater than other European 
currencies." 

Abbey National’s share of the 
increase in UK new mortgage 
business has improved since 
the last quarter of 1996 but re- 
mains below its 14.7 per cent 
share of the market. 

Lord Tugendhat said money 
continued to be tied up in the 
converting building societies, 
and Abbey's share of retail sav- 
ings flows had been well below 
stock levels, but the underlying 
performance was better than 
last vear. 

He said Abbey National was 
now selling general insurance to 
all customers rather than just 
mortgage customers. 
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Johnson gets £367,000 in compensation 

Brier Johnson, the former Redland director who joined rival bufld- 
ing materials company Rugby Group last April received £367,500 
in compensation following the termination of his contract, ac- 
cording to Redland ’s annual accounts. Mr Johnson was lured to 
Rugby lastyearwheiihe was appointed group chief executive fol- 
lowing the retirement of Peter Carr. The accounts also reveal that 
Robert Napier, RedlancTs chief executive, received a total salary 
package of £435,146 in 1996. Rudolph Agnew, appointed chair- 
man in May, receives a basic salary of £150,000. The compensation 
and salary details reflect a year when Redland’s pre-exceptional 
pre-tax profits fell by 27 per cent to £260m. The total dividend 
was held at 16.67p. 

NovoPharm to market version of Zantac 

Glaxo Wellcome has signed a licensing agreement to allow its rival 
NovoPharm to market a version of Zantac, Glaxo’s ulcer treat- 
ment. NovoPharm would be able to market its treatment 16 days 
earlier than other manufacturers, a Glaxo spokesman said. In 
return, Glaxo will receive unspecified payments from NovoPharm. 
Glaxo is dropping plans to appeal against a court ruling which 
allowed NovoPharm to market its generic alternative to Za n t a c 
from mid-July. Glaxo shares dropped as low as l,l50p on the news 
before climbing back to l,I56p in early afternoon trade, down 
9 .5p on the day. In March it warned it faced two lean years after 
its patent on Zantac, its best-selling drug, expired in July. 

Shire to distribute inflammatory drug 

Shire Pharmaceuticals is to distribute Hoechst Marion Roussel’s 
Calcort drug in the UK for 10 years from 1 May, with an optional 
five-year extension. Calcort treats inflammatory conditions such 
as asthma and rheumatoid arthritis without the side-effects on 
bones usually associated with oral corticosteroids. The drug is 
already prescribed in European countries. 

Pre-tax profits double at Austin Reed 

Austin Reed doubled pre-tax profits to £6ihn last year, on turnover 
up 7.5 per cent from £72.7m to £78 J2rm Earnings per share dimbed 
7p to 14.2p- The company said retail businesses were the star turn 
of 1996, with turnover up 10 per cent, boosted by growth in its 
womenswear division. However, external manufacturing turnover 
fell from £13. 7m to £13 Jm, with operating profit falling £l.lm 
to £800,000. The company blamed slack demand in Europe and 
the increased strength of the pound. Colin Evans, chairman, said 
the company was continuing to reposition Austin Reed as the “mod- 
em British brand" and planned to increased its distribution of 
Austin Reed mens and womenswear in the UK this year. 

Snakeboard unlikely to meet forecasts 

Snakeboard Internationa] said it was "‘extremely unKkely" it would 
meet the- forecasts contained in the company’s AIM admission 
document The company said that following the announcement 
made on 11 March about its trading position, trading performance 
in February and March had continued to be substantially below 
expectations. The company’s first interim report and business 
review will be published during the week starting 19 May. 
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THE INV ESTMENT CO LUMN 

edited by TQM Stkvenson 

ICI Ms to beat the 
ups and downs of 

the 




T ry as it might, ICI can- 
not seem to escape the- 
rack of the chemicals 
cycle. It has spent the 1990s 
trying to exit commodity busi- 
nesses and launched two big 
cost-cutting and productivity 
initiatives in an attempt to pro- 
vide some insulation from the 
vagaries of the market- Yet 
first-quarter figures an- 
nounced yesterday were again 
hammered by a fairiiliar com- 
bination of currency effects 
and collapsing prices. 

Pre-tax fnxmts crashed from 
£223 tn to just £7 0m in the 
three months to March. The 
group said the strong pound 
shaved £40m off the bottom 
line while its “best guess esti- 
mate" for the full-year impact 
has been raised £ 30 m or so to 
£120m since February. The 
news sent analysts’ red pencils 
through profit forecasts yester- 
day, anting them in the region 
of £I00m to around £480m. 

The worst damage came in 
the division most exposed to 
the cyde. Industrial chemicals 
dived into a £13m loss from 
profits of£87m in the same pe- 
riod of 1996 and £143m the 
year before. The plunge is per- 
haps imt surprising, given a 58 
per cent faS in polyester prices 
and 22 per cent slump in tiox- 
ide suffered up until earlier 
this year. It is sonic that vol- 
ume growth in the upper teens 
for both chemicals has not 
been translated into better 
retains, but may aogur for bet- 
ter times in the rest of the year, 
while prices are starting to 
move up again. If nothing 
else, the combination should 
provide a decent background 
for the flotation of the tiaxide 
operation, pencilled in for 
late tins year or early nest. 

Another disappointing area 
was the materials business, 
which sank from £61m to 
£24m. Profits inaoyiics, the 
raw material -used in some 
paints, plstic baths and sim- 
ilar products, held up well. 
However,- the ' films and 
poiyuretiuumbusmesse&l^ 
wilted in the competitive heat 
and Asian over-capacity re- 
mains a problem. 

Painlwhkh more than dou- 
bled its contribution to £30m, 
remains IQ’s star operation. 
But Charles Miller Smith, the 
former Unilever manager who 
now sits in ICTs chief execu- 
tive’s chair, cannot rest his 
strategy of bringing the group 
closer to the consumer cm 
this one division. Buying some 


of the Unilever speciality 
chemicals operations recently 
put up for sale mighthelp. but 
the group was keeping mum 
on that yesterday. 

Yet IQ is too big and the 
pace of competition too re- 
lentless for it to escape the 
cyde completely. With £76m 

-V ■_ in lhw> fio. 
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target of£400m benefits to the 
bottom line by the end of this 
year. But much of those will 
have to be given away to cus- 
tomers unless its rivals cut ca- 
padty more aggressively. So, 
even with the improving out- 
look, the shares at 70Q.5p, 
down 20 p, look fully valued on 
a forward p/e of 19. 

Retail group 
still fragile 

B etterware ’s manage- 
ment has worked hard 
to restore the catalogue 
retailing group's fragile repu- 
tation since 1993 when senti- 
ment was hammered by 
m -rimed share sales by the con- 
trolling Cohen family. The 
shares have bounced from the 
low of 38 Jp hit two years ago, 
but even after a 7J>p rise to* 
1 19 J>p yesterday, the recovery 
seems to have petered out over 
thepast 12 months. 

Tnere is clearly plenty for 
the City to remain nervous 
about. The reputation of 
Andrew Cohen, chief execu- 
tive, took a knock after the 
share sales. With 46 per cent 


of the shares, bis family is 
again set to be the chief ben- 
e&biy of the JS&n W be paid 
out under the new special 

dividend proposals announced 

yesterday. Even coining so 
close to the posable election 
of a Labour government, Mr 
Cohen probably deserves the 
benefit of the doubt, given that 
the possibility of a -special 
payment waS mooted six 
months ago'. 

More pertinent is the 
underlying trading picture at 
Betterware, which yesterday 
reported a 24 per cent jump 
in pre-tax profits to £1 1.5m for 
the year to 1 March. The 
figures are complicated by 
losses in the previous year on 
the former plastic moulding 
business and another VAT re- 
payment, which garnered 

£1 .25m in 1996/97. 

But at the sales level the 
company insists a slowdown in 
second-naif growth in the UK 
from 16 per cent in die previ- 
ous period to just 7 per cent 
last year is not to be taken as 
evidence of a maturing market. 
It remains confident it can 
achieve “high single-figure" 
growth over the next few years. 

Even so. the real excitement 
must come from abroad. Eu- 
rope could chip in £Im to 
profits this year, while the 
Latin American joint venture 
with Avon, which moves into 
Brazil next month, could be 
contributing at least that much 
by 1998/99. Flat profits of 
£11.5m in the current year 
would put the shares on a for- 
ward p/e of 16. High enough. 


Imperial Chemical Industries: At a glance 
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Trinity untroubled by strong pound 


T rinity Holdings, the specialist maker and 
exporter of buses, fire engines, dust carts 
and the like, says it has yet to be hit by 
the strength of sterling, despite 43 per cent of 
its sales going abroad. Exports soared 38 per 
cent in the year, helping total turnover to rise 
26 percent to£262m. 

Tbe rather slower growth in profit, up just 
9 percent to £17.4m. was blamed more on tem- 
porary difficulties within export markets them- 
selves. Those affected bus body kit maker 
Duple Metsec and UMW-Dennis, the joint ven- 
ture company in Malaysia. After allowing for 
the new shares issued to fund the acquisition 
of Douglas & Schopf in January last year, earn- 
ings per share were static at 20.6p. 

But cash flow remains strong -the company 
had £8.2m in the bank at the end of the year 
- and the current order book is also at record 
levels. Trinity is market leader in the UK bus, 
fire engine and refuse-collection markets and 
after combining Douglas & Schopf with Re- 


Branson attacks BA’s 
control of Terminal 5 





liaoce Mercury, has now added leadership in 
airport and dock-handling equipment. 

Although capacity at Dennis Specialist 
Vehicles was increased by 30 per cent in 1995, 
demand for buses and coaches was so strong 
that a further increase in assembly facilities is 
needed this year. DSV has 41 per cent of the 
bus market and 15 per cent of the coach mar- 
ket in the UK 

Growth in the domestic coach market lev- 
elled off last year, but £70m worth of orders 
from Hong Kong provides a sizeable cush- 
ion. Cuts in fire service budgets reduced de- 
mand 30 per cent below normal levels last 
year, although there are signs of a recovery 
in 1997. J 

The shares fell 3.5p to 315p, putting them 
forward p/e of 14, if profit forecasts of 
£19 jm for this year are borne ouL The con- 
tinuing strength of sterling is the mam obvi- 
ous threat, but assuming it eases the shares still 
look good value. 
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Ran deep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

The tussle for Terminal 5 went 
public yesterday after Richard 
Branson, chairman of Virgin At- 
lantic Airways, attacked the 
decision to band over the pro- 
posed £l-2bn development at 
Heathrow Airport to British 


intends to take the matter up 
with the Office for Fair Trading 
and the European Commission. 
..BAA says that its annual 
£L6bn revenue stream comes 
from three principal sources. 
More than £500m of the com- 
paty’s cash flow is from Us vast 
retail operations, another 

favkn cnnwi fmn. J.. : ■ 


which runs Heathrow, 

ruled that Tbnninal 5 - winch 
isstiU the subject of a marathon 
public inquiry -would be used 
solely by BA and its alliance 
partners if and when it was built. 

Mr Branson, who is leading 
the fight to stop BA’s plans to 
link up with American Air- 
lines, the carrier with the largest 
turnover in the world, said the 
move would give BA an uniair 
advantage over other airlines. 

“One has to ask whether this 

is a fair opportunity for custo- 
mers to give a brand, spanking 
new facility to a monopolistic air- 
line when all the earners are pay- 
ing for it," said Mr Branson, who 


lanoing rees ana more than 
£2G0m is garnered from BAA’s 
property portfolio. 

Mr Branson’s plea is also not 
an argument that BA accepts. 
Bob Ayling, BA's chief execu- 
tive, said it had long been the 
airline’s dream to offer cus- 
tomers “all of our services 
under one roof". “Today this 
dream moves one important 
step closer to reality," he said. 

The company pointed out 
gat it was also suffering from 
Heathrow s overcrowding. Re- 
cently, BA has moved its Latin 
Amencan and Central African 
flights to Gatwick to free up 
slots at Heathrow, 

The deal is conditional on BA 


leaving Heathrow’s Terminal 
1. Seen as a sop ty other airlines, 

BAA is looking to hand over 
Terminal l to a mega-alliance 
of earners including United. 
Luftlmnsa. SAS. Air Canada r-- 
and Thai. 

_ BAA's chief executive. Sir 
John Egan, said that BA’s move 
wass a key step in planning the 
Terminal 3 project. BAA said it 
would now discuss with other 
airlines just who should cm 
where at the airport. 

R A B A u V^ Bn ^ * ,id ifcn 

BAA first floated the idea that 
BA might control Terminal 5 
carUer thus year. "When BAA 
taW us that BA would haw 
terminal 5, we said tluu it was 
unacceptable without proper 
negotiations." * 

While all airlines and hi* 
business support Terminal ^ 
grew n groups and local aiunrik 
oppose it. The public inquire has 
nrn for nearly Mo wars and will 
Ion for another 12 months. l( 
planning permission is granted 
Terminal 5 could open in 2tXH, 
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Foostie boosted by the growing contingent of banks 


Ii was a bankers’ banquet with 
snares of almost every hi gh 
street clearer enjoying heady 
progress. 

Barclays, up 49p to U0Z5p, 

led the charge wrth the other 


making thejrpresencefeft. 

The sadden reawakening of 
banking support has been 
spurred by this week’s im- 
pressive d£but of the old Al- 


hance & Leicester building 
society and some encouraging 
trading statements. 

With four other building so- 
cieties, including Halifax, the 
bi gg est of tbero&Q, id their 
stock market starter blocks, in- 
stitutional investors arc agam 
fretting about the extent of 
tbezr exposure to the SoaoctaJ 
sector which could dominate 
Footsie in the next few years. 

Other, perhaps more crude, 
considerations were in also 
play. For example, takeover 
talk seems a regular feature of 


the sector, with Bank of Scot- 
land’s determination to under- 


seen as an illustration of its vul- 
nerability- The prospect of 
bankers flexing their muscles 
in other financial areas is also 
enticing the market. 

Barclays was, however, said 
to be a seller. The ever active 
rumour min ground out the 
suggestion it was on the verge 
of selling its BZW securities 
arm to a leading US investment 
house, perhaps Goldman 
Sachs or Salomon Brothers. 

The story is not new; but 


en the possibility that the 
bank’s tough new manage- 
ment will rest its case on high 
street hanking. 

The dilemma of the institu- 
tions over the composition of 
Footsie and their consequent 
financial exposure becomes 

mrm* pnrte WT Tfr fmmmtl 

addition. 

Footsie is already tilted to- 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


wards die financial sector and 
with this year’s recruits ap- 
proaching one fifth of its con- 
stituents will have a money 
background. 

The financials elbow their 
way into Fbcrfsie at the expense 
of, in the main, the more tra- 
ditional representatives of 
Britain’s industry and retailing. 

So RxXsie should, some ar- 

S ie, be constructed to minor 
e wide spread of commerce. 
At the moment its rulers have 
Sale discretion; they have to re- 
flect size. 

Financials have led Footsie 
higher this year encouraging 
thoughts that so long as they 
re main in-rampant form, the 
index will push to new highs. 


The latest gam, a modest 0.8 
points to 4388.5, was entirely 
due to money shares. 

Alliance gained 93p to 
5543p and Abbey National 
I03p to S253p. Standard 
Chartered put on 23p to 
9233p and Bank of Scotland 
18.5p to 357p. Royal Bank of 
Scotland, on Direct Line wor- 
ries, was restrained to a l-5p 
gain at 566 Jp. 

The Footsie finny did, how- 
ever, extend its winning nra to 
•nine sessions. 

Profit warnings took their 
toIL Vickers, the engineer and 
Rolls-Royce cars group, re- 
v&sed 23-5p to 202p, lowest for 
two yean, and retailer Lama 
Ashley was cut 41p to l<Mp. - 


Kingfisher edged forward 
5_5p to 668p with Sduodeis 

forecast ^£^^^£465^^^ 

Next finned to 658p following 
investment meetings, 

Vodafone slipped4p to 272p 
although Lehman Brothenre- 
mamskeen cm the shares. “Wfe 

believe that Mxfctfone offers 19 
per cent upside and a total re- 
turn of in excess of 20 per cent 
over the next nine months’’, 
says the US investment bouse. 

LocasVuity, the aerospace 
and vehicle components group, 
feD 1.5p to 191p after raying 
in, through ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett, another one million 
shares at 192p. 

Sterling’s strength took its 
toll with GKN and Siebe 
among the more ptominent ca- 
sualties. 

The optimistic Eurotunnel 
statement left FAQ lower in the 
water, off!5p at 59&5p and Eu- 
rotunnel finned l-5p to 71p. 

Omnkare, a health group. 


jumped 2&5p to 157p following 
a si gnalle d takeover approach 
and VideoLogfclost 53p to 51p 
on competition fears. Wwerfey 
Mining dipped a farther 4pio 
35_5p, reflecting its Scottish 
coal mining d&acle. 

Three newcomers made 
sound debuts. Comino, a soft- 
ware house, reached 139J5p 
from a 130p placing; Lady in 
Leisnre, a Mm chib business, 
traded at 12S3p from a HOp 
placing and Qnalceram, a 
bathroom suite maker, rose 
from 143p to 159 -5p. 

HopMnsans, the engineer, 
finned to 293p after producing 
profits of £814,000 compared 
with a £3m loss. It is confident 
enough to raid reserves to hold 
the dividend at l-3p. The group 
plans more disposals and a 
change of name, to Carbo. 

Arthur Shaw, the hardware 
group, edged forward another 
1.5p to 6JZ5p on the arrival of 
Ashley Levett, the commodi- 
ties trader, with 12 per cent 


Taking Stock 


OBorderTlekviskHi, one of 
file smaller of the commercial 
stations, is thought to be on 
the verge of increasing its 
radio operations. Rumour is 
that it is near to annonneing 
the acquisition of East Mid- 
lands Radio, now owned by 
CLT the Continental group. 
The deal Is likely to cost 
around £3m, including Bor- 
der taking on some Bin of 
debts. Border shares were 
little changed at 388p- 

OGnunpian, the Scottish 
conglomerate, edged ahead 
Ip to 1223p; there is talk it 
may seli-otf its veterinary and 
sports operations and 
concentrate on its knitwear 
side. The criticised ac- 
quisition of Edinburgh 

Woollen Mills is thought to 
have exceeded expectations 
with the market looking for 
group profits to increase to 
£13 ,5m and then move to 
£23m. 
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Downloading /row the Internet 
ivithout ISDN? 

Check hote your shares 
are doing tehile vou tea it. 
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The home ownership boom is 
pushing up unemployment 


C ould die British love a ffa ir 
with home ownership be the 
chief culprit behind the up- 
ward trend in unemployment over 
the past few decades? It is a timely 
question just as the housing market 
appears to be teetering on the brink 
of another boom, and the answer 
appears to be yes. 

New research* by Professor 
Andrew Oswald at Warwick Uni- 
versity, which he will present at the 
Department for Education and Em- 
ployment after the election, suggests 
that the consequences for the jobs 
market of an upward trend in home 
ownership have been profound. 
Increasing owner-occupancy and 
declining private renting have been 
associated with an upward mend in 
unemployment. Private renters have 
a noticeably faster rate of movement 
out of unemployment into jobs. 

Teeih-grindingjy irritating as it 
might he to admit it. there might have 
been a grain of truth in Norman Teb- 
bits “get on your bike" message - 
not that the government he belonged 
todid anything to make mobility any 
easier. Quite the reverse - extend- 
ing home ownership was one of the 
icons of the Thatcher era. The ex- 
pense and difficulty of selling a 
house and buying another is one of 
the things that prevents people who 
lose their jobs from moving on. 

It makes sense to suppose that the 
markets for housing and for jobs are 
linked. The “structural" unemploy- 
ment rate in a country, or the rate 
below which inflationary pressures 
will emerge, will depend on a whole 
range of factors that influence the 
costs of searching for work versus re- 
maining unemployed. These in- 
clude obvious things such as the level 
of benefit payments, but an unem- 
ployed person’s job search outside 
a very restricted geographical area 
will also depend on how easy it is to 
move house. The fact that it is 
expensive and difficult to move 
cements high unemployment rates 
in particular towns and areas. 

Yet policies to reduce unemp- 
loyment ignore the possibility that 
housing matters. We have had dereg- 
ulation in the labour market and in 
product markets, but the bousing mar- 
ket is more rigid than ever. Policy- 
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Coyle 

The difficulty of 
selling a house 
and buying 
another is one 
of the things 
that prevents 
people who lose 
their jobs from 
moving on 

makers have also paid scant atten- 
tion to the geographical distortion a 
high rate of home ownership imposes 
on the economy, despite the fact that 
the housing market boom is once 
again a South-eastern phenome- 
non. Southern house prices that 
ratchet higher in every boom will 
make mobility between jobs in 
different regions even less likely. 


The evidence Professor Oswald 
presents is compelling. He looks at 
patterns of unemployment and 
home ownership over time across 
countries, and across regions with- 
in countries. In all cases, the higher 
the rate of owneroocupancy, the 
higher the (male) unemployment 
rate. Thus high-unemployment 
Finland, Ireland and Switzerland 
have widespread owner-occupancy, 
while countries like Portugal and 
Spain, not to mention the US, where 
renting is far more the norm, have 
very low jobless rates. The housing 
market is better than alternative ex- 
planations Hire benefit rates at ex- 
plaining the international parte m. 

It is a pattern that holds over time, 
too. The bigger the increase in 
owner-occupancy, the bigger the rise 
in unemployment. A 10 percentage 
point rise in home ownership adds 
1J to 2 percentage points of 


In the UK, for example, the 
home-ownership trend cannot ex- 
plain all of the trend rise in unem- 
ployment, but can account for the 
bulk of it With a 30 percentage 
point rise in home ownership dur- 
ing the past few decades, it can ex- 
plain around six additional 
percentage points on the unem- 
ployment rate. Events like the oil 
price shock will lie behind the rest 
of the increase. 

If his theory is correct, it has pro- 
found implications for economic 
policy. In 1950 only 29 per cent of 
ramifi es owned their own home. By 
the early 1990s the owner-occupa- 
tion rate had climbed to 70 per cent 
The proportion renting privately 


Correlation between home-ownership and unemployment 



had declined from 53 per cent to less 
than 10 per cent 

Separate research** fingers ex- 
tensive home ownership as one of 
the reasons for the regional imbal- 
ances in the British economy. One 
of die driving forces of the late 1980s 
boom and subsequent bust was 
soaring boose prices combined with 
equity withdrawal following the 

relaxation of mortgage controls. 

Housing wealth increased from 
£307bn in 1980 to more than 
£l,000bn by 1989. 

The housing-driven boom was 
concentrated in the South-east and 
led to a widening of the north-scruffi 
divide. This was amplified by calls in 
the upper rate of income tax, which 
favoured the South-east because 
that is where most high earners live. 

The author Professor Chris Ham- 
nett of King’s College, London, 
writes: “The boom of the late 1980s 
was not a natjn nal phenomenon but 
was in fact a boom in, and for, the 
South.” This pattern is being re- 
peated in the current housing and 
consumer boom. 

The fail ure of economic policy to 
take account of the housing market 
will have serious repercussions for 
countries which join the single Eu- 
ropean currency. The mam economic 
concern about EMU is whether 
some countries would tend to suf- 
fer persistent high unemployment if 
the possibility of a reduction in 
their exchange rate were removed. 
If the single currency does turn out 
to condemn some countries to high- 
er-than-avwage joblessness, it will be 
important to devise ways of making 
it easier for people to move across 
national borders. 

In Britain, housing policy must 
move up the agenda. It is unfinished 
business in the creation ofa flexible 
and low-unemployment economy, 
and in the fair distribution of op- 
portunities between the regions. 

* l A conjecture on die explanation for 
high unemployment in the industri- 
alised nations,’ A Oswald, Warwick 
Economic Research Papers no. 475, 
Dec 1996. 

**‘A Stroke of die Chancellor's AnJ 
by C Hamnett in Environment and 
Planning 199T, vol 29 pp!29-147. 
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SfrAlastair Morton is back from 

trekking around the Fdoponncsc 
fortheW three months after 
giving np the mantle at EurohmKl- 

He is in the market for a new job, 
and xny informants tell me one of 
the sinecures being touted is 
chairman of Airbus, when the 
European aircraft. maker converts 
to pic status in 1999. Other jobs 
with which Sfr Alastairis name has 
been linked in headhunters’ 
parlours include die Post Office, 
Cable & Wireless and BAA. 

However, insiders say the 
favourite is stiH BG, the 
transmission business of British 
Gas, which was formerly called 
TransCo. Sadly Sr Akastair was 
not available for comment 

yesterday, since he has ju& jetted 
off to spend a month in his native 
South Africa. . . 

Ernest Saunders of Guinness 
fame has been searching the City 
looking for a PR man to represent 
hfm, I hear, although without 
success thus far. Mr Saunders had 
been working as a consultant for 
David EKas, the publisher, in 
recent yeare, but the pair have 
parted ways and Mr Saunders is 
now flying solo. Any takers? 

Which would you rather have 
done? Played drams for the 
Beatles or headed up a UK 
accountancy firm? David 
McDonnell, who has had his 
mandate as managing partner of 
Grant Thornton extended until 
2001, nearly had the choice. 

David h»ns from Liverpool and 
went to Quarry Bank High School 
in the 1950s, when John Lennon 
was also a pupd. While at school 
young Darod played drums for a 
skiffle group which briefly included 
Lennon. Happily -or sadly, 
according to your taste - David left 
his rocking days behind and 
emerged as a leading bean-counter. 

Speaking of accountants, nothing 
can stop the rise of Robot Smith. 
He’s already the president of the 
Scottish Institute of Chartered 
Accountants, as well as the man . 
chosen by Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell to head up their asset 
management arm following the 
messy Peter Young dfiritde. 

Yesterday Richard Cole- 
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In the market for a job: Former Eurotunnel head Sir Atastalr Morton 


Hamilton, chairman of Stakis, 
appointed Mr Smith to the board 1 
of the hotel group as anon- 
executive director. The ubiquitous 
Mr Smith, race 3Fs youngest-ever 
manager, is also a non-exec at 
MFI Furniture Group. It seems 
everyone loves having a Scottish 
accountant 

Budgens, the supermarket group, 
is celebrating its 125th anniversary 
this week. The company reteased 
. 1,250 balloons from its Maiden- 
head store yesterday to mark the 
occasion. Attending the bash was 
John Sugdea, a gresd-grandson of 
Frederick Budgen, the Victorian 
entreprcncirc who opened his first 
store M872 in Maidenhead. 

This makes Budgens the second 
oldest supermarket group after 
Salisbury's. Martin Hyson, 
Budgens trading director and 
Gary Lewy, chief executive of the 
Motor Nenzone Disease 
Association were also there 
yesterday to send the balloons on 
their wav. Budgens aims to raise 
£125,000 for the association 
through local fundraising events. 

At the analysts’ briefing for Laura 
Ashley’s annual results yesterday, 
Anne Iverson, group chief 
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executive, was wearing a brown . 
two-piece which, to onlookers at 
least, appeared to be cxactiythe . 
same outfit she wore at interims 
six months ago. 

Brown is the chosen fashion 
colour of the year, but consumers 
don't seem to be buying it. Witness 
Laura Ashley's slock lewis, which 
rose 50 per cent in the year. 

As one rather unkind analyst 
(male) said: “She could have 
picked out a fittle number from 
one of the show and returned it 
this afternoon/ 1 

Maijorie Stfanmd has finally tired 
of the world of Mammon after - 
eight yearn at HSBC Investment 
Bank as head of public affairs. 

Now she tells me she is off to take 
a place on a Sotheby’s graduate ” 
programme in Asian art. 

She writes: “Whatever you can 
it - downshifting or dematerial- 

ismg-I havedeci^it is time for 

a change of direction for the 
remaining years of ray working 
life, building on a lifelong 
interest.” 

Dcmatcrialising? I sincerely - 
hope we will be seeing more of 
Maijorie. 

John Willcock 
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sport 


Risk Of Thunder produces electricity 


Racing 


GREG WOOD 

reports from Punchestown 

It is easy enough to set a race- 
course crowd cheering, but it 
takes something special to rratre 
them catch their' breath. Yet 
that, and the thump of hooves, 
was the only sound as Risk Of 
Thunder jumped the big dou- 
ble bank in the La Touche Cup 
here yesterday, a stunned mark 
of respect for perhaps the finest 
display of athleticism any race- 
course will see this year. 

The La Ibuche is one of 
those cross-country oddities, 
part steeplechase and part 
obstacle course, which requires 
its runners to scurry and twist 
their way across stone walls, 
stout hedges and, above afi. the 
Punch est own bank, great 
mounds with deep ditch on 
either side. On an ordinaiypark 
course. Risk Of Thunder is, as 
his trainer and jockey, EndaBol- 


ger, freely admits, “very, veiy or- 
dinary” but send him over the 
banks and he is all but unbeat- 
able. Yesterday he won his third 
straight La Tbucbe, quite an 
achievement 'for an eight-year- 
old, and the manner of his vic- 
tory was magnificent to behold. 

A big crowd had gathered by 
the double bank, which the 
field jumps twice, once in either 
direction, as the La Touche 
plots hs erratic course across the 
countryside. They were drawn 
by the rare opportunity to watch 


iga difficult 
obstacle at high speed, and Risk 
Of Thunder did not i 
Second time around,' with 
three mfies of tbfl already behind 
him, be leapt on to die bank and 
then off the other side so swift- 
ly and elegantly that if ir bad 
been covered with Plasticine, he 
would not have left a hoofoiinL 
It was over in a second, but 
fro who were there wffleverfer-- 
ger it Certainly not Bolger, who 
has been riding the bank course 
at Punch estown for 15 years. 


“Tve never been on a horse like 
Him around here,'’ he said. 
“He’s so fast and electric, he 
went over the bank the second 
time just like it wasn’t there. 
He’s a three-stone better horse 
here than he is anywhere else.” 
Anywhere else, that is, except 
another cross-country course, 
and such was Risk Of Thunder's . 
authority yesterday that there is 
only one obvious target for him 
this year, the Velka F&rdubickn 
(the Czech Grand National). 
“Wn now prepare him just for 


that," Bolger said. “There’s 
goodxnoney, about £30,000 for 
die winner, and Richard Dun- 
woody and Norman Wfifiamson 
have both been round there and 
they tell me he's the perfect 
horse for the job." 

Risk Of Thunder ran in the 
colours of Sean Connery, who 
visited Punchestown on La 
Touche day 12 months ago and 
enjoyed it so much that ne de- 
cided to boy the winner. Also in- 
volved. in the purchase, as he is 
with so much on the Irish turf, 


SANDOWN 
24)5: The contendere that have nm 
look qmte ardfnaiy so DAUNTING 
LADY, from a stable that has its ju- 
vmOesweO forward and who has the 
best of die chaw, is the pick. 
□□□ 

235: LAXALOMNE made a big im- 
pression when winning cm his Not- 
tingham debut, but live of [he seven 
runners won Iasi time oal. Military 
is held in high regard, and there is 
much potential in the field. 



3.10: BIN ROSIE progressed well 
last year rod receives fib from the 
Sussex Stakes winne r. First Tciami- 
Race-fit Wbdxn looks the threat 

□CO 

3*40: SOOJAMA is fit, should, rel- 
ish this stiff track, and can hold the 
well- handic a p ped Jamaican FlighL 


ASCOT 

530 : GARDXLOCGH disappoim- 
ed when enable to dominate last 
time and is worth another chance. 

□CO 

(ik DAKAKSHAN remains well 
handicapped despite winning his tet 
two starts and can hold the badMo- 
fonn I’m A. Dreamer. 

COD 

& Jfc BOOTS N ALL won well at 
Cheltenham and can follow up. 
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was J P McManus, who greet- 
ed a wim^r in his owe silks when 
Grimes took the Murphy’s 
Champion Four-Year-Old Hur- 
Grimes was badsed from 5-1 
to 5-2, and McManus, whose 
money was surely responsible, 
was never in much danger of 
leaving the cash behind. 

Quaker’s Field, a winner at 
Ain tree, was a deeply disap- 
pointing British-trained fav- 
ourite for the race, but the 
viators enjoyed beuer fortune 
in the Champion Stayers' Hur- 
dle. Paddy’s Return, trained by 
Ferdy Murphy beat David 
Nicholson’s Escartefigue. his 
first success since the 1995 Tri- 
umph Hurdle. 

The day, though, belonged to 
Risk Of Thunder, and the man 
who rode him unwittingly 
summed up both the mood 
and the finances of racegoers 
after three exhilarating days at 
Punchestcwn: “He just loves it 
here,’ 1 Bolger said, “he’s always 
looking for a h ank. " 



HYPERION 

2J>5 Daunting Lady 4.10 Pomona 
2L35 Latafomne (fib) 4-45 Ukraine Venture 

3-10 BIN ROSE (nap) 5L20 Gone Savage 

3-40 Soajanta 


GOING; Good 10 Ktan (Good In Knight). STALLS: Straight course Card*- me hwM»l 
DHAW ADVANTAGE: High for ST; low lor 7f* Jm. 

■ RSgtfrhsnd ruw; separate sdfl 6f track. 

■ C<aw is bn A307, 4m S of KtafBtton. Baber mauna (service from London, Waterloo) 
BiipirtB course. ADMISSION: Chib il 5. Junior Clnb (1 7 -2lyni)SJ 3; Grandstand & Pad- 
dock £10: Park £j. CAE PAKE S3 in membtra (More Lrnie). renmfauter free. ' 

■ LEADING THAINEB8 WTIH KONNBBS; S Haanon — 34 wtnnera from 268 nmnem 
KtvMamicceK otto of 12.GKand alonsto s &] levdstata rf S24.74; J Dunlop — 20 
■tanas. 95 nomas, £1 .1 46, +£0.82; J Gosden — 20 viinnen B9 nmnm, 20J2%, -4 1 .42; 
ustoote — ^0 winner*, 124 nmnecs, 10LIM, -430^8. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS P« Eddcrr — M winners, Z!7 rides, 22.4%, -&71&, L Detr 
tori— 38 winr*««,lP5 Tides, 20. B%.+ilA20;T Qnhm— 24 winnars, 17G rides, lB-ff*. 
-SS4a4; J arid — 22 winners, 186 rides, 1 IJMfc, -£77.88. 

BUNKEBBD FIBST HHK: None- WINNERS IN THE LAST SBVBK DAXSe None. 
LON&WST&NGB RUNNERS: Gtm He AStaf (4.10) has been senl349inlkslir CUtom- 
Uat from AHdddiSin, N Yorks; GoUwnberg (3.10). PUbv Colnytk 12.05) A Ettrrby Park 
(3.101 sent 249 mfea t® 14 Jahnaon from KdUfeftsm. N Tori®. 


HETBNerM flinw, M tsWtaas. 4-1 Hsny Wfltan, 6-1 Omit Hartf. KopKKH ftnsn- 
nay tar. Itatary 

3990: tog* Met 3 9 0 J M 3-1 P CtHppWfrw) 7 an 
FORM GUIDE 

ROMANOV n from tan nsbte Wtacfi hn won thk non tan pant two yearn wttn Spectrum 
and Rees Antrtue. Romanov got noma nsrrouty on ha debat st Haydorit dmriu fsBns to 
£Bt ztis Dbm of tuns. Kboof finished tast on hte orWyoucng. Harji Woottmi on on strargty 
m a raoiden las ScpJKfrtief nftar ftiEahing secorni oo to ctafaul as York. Desert Horizon 
von in Same fasten at Notan^tam at tfte end of October. fl nto cfl o n : ROMANOV 


3-10 


SANDOWN MRE (CLASS A) (Group 2} £50000 
added 1m Penalty Value £35045 


132351- FJRST ISAfffl p3S) £DJ (Metes Rxrtf G Ah® 596. 



3 00050-0 STORE MDOE (34) (D] (IAsC>iniHntV|gB^ R Hscnri 5 9 ^ 

4 211320- SHg HBA HR6 PQ2) (D) (6 HtaB CTBswtai 4 92^^ 

B 020031- P0M0HA (UW TO Elites IMP 1*1*1 4 90. 

7 54830 SIMIIB£tt<USA)a3l{0!&f , BUcfm*on)l8aUnt88& Reactant * 

5 060300- WWm.(US«)(US)m(HB-IMAauta4SDwS8U J tad 10 

9 022-450 MGTOWM|U84mTO(MBDBBqamriiGLMDore5810 — , — SRWmttU 

10 04-1503 1WaS(21)(gm(PGSTOiracfOMnLStiMs78B KMtalA 

11 00004a MamiWlCEtl4TOmiWOAagoc«m»KMctaii58B RPtnaoiiCns 

12 006000- AUiitaK(UM)09qnteMstaMsfl>JIMzlua487 SSmdmB 

13 2231S0 ' MODI TORT (4« (The Ctaaortsn ibwg Sdcs«« D Sswnti 4 8 7 — D Mtas TO 2 V 

14 1000DO 1MS8CA(36) TO AOnktCIms, MQdHn)BRMRnsn487 J Spoilt 6 

-lAdsdml- 

Unhun we&it Ba 7U the tanflap isstftaAtaw fcf BSl Mater Pen tat SB. Dwtass 8s 5fc 
BETTING: 4-lMnes, 54. Smart, S-IMpit Danes, 7-1 9tsr MsaRr, 8-1 Pdomm U*1 Bm Ms 
AR k^l^lodwa 

1998: Sar Ifere&r 6 8 7 M MBs 10-1 IP OaU IB an 


254346 G0IIMB»(22)TO(^ytallW[JUMJlllntai4 94. 

22030-5 ACmncmmiPmtoi«CBitein490. 

153400- SEMKMHPKMGC244TOIEFanai] JDuta|l49Q. 

321123- BM ROSE PR1> (D| OMcSMID La* 590 TQoknBBUO 

2QUD0- CBnHESOUS tD4) (CO) (K I^JMM R jotanfl 4 9 0«J Santas 2 109 

344043 R0ALPMUISOPHBI (139) TOIAHttaSi} JHTO590 RW(3111 


4.45 


2j05 


ALBERT MEDIAN AUCH0N MABOt SOKES (CLASS 
D) £5flOO 2Y0 fines 5f Penalty Vhtue £3^66 


21132 VHCN [U£4)(B)(D) (KAMA*!) ROnton 490. 

-8 1 


-A4 Bfetay 6118 


0 MTmn«TO(lfl(OnBOyefTliB%0MnNDutSeU8U. 

BtARfET MK COMA’S 11 _ 

MIMMS U0T (I J Ota) R HMtai 6 11. 


MSTIBVO OAs MM nand B PMnB 8 U. 


8 fAIIMNA (14) HbCC 0 »B CU) Oenss Grcup D997}) J KS 3 & 11. 

5 H£ET UOt (13) (Harry DutfcW Ms N OuMt 3 H 

‘ USA'S PWDE (A P GriSW W 33 G Ketewaf 8 13 ; 

MSS HT (Bnan tarty} UOnrai 8 21 . 


omes 

I (Mss 13 - 

JCMonl — 

-PatEddoylS - 

TSpntaB - 

H HRs 11 — 

~_S Drams 14 65 

SSmtasI- 


BETITMC: 10-11 Hat taniL 32 Bio Baris, Wtafci, C-l Pssnrhsip HnR. 16-1 Centre SMs. 20-1 
BdmI FMoseita. 25-1 tatana. GslhiabsM 
^esW69 oWcanan 132 (RAmgratf 12 isn 

FORM GUDE 

lack of a mart run wif not manor modi tar HKST BLAND as to has win hr# fist race 
for the past two seasons. Last season Geoff Wragtfsrunnenwn fee times m aL Wbdm was 
second bertnd A3Roynl line days affi and mjg|it prow Rnt Usmfs toughast rtuaL Rta Rarit 
ts a consistent type who RGkefyto be 6t ercu^r lor its rensn. Centre Stall* friohud sev- 
en tengtas behtad Bin Hasle t* Lor&teTnp last OcUlber. Selection: FIRST SIAND 


APRIL MA&)Qt STAKES (CLASS D) £5^00 added 3TO tB- 
fies lm 2f Penalty VjAjb £3^94 

3 MCSLUJ (USA) (17^ (U»S H HomnJ P KtaMyB 11 MEtaqrll. 

3 AtnWMNGO(UO|8ljlta)A9Bwl811 HRotertsB 

2- flo FOR SMT (US*) (ZaSISHBrsortM SnuU Sit. 


3 LAC0RAIWALC174) (SaranGwr UErwri GVSaffiB 11 

33 LEADMGN0TE (US*) (187) »e«i Mtaimed) L CunenBlL- 
3 QUEST FOR BEST (USA) (239J nhooiKPTaihnil J G«d«n8 LL 

02- SHOOK (288) pQWsSuALCumlBll 

BOOKSTBSHlEtR WCyad CCyZQrS7 

DMMnr ISaad Msnmal C Mnki B 


IJMtS 

H Ms 8 

-Ottttal 


ROCXTIMNCEPQILRbO AJana87 

SIAIHM (9mm liu >>d Rtanta M Qierran S 7_ 


MSrcUUm(Fta 3 fta%Ra*ti MJdimnn8U. 
PHONE JU£X TO 0 B R LWura IM R Hamm 8 11 . 


SHMABB1A [Mm Jem FMwAMsIMiUltaDMQannmBll. 
SEfliT PHDE Ota D B Kart M Itasr 8 11. 


am M1W MORNMO TO OlMd FFMO BMeatai &U. 
TOwm 01 C ftnefi KMdUOb 8 11 . 


RMMrnS - 

1WMV2 — 

-DmffM 12 - 

IQMmS - 

— MRotatsa - 

B Doyle B - 

IMdlO — 


3.40 


tNVStS4LLAliyillrMaalCDr«m^&rv»mTn4CJaTw811— MIXkiane4 - 

-ISdtcbmd-. 

BEnUta M H» IM, M. DamtaeU*. T-a Patty CnWylh, M FSyma. 12-1 Urn's FMs, Son 

to Tbs Moralns 14-1 ottatB 

UBtaSeiioM 2 B 11 PKElUHy 31 (B HBsl 8 on 

FORM GUDE 

DAWC»NllAW.Bdsuflf*erc#MM aiS. can male a MvSigflrir appearance fiorn hcrfswuraWe 
Ugh draw. Mick Channon. who won The conrspondlrg race m 1394. tie«s The debutants 
Mbs HR and Stafabdn. Fsyrane stayed an when ttffliof 14 behtad Dm Ots at Notary 
lam and Sn ta Ura Memtac wfl mpnwn on her tat attampi when seventh at Nevtasy: 

S ata rt i nir . DAUNTING LADV 


HEATHORNS BOOKMAKERS HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) £7,000 2m 78yds Penalty Value £4*947 


UOMME«BmME(Drltar«SaCllTO5WboraB7. 

- 12 Socfevfld - 

BEITOM: 31 Go For Sad, 31 Sbouk, 31 QeMt BMC 
mWal, 12-1 Dtotty, 1A-1 otaan 
1SBG: Quae 3 8 7 M Eddery U-8 (H Cedfl 14 an 


GUM 4 
R2 
TQtanl2 

BDqIsID 

JUlOXtaw? 

RMWBI3 

WSjeeB 


Hole, 7-lAkafai, 31 In Cta- 


234125- NOBimH FIST p9B)(D)0tatae FfvFtaaae) Mis A Penan 4100 -IVC Eddery 2 77 

100006- WN>8NUf<2B4)roECtaB*QRAHu«6912 T(Btaa784 

120333 EIIBSrPAMMVTOM'AMaGMdiMmoHMJiMitan496 IWMacr5S0 

450430 IMOiMISm (27) TO 6*iSknmiae}Catam595 N Robert* 4 06 


&20 


4nmr>. iNKAICAN RSHT (USA) (248) (D) IP Lnryraen] C Sam 4 B 9 - 
404006 SUUMF(26 )(DJIDbw) Wttdr4B6. 


301212 SOQlMMd^TO TO) H G ft*m) H M Ftaw 7 B 2 — 
361234 COMIDGEtl3)TO(nPJSbe(tar)jawolnBTU. 

-Bdadwed- 


JltamBSS 

IfMdlBl 

SDraim3BB6 

J4Htay(9)BBB2 


]23S 


TUDOR CONDIIIONS S1AKES (CtASS.C) £8,000 
added 3m Ira Penalty VUm £4*855 

41- DESEOTM0H2TO[174mPAMtaUJQ0Mtai9D : IQtan483 

1 GRBM«VBIff||U9A)(25|TOteltareG^90 — anS86 

21- HAHff WOUWrpO) fOM Rood SaculiBB Hcj H Cool 9 0-. — ; _WRym783 

1 -IAlHUIMME|UENtl7)TO9taHMnAIMal>un)BDmtap90 M -»«MJMmis-8EB 


BBUNttSaataly PH, 7-aitataHB*d,M nnta ii w .31 M a »ta i a n ea t , < tiw» a a a , »4Stanf, 
12-1 often 

1998c Darter 4 8 7 S Smta* 32 (R Neiua) 13 «i 

FORM GUIDE 

-;UNCHAN 0 BMta come 9 tad raoes witaout wkwing Mat semon nnd in her Openkif race 
tare season U^Nampton on taster Snudey be lecTup Id two lurtonro evenoraiy fln- 
. ■ isning eeveotfuf ia Norttara Fleet cpmea ft from hunflnR sad, dospta Bw.weldit. can 
W® a ttrasL atorty Itak 8 ntehedidr»tanetfK adrift of Norttieiftfleet at Asoot last tarn 
but has flfllsbed thkd In btahhis races .this season. . , SetacdoK UNCHANGED 


BOW STREET HANDICAP (CLASS C) £^000 added 5f Penal- 
ty Value £5A29 

00021-0 U»MHMMR&(3S){(TOIBtoltaneCU9MHiM»tas91D0 — M Robertas 

0505-13 EA5IBMnonSS(nTO<Mis.rMAiChBriGLeM4910 MEdtaylO 

20000-0 UBaKBMBr7)(CqPRJ0ivil)BMk«697 T Sputa 6 

3151-25 BlBKUDTOTO(MsCMlHBife«edRHBinna90~ 

22100-2 «0tES«mKmi|CqniwSqunltaNWMuHm990. 

OU-214 QMBaMBOM(Z^mmtaanOMM590. 


-Ad Eddery IB 
-RCnctaoelS 


5000-00 SWStlM«C(7)«TOICH8rmicnlPHorirg690. 
041260 lOtemaCUD (zq flte Maton Wttaaon WIAr4 8 13. 


_H RhOomt (8) * v 

F Nortoe 7 

1 ReM 11 


4Jj0 


AIHLONE RATS) HANDICAP (CLASS O ElftOOO added 1m 
Penalty VWue £6£S9 

1 OXWM- S4WTOTOO)TOl%taataftaaB6i9JDiii(?i<97^ MBMaqr5 

2 834230 PAIHIII0SIBt(34|TODtarMndlHrtaiaytMnAMmB93— : — padfiMwy7 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
T 
8 

9 024362 BR0ADSaiSBEWnV(25) (D) VtaJu^MidDShm IB 11 R Mm 158 

10 000430- «FUTOG(U4TO(Ibw>*H*M*HWB489 UHfcl2 

U 0-55000 MM)EniftaTOTO(PsndetaDtabumii9DAtunn«4 89 svn*mita3 

12 210024- UmMBrB0CEY(UgiqfUnnt«4CMvCna)JTcta46B SSmdnl7 

13 4000W- liWI)OIMM(188}m(SmptaB0Bbmj)JSpeBfriB87 StananeZ 

14 ‘540-115 ISn|5RTO{BF}0t)ol*4TOGuR*eU9RIVam4S5 AMcOmbB 

15 400400 MBOMCE(2qmiDFAttM)KI«y483 Itafln Daysr (3) 1 

18 426054' POMS (U] (■) (In FarTha Cwctt Mb H DutaU 5 7 10___________J tfcAw 14 

17 334221- HALF TONE (2S4) (COJ 04s G M Tomnerman) R M ftomer 5 7 ID llnm9B 

-171 


aonNS: 31 Oam lad, 7-1 Eatien Praptads, SpBcMS 31 Gooe Srwata, tta MW AdntaJ, 10- 

lift Beaune, Cbn Ben Bom, UnlMtas 

18B& User Mtm 788 R Codrane 10030 |B Hodeta 17 mn 


HYPERION 

Z20 Timekeeper Z55 High Premium £25 
Smirter Charter 4 jOO Polyphorry 430 Court Dhy 
SJOS Gray Kingdom 


GOING: Good to Finn (Fkxn In ptaccn)- STALLS; bwVJc. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: W^r from W TO Im 41 . 

■ Ristarhsnd, undulattax course. . 

■ Course tom aoudicm omskbisoruwn, 4m WofJun«ion42 
of M6. Carttrie atadav^n. ADMISSION: C3nb 512 (QAPs A im- 
drawls SO); TatteMsBaSa (OAFS A under^lsBS). CARPARK 
On mgs S3 (tariudtag occupants); remainder free. 

BUNKBREP FIRST T1M B: None . 

WINNERS IN TUB LAST SEVEN DATS: Qnf Kingdom (5.06 1 
mi atNotmgJmia on MruKby. - . 

L0J8&DBTAN'C*RDNN&M:Potnil»Br{4J)P)la8bres8Hd,29J 
eiBes ly S Chniton from D eefcb arap Me, WBa; Rare TJeart (4.00) 
sent 386 mBw by M Hennonlftroi Unas' Landwum, Berts. 


B 154-003 SMARTER CHARIHIMTOMBI.Sabta494JFEtan 11 

7 50KWM NOGMir(19nRMMr49e K Staid 17) 8 

8 260005 5MMHWBncr(7}|C0)Dnw5nibl0B5^Otam> 

9 114050- B0UARACi9l|CMua5B3 LOotaiS 

10 108000 BRltaDANC8l(77)roPCtaw4aO . Itaiwtadta CRB 

11 334200 CB-R0r4Qr(7)TOTOJBayti>713 Ptatay(7)B 

12 000100 HWUB (20) PTO R Bwr 7 7 10 Ptamy(5}10 

HE1TMC 93 Sawrtv Oerter, 61 Sparta Vanict, 7^ RoyWRu*tt.Ce*. 

JwMh, M TPrttan, Bstam, 10-1 CatabraBan take, 12-1 Mbata 


I4XM) 


SPARROW HAWK MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4^00 added 3Y0 lm 4f 

00 MIMSOUOTPIVBHnuyRO ACta*2 

06 MBtOFWKXB«rtl9RtaMlar90 — IHc«dqf(7}5 

5004 MOTFDafiOTTEN {USA) (10) P Ktdcaay 9 □ G Mflaid 7 V 

2 POUireonr (USA) R Cbatan 9 0 DH*naee6 

63 RARE WSIT 09 M Chanmo 9 D_— J( Ctaans 4 
- 50 UWKABAMTOROQ09D LCtantaS 


3 NH00 DAMN (SUM Minten B 9. 
-7dadand- 


jrHataidl 


[ 220 ] 



TALBOTS BUUDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4^50 added 2W5f 

BLACKJETNUDnedenBO JGMdw#fe4 

OHITOIBIMAIIMJahnawBa IFudnRT 

PfiKSWRCFtatKistflO ICbaraoekB 

HUNKS KBIHJJ07W 90 : BtadMd2 

TW*KSPEH|USA)TO«0eiaa 
TffM« P D Ewre 9 D _ — - 
U> TW CURBS JJOTtoBflO. 

HMDZ2A P 0 Sens 8 9^ — — 

NBAgg PWRS5 S W jtetip BB. 

BETTMfc T-4Ttawknapar, 5-2 Oti W taffl B-lTtanlM Wlft, t»Tbt 
10-1 Ttadapa, 12-1 ottaa - 

KESTREL CLAiWNG STAKES<CLAS5 F) 
, £3^00 added 7f 

muki moi PQEMR niaa TOR Faney 99 7— JUtaata (1)1 
.101532- BH0(3UNEG0U>(lfiSTOtasl4Rariqr693-Aftta[«|3 

^ E^«c£eMDab4B13 CTew*" (3)12 B 

mUWMWTmnAbsLSaditaB813JFtaM7 

M 414000 gT 

11 - - (» SAMSTOTWM *tas 1- 

12 200000 

13 202600 III|MlW«B y 8 ' 

MBT«t3>l P o ta ag ta Tta*; 4 - 1 t -w -- - 

.AlMUtaAUMtaDSMn, FarteoaFita.ia-li 


BEHWfc64lndtoi Daw, 1L4 NotttaaMta, H Ptfctatt 7-1 Rn 

M, M Dowltannk 2S-1 MH Of WktaaigF, TMakAffda 

ST NICHOLAS ARMS HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) &4JSOO added 3YO lm 4f 

05-21 UTT1£ ACORN (3W TO S Mton* 9 7 ICan87 

06-2 MGW MR4BE (US*i (22) (BF) M J*reW1 9 7 J) HctaJd 8 

400-1 COUWIO(A'PE)5 l MXKJ893 DBWi3 

008 JMMlQ(25}PCsl«er86 Damn Multan (3) B 

0-62406 JAIXTHE LAD (20) J Wsfemn 8 5 NKentw^l 

504606 fUKHNS DEVON (MJ T feswrtyS 1 IFE0X15 

0065 PUPl. MASTHI p-j Denys 7 U _L Oam txdi2 

OOfrO MADAM UEV (2U W HMP 7 10 1 


2 J 55 



- Mtahtun 7st ICfe. True ftamtaap wftT*: Mammliay 7N 6b 

BETTRW SB Onta Teqr. U TOTO HbaK 7-2 UUa Ann, B-l Jack 
Tbs U4 Read* Damn, SI PnpR Matte, 12-1 edw* 

T E Ti g l PEREGRME FALCON HANDICAP (CLASS 
L5”J F) £3£00 added 8f 

1 340100 RAMSEY HOPE »(D)CFanna 4 100 — LCJwmocklV 

2 5302-16 «B0N {25) (07) J Berry ID 9 13 TEDwssef5}17 

3 - 08010 BAI»ajR(^)TOI*sjaita49S DMantocnlS 

4 248234 Miff ntHCEtretC0tMsAI««499-^-Fl|Mli (3) 3 

5 030000 WEN01EE(I8)RMcKata‘49 7 llfcA*«y(7)19 

6 00-1316 NBDEEtarCH(15) mJJ01«494 QDeflMdU 

7- 125100 8Mfl(UM>(13TOJCkr4B4 ACMS 

8 UOOKH) M50nwBea)UCI(15ITOM«LtaBa594J(taBllBB 


lA Ac] OLD CAPONS HOUSE HANDICAP (CLASS 
l**®] D) £4^900 added lm 

1- 600600 7B0TUM 

* “255; m p«»t 595— C MMd 7 

w : . 106100 


WMiaBCOUT (213) fTO RUwD94Jll«tata (7)16 
muamFsmL(7)TOPDEns59a — ifrpbbb 

E(17) TOMJclm)n491 DHotaaM 

)SWKM5|CO)MDta7813CTP^nTOBB 

\Wtt££=^'Ea 

eKrNNBD0HWTOMBtan88U(7WJ>M«wdi(T)7 

4*W««aflMWWTO»Ma«ta5830Jlta« 

l®«ff(7)TO0Dwpm*i6B9 ACntawH 

UlffSU (Bl) TO Mies J Casa 684 "*■**" 

I D Owemn 4 7 10 — PFaany(5)lD 



fasei 


HYPERION 

2JD Doiride Agant 245 Etamal CHy 315 Unglfided 
Mbsle3£01bcjayTtiUtch4w20Soiomo(fe Dancer 
435 Urouble Ahead &25Mght The Fuse 


GOING: Good. 

■ Bljtta-band comae vtUi sharp nnna. Kun-lnSSCyd. 

M Comae h In Scone FatacrTtak, 4m N of townonASS, Bases 
from Perth sbOop (service from DupdeeHm. ADMMWON: Mem- 
bas512; TmuoMa* PWdo«*S7 (DAPs* Asatded 54); Comse 
52. CAK PASS: 55 Picnic area tadodtag mu 4 adiiu, tea free. 
BUNKERED FIRST TUB: Lfffard Gw (vtoored) 1245); Maple 
Bap (vtoored I, Faindaine (3 -60). 

WINNERS IN THE UiST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONGDBTANCSSONNBRS: tatter (yBriem (246) he* been net 
483 adtes by J PcmKon bun Leme, E f 


404540 

ceocai 
061143 
210000 
6FO-M2 
042133 
225 
FDOOB 
8MU21 
10 000012 

11 143402 

12 42350 

13 OPOfB 

M euoo 


SCOTTISH SUN NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS D) £^000 added 2m 110yds 

HE rami rarm TO C Itan 5 11 ID — JOcbnl Gnat 

JESSOU£{U)TO6Rtawafc5U10 RD ww owk 

UEnBrCTOTOBRUdMClSUB AS Stab 

GCBMV 

•JDJMMMtV 


MAPLE Mff TO TO B ERnn B 11 5 . 

BRUMW(ZI)TODMoaMt6114 

SK OBHS (2D TO J Wfital 4 11 1 . 

SMBtQUA(B7)CPMv510U 

PAPARAZZO (41) GMMoaQ 6109- 


-PCefeany 


J.l)ar 


TSKFITAITOH TOTO J Gtae 5 10 7 STtatarffi 

BflUMrCASUMPBRJffeGBMISlD7-FlaTOrn 

PAnairsuiNETOLbiietgias wnaegp) 

FAKELAJNE (37} KBaAsy5 104 CODnyerB 


200 


BUSWE5S WC CENTRE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4^)00 added 4YD 2m 110yds 
BUR) DOOBIE AS0*T W) TO J h Jcnwon 11 7 . — — PCwtany 

1045 PRnfflNR(BUnDBariM , 1013 RfrbtaSMrt 

08 BHECONPTO WUfrlDU — Pita 

F GOLD OF ABABU (USA) (49) K Morgan 10 12—RDwnraod|f 

0 SADtBrS&ALM(3t)PhXtJ5iai2 BTOmef 

oo monnoiM house to jGoUb 1012. 


1 Storey 


060 POUTKAl. kMMMTE (181 R Ptal 30 7_ 

-7 de lta ed- 

BEHtK: 8-4 DooMe Acta, 7-2 Sataito Bta, W2 Bold Of Arabia, 8- 
1 Prfetay FWr, B-l Brecoe, U-lThontiM Horse, l&J. PoBttcel llaoitata 

SCOTTISH NOTW CONDITIONALS SELLWG 
IfCAP HDLE (CLASS G) 2m 4f 130yds 


REACH THE CLOUDS (32) J Upson 5 10 0 

STAR MASTBi TO P Monetn 6 10 0 _ 

-Mdactond- 

BETTHt7-2Jei«e4a,B-l H >dii— u i f ra il u . 7-lta S ti d T a d P u flm. a»- 
8-1 LMTly, Six CSBria, 10-1 otkea 

ERNST ft YOUNG NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
C) £SjDOO added 2m 4f 110yds 
1 112222 SOURHNSDAMCB((7)PTOGMtadi7UlL-RDiraMta 

3 024505 MAUA MlN (3Q P CheflOORb 7 11 3 AS Stab 

3 06-32F2 TAU. HEA8WECTODtaXHuaU.il 3 

4 3634-0P «MJLS COURT pa^JBrtaB 10 113 

- 4 deebnd- 

BE1HNB: IrS Salmon •« OeecK. 8-1 taa Min, IS-IM Mianw, 20- 
1 Wta Coart 


TkI PARTY IS NEARLY OVBt NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) (DIV I) £2^00 2m U0yds 


2.45 


3-13 LORD POOG6JO (48) TOP Mortah 6 Ull. 

1 TWtA GALE (SI) J Meta 5116- 


-PCtaMiy 


533314 8W1HSEFAR8 (ZB (CD BF) L Luv 9 12 0 M Dmdtag TO 

303000 BdHBt 0BIB8I To TO J Triton 10 119 NHwtaJffT) 

0R051F PREOPKE Rtat (37( 34 J SAett 12 11 8 STPytar 

150205 EIBMALarrCM)Gnctad9 6U3. 


0&1-& smtomotEMieEmmsLvnaaBuiPMUm 

0&363P FWH«.JUUEf|4S)JHv*s9Ul E CiA a diw iB 

203233 PWUSHK*AUtpa5K0»«y61Dll BGntta 

23QTCE SAMMFr(25| C Radar 810 B F Leahy 

300-200 WEADBt AIEKf (TO KMaWt 610 5- 
_ 005106 BAHNSHWM (TO EBctt U103. 

U 000400 SKAW RNB (32)0 fflOU* 8100. 

12 2P3-UQ0 D0NT THJ.JUW (46) MaMW^n 9 ID 0-8 HOWdaR 

13 0600 BWOr VR(a i)J 6crie5 100 SMtawed) 

14 030400 MMnGGnaP»ICta8(ZDBBkai610D RMoOMh 

15 2550QP MSWam CTO WL talar ID 100 RtamRl 

16 O0P0 AKTJt) RACSK [138) M TodinW 5 ID 0 _C McCmacb (8) 

17 OFOBSO HEADOtaB* ( 21 ) WYotngB 10 0 ItataeTO 

18 0F45PF SHUrUP{U)UsEMogaxi8100 -Etatand 

19 WPFF UFORDCnrCTO JBtaayUDQ TSMUTOV 

19 dMhivd — 

BHTWta 3-1 I fto to to a ftai , 8-1 Etonud CBy, 7-1 Sltena Hhet, B-l 8w>- 
drift, tabor OBifaa, 30-1 Pwtob Will, Wanlbar Alert. 12 2. ottias 

SUN LIFE OF CANADA HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £12fi00 added 3m 

9120-RDUBM04 

8100. 

B100 — R apple 

(TODtamUOlOO. 

-«r ' 


BEITMK 02 laraBta, 5-1 lead Rxtad4,6-XCiyi&dJeMi, boride Abeed, 
B-l Jtapar HM. Ttaw Vtaitar. U-l fienaMI MwnfK, 14*1 others 


G9ERALIMM8SIBBTOMBASMntHrtk5114JSBpplB 

504 JUMPS) HU. CTO ^ Uo^r 5 11 4 WRy 

60 ROM FOR TIE HR1C1TO JMMnsm5 114 LWjer 

0 THETMCWLBlD2)FMuitB0i8U4 BWaey 

8 Tire WARHM (S3) G Moore 6 11 4 N Hartay (7) 

TROUBLE AHEAD KfikWey 6 11 4 COTtayw 

44 QffsnLJBAH.[TO PHobbsS 10 13 RDmoody 

NM NON JoesamE tan Z an B 10 13-JlrT Mvtoea 

BAU.W4MA BOV F MliNV 4 10 12 HflMtar 

6 WHI5MOOD (90) J M JOSason 4 10 12 El 

00 MBGOESCOrr{32)JD0lkb4U)7. 

-Ul 


5,25 


335 


1 3222F1 UMBUBa MB8BEMTO6Jtarad5 9 

2 21-2531 HECTORf BAROOt [57) } 7 fasfcr 6 U 

3 43U-1F TBWtESARraiXTOTORPBBBuiUCE 


PARTY IS NEARLY OVER NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) (DIV I) £2^00 2m 110yds 

1 135 CWMIMGCrom-IR&aklBUU-. 

2 51 EXStaBUJETOUroSKBUtaMlSiiU. 

3 00- CAUMB ne TUNE TvSja MacBSBM S 11 4 — D Boffley 

4 HAWBA STREAK T Cuhflet 5 U 4 LQTRwa 

5 2 U8HrnCfUSE(B85«Banj5U4 COTNiyer 

8 05 SMUCTOJOtaDn5U4 B Storey 

7 0 THEdUSEETOJMJaSaiat*i6114 

8 00 TBALRACE/97)JI«TOfl5114 

9 000 JO UGHIIMG CTO B ERacn 4 10 12 

10 1DBERUMEJ Dodds 4 ID 12 

U TmrQneneak41012 

12 GasaaMARRJJOTMKlOT 

-12 dedand- 

KTTmft 24 Utftllie taw, MCMaa KmC B-l E»ib)f Bfew, 84 Bsa«M 

&wntaT,10ia8y l 14-1 Ttettasa, 16-1 oaani 



:sa.Oirr4^i^ 
J&A'iJSS 

HYPERION __ . 

5ASThenw AreraGlSHertiert 

Buchanan 6A5 tawtiim MS 
totiu t4S Cape Cottage SOS 
Ponfcavpffra - 

GOOKh Rrm iGooil to FTnS D* places)- 

flH 2 SKS-«*se 

j Srtrai (TterefowJ - 

j AtiMtSaON: I’tab -Sl V, 

rwlie i2 reOw«»^« uetei * 
i; Cotta* 15. CA&PAtfk I-YCC- 




>» - 


mHHORIRRrel 

, mS5g5!09^.J 

iSSgffif! fcnSK 


&15 HANDICAP. CHASE 2m 4f 

1 m QWE4ttu((ca)9i22tart' — 

2 432 H3gBgflW«WW7ui - -^ 

3 

4 MP APHiAHeso 

jWjTO* 

-4d ed«d- 

BEmia IA 0*a A MTO MJMjrtgl MTO 
5-1 SOdAppaneeMew 

&46 HANDICAP HU?DL£2m 

1 444 WBRAlg [»TO W 5 g °h 

2 (XT2 FWJCTH&CT 511U^-WMwtan 

3 P042 00^5)15102 ^- 

4 154 rRMBARWIWO-w-JJ^S 
e ru W9BJEU*M51D0 ~~ — _3WtaN 

5 g mreWBWW SMQ-— 

7 Pdt KAiaW CTUm O-^ODTOtaW 

siBSBfflSsiaa 

1D4.KAWI 

715 NOVICE "HAMSCAP CHASE 

raa^sraflss 


BCnWft 44 Jatai. 3d. Btockat Km. 7<2 hdi 
Bapenr, M-l PhM 3 Pita 

7A5 HUNTER CHASE 2m 4f 

1- 132 OWCOTOIflEB 13127 

— Mr AFtoMpaP) 

2 3P-5 CHEAT «mo (CD) 11127. 

Mnrt IRartfhnt (T) 

3 5M7 8AUADS0N0 M120 

JHrHMBnaMf(7) 


4 op-u srrusHGEWiQiiO 


JbrADetM (7) 


5 HX> aBMUJCBAIBIGBHHSllfl— 
. . ; ; MrMRknalTO 


BEnpTOBBCnwftrBtga.W D i wnM f ffr a n" . 

« 2 *Mtaata, ID-1 BUB* Gant, 20 - 1 BM- 
lad Song ' 

gJ5NCraHURDLE3m2fm«te 

1 OE? RARE SPREAD? 11 8— JFTOta 

2 064 AMESHBEX7110^jaogfwd(7)B 

3 314 PONTM0RA4107 SMeRMI 

4 642 S0MGIWIJHS4101— Afflpaoa 

-4dadarad» ... 

JCTMIfcfr4 Rio Sptad.B-4Fitata ta .fr 
ltaaamaiA, 7-1 Song Ar Rta ' 


HYPERION 

5-35 Royal Hand 6 j 05 Just For 
A Reason GL35 Mozemo 7JJ0 
Bayard 740 Fdxgrave .840 
Shifting Moon 


GOING: Finn. 

M KjOtt-hand conme.fioirin of lBOyde. 
M Crame la S of town on B8 1 70. Tamitoti 
aaUoa 2m. ADMISSION: Mmbexs fill; 
Faddoek Sfl; Centre of Coarse SS. GAft 
PARK: Curare of aw»£3; nsnalndH' fret 


535 NOVICE AMATEURS HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE am 3f 110yds 

130? AW CHEN#MflN£fCJ £1110 

MrJJakaaTO V 

2630 B MOBS MHO 9— JMOMiintaTOB 

3 F54 ROW. HAM) 7 ID 6 -Mr ft Aram (7) V 

4 P3B HRS8W&HJ.51DL. 


SPOS 
6PP-P 1 


_tarEitf*igm(7) 


8101. 


JMr A 


IT) 

7 IDO UrBAerMn(7) 
-Bda dnm! -. 
BPTBIB!4<Alli C b— tai n , 94HM9»I Hand, 
trl g M&ta, 8-1 MhT Cee fR, tapaiM Honen. 
BD-HriADtaMlM 


505 SELLWG HANDICAP HURDLE 
2m 3f 140yds 

1 014 HJST CADET PF) 8120 jGSunlaTOV 
2434 FRKEGIIUMMSmSll 8 BatadB 
33-OF MORE BUS 5 110 TPM t ataaV 

4 448 JUSTPORA REASON 510 13J BtaanV 

5 580 NMHrTUE51D13— JArGSheaMad) 

6 200 HWWS9M15I0 ID GylataTO 

7 02SKAR UW4500 MrOMentaTO 

8 ECO RAPHUNB14100 VSUtay 

9 063 AGAMSTIHE 000X5100 O.CmWw(7) 

■ -itata-- 

BERKfi: 7^ Hast Cadet, 54Llta* B 8 to, JM 
Rir A Rsaaon. SI Pitaaa Bidntae, 84 Mtfd 
Ttaw, 10-1 Rapid User, 12 X 1 otbea 

545 NOVICE CHASE 2m 3f 

1 2 Pi DUK»DHEM»m7120^VStoewy 

2 3lF'AfTtaTHEnSt(CO)(0F)lOll 7w— 

MrJTtnd(7) 

3 034 CASILECQMCR 6 11 7 IRtaB 

4 P 13 HEIRESS ROSE 10 1 U CWkMMWCG 

5 Pi23 uozan m U 11 0 „R StoM TO V 

6060- RUN WITH JOYS 11 0 ; Rlmn 

7 ffBAlUrCRUSElfll 09 _YJ 0 Stata 

B OOP HURSUCY6109 Oarek Byrne 

-titand, 

BEnMeilrBNtorTTiaRxe, 4-lOta id Onara, 
»2 MoteBta, 5-1 Faritornawar, 84 Mtaw 
Rota, an Rn MU Joy, 33d otfaera 


7JD Wf NOVICE HURDLE 2m If 

1 OPO BATHS) 6 11 7 lAMcCaibyB 

2 P-13 HSS turn 7112 IfW 

3 003 RBMEIS 110 BStatoTO 

4 250 UWMJE71D9. 

.5 OnOMURASlOB 


-Bdedared- 
B£mHfc4-GM7d,HB^5-llC*eft | ff, 
74 taon 4>B. 20d PtoceRM 

Z40 HANDICAP CHASE 3m 
x 45P MU90MB»CR12U10jGSe||MTOB 

2EO4SHMCHRNALTOB10108 

J3llVlhntar{7)B 


3 m mUMRRLTO 1010151 

4 416 nMSMVEnillOO— JCAfaynTO 

5 PIP LDOMDM|CD)l3l00 MOIbfUD) 

-Sdadand- 

BDTMemK HogriBaaok, 74 Standi nm, 
S^lRaWta BlSpfetagSMH, IMLlkta PM 

840 HAMMCAP HURDLE (CLASS 
F) 2m IF 

1 M 0 QD0(RMW (W711K) JM»ta(7)B 

2 C81 SHRUB MOON |C0) 5114-DereklyiM 

3 601 C0NmcrBWGETO4U3 

— w. 

4 620 RER3BCAN5111 

5 335 GABHH 12100— 

-6 


CI*Ba 

-GSwtaB 


BEnUBt M SbHtog Moon. 2-1 Contact 
IMgi, 7-2 October Brt* 7-1 Median, 25-1 


T7 




5L30 SarTytough 

6JOO Darnte h en 
530 Boots N AS 


HYPERION 

705 Summer SpeU 
735 SubUme Feflew 
8 jQ 5 Secret Sprtag 


GOING: Goad U) Finn (Good in pbres). 

■ Rigi&baivl come wWi tcaUnn upMI finbh. 

WCotxo* to irjmetlm nf AXIS tat) A330. Station tterrtrr tmm Umdan, Wtourloo) 
Kttottw ci a ua e. ADMISSION: MembenSIU I Junior MnUbcre IB-'JIi years, hetf pnrei; 
GnodMOd « P*d*ui £ 8 i Spwr Rb« S5. CAR PARK.- No's 1 . 2 A 3 M, i** frw. 
| LEAIMNG TXAINESS WITH RUNNERS: D Nhholsm — IS Ktnnm frun 00 nm- 
ners gtocn a nnee nun of -0.1% and a proBt mill level aubc of i- M Pipe 

— Ifl winners, 75 nmnera, 81. DM. +111138: J Gifford — Itiwttwra, 117 numm. 
1S.7V -036.43: OShenraod — TOwtnnen, OBrawcra, I7.4M, -43S.72. 

■ LSADBKr30CEE7S:J OriMMue— iBmiuiera, llTndes. JUPb, +S l r i J«; R Du*, 

wnodr — aiwsmrrs, l20ntk->, -^48.78: AHaxWbre— lSwranm, MMrldra, 

17 JM. -e!24J»h A p McCoy — 17 wtanen. 70 Aden, H4..JM, -r-S 36.79. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Indian Jockey irilGi won a Banftoff an Sminby 
UNGJUSEBNCE RUNNERS: Maraud* Fcrur iiUMI baa been ecu :JWI mtes by J ,vtam 
from B'eatratber. Bonfcra 


c oni BET WTTH THE TOTE AMATEURS HDAP CHASE 
^■^1 (CLASS E)£6j0003n 120yds Pan Yahie£<L280 


221121 USHMS DREW (TO TOWS HMD 0 
2BC0F4 8AMffL0IMH|43)TOnjVMBff)DCi 
P01U7- MHDPtin-|N2)(STOmi5WT(tal» 
3UF5U2 DM B» DUN (BO) (D) (UDOnU BtoOOC: 
4003P5 POHnEUL«E:TMFECTOTO)tlB«>M 

3023 UO HARRBIDMMUDr(TOTO Aatr J 


irawadBUll Mr X Tlmton [3j 

Mb 8 11 9 Jlr C Banner P; 

LSD tl Hawoson 9 11 6 ... Jlr C VMw TO 

0 C Data 11 10 13 l»Etaaaa(7) 

iflCItoMUlllU- IWJOritalhTO 
DBMWR101011 .J»LJaM[7)B 


211214 WMinAIFM(l«>W(UwynBagtMKBa«ey610 7 MrHUMtayP) 

633-553 IBMDA GOLD (67) p)CMnmPaite)Fvaatoy 11106 J»aCIM|7) 

4S2PPZ DWaomRtaCTOTO'taREStQctoUMa^nirafKUlOE Mr P Sana (7) 

IP8532 DMNta BABY (TO TO (Maura ffca« OWens 7 10 L Mr S taach |7) 

2MJP4 TCWOHCm(TOIGW0idd>ig»)GCMnBil21Sa lta|« 0 Et>ood (7) v 

65IPSIV RBHriD)MN(US4}(8B2)TO(BtanTOi L (tetack 9 10 0 Me J ftiialrti f7) 

- 12 dtdmd - 

UMmunneVCIOa. trje hsraaw wefta GBoB £W 2ft FWu 7b Bin 9H A 

MSIRtt 12-4 Maritas Dreaei, 4-2 CWqfvlebr- W AatuPBei, 7-X Banyt puyfc, 8-2 finanta 
IB-1 BM Ben Dna, 14-1 DoatTM Tha WRa, Hantouraa lady. Nmda GeM. 18-1 othen 
1996: Utsaa 7 10 0 P Hcnfejr 61 fl Ataen 11 on 

FORM GUUE 

AUTOPUff won ttireo on the tnx owe fences lnU» spreifi of 1995. at Lacesur. New- 
bury and imtuetra but ran just once lost season. rumn£ Run Up The nog w a ien(jh 
ana a had owr trescoutse. Marita Drawn has won Ovee of hatra tour, man reerrt- 
ly at Towentar Iasi momn, when tie had Dancer Baby tour and a half lengths behind m 
Hwd and Ua rriatnwn ludy was a daappowing last at wgrt. GwnyM ud b improved for 
ftrs-time bMtare at Kumpon m January tax ha bn no headgear on now. Big Bon Dan 
nas naen tot down by fog jumpmgm the past Pm arataan baa not nm since November, 
tan ha returns on he favoured fast ground. Satoetton: AUTO PILOT 


f$7\K1 WOODROW WWT HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
°- wu, B) £84)00 2m UOpfs Penalty Vali» £5623 


31F304 DMCMGPADW(TO(TO)l8rdanraRaarg)KCunmghantBrtnn912 0-JPiiwel 

Q3220F StmEZTOTOTO>)(AJPNWMnNliKMMy7114._..»_- MA 

2KQ63 AUEWC flW) (13) TO (Ms i CeaB Me J Ged B 10 13 J 


241242 MNHtB|34)(TOitaAta»yAntoM>JH0d710 7 
052101 JOHN DRlRttl (TO TO»(AreHwJMinsj PWeawBlO 7. 

14&F TOBOUS (13) TO TO) (Toiy and Dee laesdal K Briey 7 ID 
531001 ra A B&AMta (13) (Ot) (M& M Ftamn Uss U ffc»«rel 710 3 It RTfaon«M (3 

322311 DMMKWAM pi) (MchadHWSO Miss M Kn0a5 100 ICtaty 

IM HOHNACmnECTOTOUAdamiAdamTlOO LAapalTO 

-RdWbaad- 

Mfltaun aright I0a Tiue ftandcap ari^c Mom* Fons 99 lib 
BEITWG: 21-4 Daretaiaa, 7-2 Serious, 9-2 John Dram, 7-lfwA Diaoota 6-1 AMeariaa, Mon- 
taa Feta 12J. Marina, 34-1 Saheo, 201 Daecfeif Paddy 
199fc Sitos 6 10 5 P Hda 4-1 (M« N Macarieyl 12 on 


JOHN DflUMM was outdassad at Antree In between vanning mice huitas at Newbuty 
told over lids course and distance. He defied tup wetgit m a novices' handicap here last 
One and has only lOst 7tb now. rm A Dreamer was 131b out oMhe handnop when win- 
raw fora. ARMtane was third. Dancing Roddy fourth and Serious a toiler three out 
when gang wed. SoMraion: JOHN DRUMM 


630 


7DTEDRBCT NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS RRC2 
D) £5^00 2m 3fllDyds Penalty NUie £3^91 lr°^l 


1 641351 PHR06AIWE PTO (The SCOB AncnMp)GL MOOR 71110 A P McCoy 

2 HUS * CARDINAL RUE (44) (D) (Mer J Bucb) Mk V UTOhb 8 11 1 W tWraiuiin 

3 Of 4240 SPWMT0CL0Ry(23) tAJBymd PHayvenllOlOlS MARngradd 

4 7XBPP IffTON RUt (13) W J Ota) Ms S Odd 12 10B DMa»W 

5 602251 BOOTSHAU.(10)MsTinSTIu»)GBaklne71Ol(4Rl BFantso 

B 064212 SLEAZE7(ll)PQt)G01MJGOTM6100 SOnrea 

7 0PF4F4 EAU SO SLOE (MS J Duce) J FtaJUn G 10 0 IMaguTO 

- 7 doctored - 

IMm nriBfo TOO. five bandrap m|yiK Stogy aa 13b. Eao 5o Sbe Sa 13D. 

BEITWG: ^ 10 Boots MAR, 9-2 CanfiaM Rule. Seazay, 5-1 Prefogadre, 7-1 tatot To Qory, 
25-1 Rytoa Rm, 88-1 tai So Soo 

1998eFtohadtlad79120VMhll-2|RT««nDiv0MBs)12Dn 
FORM GERM 

BOOTS N AU. has a 4I> penaby for hts win at Cheitanham tan dma. but he races off the 
same mark Toby Balding’s runner had done wel to be tour lengths second to Cantoul 
Rule at Hereford m Febnreiy and to Red Branch at Newtany (Spring To Story fourth and 
hetfi fast month. Praretattra has na been out sfoca maMng all at USanMck m Ocnber. 
Steamy srined a tost wm a Towesnr last month. CanRnal Rnto is 108) higher than 
wtwneesRy beattig Super Rftchatt for bia latest win. Sntacdorc BOOTS N ALL 

TOE MOBLETERMNAL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS Q £5p00 
added 2m 4t Penalty Value £3^485 

321 BUIDEC0U»NE(38)TOP«IUBen9)MsLRlCieato5115 

0 MGKBai TOUCH (TO (taJ Surat Bens) L&tmrii 7 11 Oi MrJ 

ROOT MASRUR (USA) IX28T)UM CBM J OOe 8110, 


6120 MHJJBCEPB)tta{Zl)TO(taaSauringJCH<1012 C 

31534 l nMBT)SFHiCa)WV.MWBMni&5RBlW)NHtnMB0n41D12JMA 

Biff LOUGH IQ# luck) R Rom 6 10 9 MrJ lack (7) 


OfOOOOP JMWSJ0rpBf)|R)ef«oclTOOaeranae710au 
-7i ‘ 


-Mwtb Stab (I) 


BETTMto 64 ft rawarSpaB, 7-4 totoiaamPadta 7-2 Ban da C0ta»a. 184 Bsylrata.au 

Htatato TMta, Masrer. JMtato Jpy 

IBM Ota 7 11 10 S Fat 7-4 U Jltara) 7 ran 

1 70=1 TOTE BOOKMAKERS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) £7fi00 
I added 2m Penalty Value £5j037 

1 148113 SUUEfBUW(TOTOfffcffMdMi)HHmJBaon711ia MAR&gsrald 

2 051111 B8XANJOCiaymm(SllBlMltoRa)MP|ia5113 A K McCoy 

3 65U22P FUlStMlBffl (USA) (4) PC Far) DWMatraS 112 MrSDraack(7) 

-Sdariwed- 

BDTMBc 48 tadao Jockey, M Sttotoua FaBn, IB-1 M ShHag 
19M Nairere 8 11 10 P Hd* 10-11 (D Bswnh) B ran 

I TOE CRBHT NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (OASS Q £3»00 
1 added 2m UOyds Penalty Value £5^>SL 

1 20210 SB CRET 8PRMB ffH) (TO TO W M K Getage) P Hattar 5 12 0 MCSMood) 

2 Q2-14P1 SOUNDS LM RJN (419 TO (MM H Broun) Mte H Kn|gs 6 11 1 JFTUtoy 

3 11515P WOnASHMreiES(Ut))TO(Dra>nOnRaan0LMontaBeHal61O U D Marfa 

4 31 MPMHJS (USA) (TO TOIUU D BtacMwn) P Wtttir 8 10 U 1‘' 

5 6-3135P RO PATTHBI (2?) W Htem) fi L Mooe 5 10 5 D 

6 400232 ra0ESlAD(TOmitaCMraaFo4DMdiiM)n6lO5 

7 om JDMEKfflMCWmrFHM aw RflWlfo-5 100, 

8 44PU1 ABS0UHE LMS (15) (B M Woonvi) J Gita 5 10 0. 

9 POOO-CO TWBEQD8TO(/Fftmr0JFInei6100 

Mntawn wriffc JQtt. 7h* Mnftap weghB: A»fe Khg 9st HA AOSobB Lm* 9st 7B. The Btra 7SL 
BETTMG: 214 No PaHam, 7-3 Ftsda> lad, 4-1 Somda lira Fun, 61 Secta Spring, 8-1 Ripnr- 
taAhretaLkrit, 10-1 Jade Hr*U-l<*ta* 

1998: Bur Ffom Fumy 5 10 7 B FWon B-l (G Bridng) 9 ran 



-PMaotoyO) 


RACING RESULTS 


BEVERLEY 

2JO; 1. CATHQ3RAL (Pat EcUery) 2-5 few, 
2. Cotway Rta 20-1; 3. 4rtdiaRo 20-L 24 
ran. 6. V«- (B Meehan. Lamboum). Ton: 
£1.50; £3J20, £6JO. £3120. Dual Ftarecaac 
£2&aa CSF: U6J2. Tito: £129-50. 
2^40: 1. MOIIM FDR BROKE (I Fortune) 

15- S;2. Double GoM 7-4fovrJL ManBann 

16- 3- 9 ran. 2 Vs, l a /«. IP Hastam. Mddfo- 
hami.IMK £3D0; £L3a ££3a £2.8a DF: 
£230. CSF: E&48. Tr« £14.7a 

SJD: 2- HAWAII (M «to) 4-1; 2. Neman 
Mr Ntaraiy 7-2; S- Cm Chi Lady 144 7 
ran. 11-10 tw hen Hamer 16th). Y*. Vj. (B 
hOts. LSfnbourv. TotK £45tt £2.50, £3.40. 
DF: £22J20. CSF; £29.«a 

3.40-.XTE0FTU0 (Pat Eddery) 6-11 lav; 


RICHAIID EDMONDSON 

NAP: Darakshan 

(Ascot 6.00) 

NB: Rearms 
(Ascot a05) 


2. Crystal Bold 5-1; 3. Nobal Lad 13-1. 11 
ran. 4. 2Ya. (D Later. Nmanadcd). TMk 
£L 60t £lilD,£1.70. f350-DR£330. CSF: 
£525. Tno; £59.ea 

4JLD: 1- ULLULAH BBUE CJ Weovet) 4-1 
tsr, 2. PortBw Scnbia 9-2: 3. Ctaric Barat- 
tjr 7-1. ll no. 2, 5, IN utmoden, Wohw- 
hamoton). Tate £4.40: £2M. £2.00, 
£3,70. DP. £7.90. CSF: £19.94. Tncaac 
£112-91. Trice £5120. 

4«40l L REGAL RSIHOL (J RSHB 4-1; 2. 

Alayfo B-4 tsv; 3. Regai Raprinaad 1B-L.7 
ran. Nk. 2. (M Stoute. HonmerVot}. Tote: 
£49 ft £2-10, £130. Of: £150. CSF; £927. 
Jackpot: £2^9420. 

Placapot: £27 JO. Qjrarfoot £14.00. 
Ptocn «: £15.73. PtaaSs £11.18. 

FONTWELL 

220: 2, CAIAXASCM JMNE (LOflimta 
Sensei Otaan BMHt ll-dfi HodtaSpiee 

303. B ran. 10, 8. P MStasJ. TWo: £120: 
0-10, £180, £120 OF; £2.70 CSF: £3^3- 
150: 3L DECVBORG p MauTO 8-13 hr. 
2. Kaap H 2tppnd 9-4; S. Cartaal Gayle 
6-JL 3 ran. 2. «aL (M PM. TMra £140 
DF:£U50.CSF:£224. 

320: 1. SCUD MSSU£ (Retort Guest) 
S^&C 2.Atatra33-2; 3. FaratosrF^w3-L 
4 ran. m 17. 0 PRyna). Tate: £230 Dft 
ia50. CSF: £7.77. 

330"- 1- ST VHJJ- ® Pouch ID-3: 2. Run- 
away Pate 9-2; 3, Ores A Cta 14-1. 7 ran. 
2-1 far Snow Board. 24. lVs. CR 
TMac £4 JO; £220, £130. DF: £530. i 
£1738. Trtcasc £16931. NR: Karar. 

430:1. bAZSMOfHMERESFM 94 
fSK 2. Mi Olte Rage MKJj 3. Hotou ML 
B ran. 10, 30 P fottans). IMw £3.40; 
£130, ma DF: £520 CSF; £9.04. 

43ft 3- MUU1NT0R (0 O'Sriawn) 5-2; 
2. Ha xnewa Ika Mlea 133 lav; 3. atotta 
ai Danorae-l 12 an. lVa. 28. tR Rowe). 
TWa: £3.70 £130 £110 £230 DF: £320 
CSF: £6.67. TriK £1330 
Placapab £3430 Quettoofc £2530 
Ptoee ft f.3&52. Ffocn fe £1627. 


PERTH 

23ft 2. QtSKN EWART (Mr C Sanyl 

11- 2 2. Hownyrnun 3-1 tav; 3. Admtaton 

12- S. 24 ran. I*. IB. 1C Storey, Ketso). TWe: 
£4.70: £130, £130 £440. DF: £720 CSF: 
£1090 Tito: £34.50. 

230: 1. IACEN BDBOE ID J MoHraU 9- 1; 

2. Manrioar Hymn 9-4 few; a Young Konqr 
7-2. 13 ran. vu, 22. (D Moftm. CartmeO. 
1MK £930; £230. £130 £2.30. DF: 
£1090. CSP £2533. Too: £1930. 

OOft 2. GROUS&M4EKIHBt p Cattery) 
7-2 2. Strain Moon 14-1 3. PoBttad Tower 
9-1. 6 ran. evens lav Monyman i«th). 3>,^ 

3. PMontaR, Rosemri). Wk £3.40; £1.40, 
£330 DF: £11.40 CSF: £3425. 

33ft 2, CHARUSnONA (S Mokoaej 
25-1; a. Santa 25-1; 3. Edan Davear 7-2 
A-tav. 21 ran. 7-2 P tav Norios. 10, 3V>. U 
Dodds. Arimcw. TatK £66.00; £15.60. 
£1060, £1.00. DF: £2v495.80. CSF: 
£48325. Tiwr £277.00. 

4Mk L TtDEBROOK 6 MdNedD 7-2; 2. 
Cool Mtattwr 10-1; 3. Noonra 84 lav. 9 
ran. DtfL dot IK Briley, Upper Lamboum). 
TMK £300 £160 £140 £130 DF: £920, 
CSF: £3134. Thus £1330 NRs Sown Mead. 
Supra m an n e. 

430:2 BOURDCMNSf (Mr CBmna)9-r; 
2. Etntkm 20-1; 3. Mnctar Of Ttar 16-1. 
12 ran. 2-1 fau unitthen (4th). l£ 5. (M 
Haramond, Middtaham). IWb: £530 £130. 
£2jQO £7J30 OF: £3830. CSF) £85.92. Tn- 

easc £1232,07. lino: £10520 Kt Anflah. 
PlacapME £70.10. Qundpot: £18.70 
«noa ft £300. 72. Plraso & £11052. 

■ Avro Arson is dear Eavouriie lor 
tamdrruw*& Whitbread Cold Cap af- 
ter injury claimed the former joim- 
m&ikel leader, Amtrak Express. Avro 
Anson is now 12-4 with Ladbrokes. 
“Amtrak Express pulled a muscle in 
his quartern after work on Monday and 
we can't take any chances with him." 
Nick Henderson, his trainer, said. 
Robert Alnergavc Flyer's Nap, the 
mount of Tbny McCoy, the go-ahead 
io nm after walking the course. 


VTHEINMPENI^NT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 
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Villeneuve backs return to ‘real racetracks’ 


Motor racing 

DERICK ALLSOP 
reports from Jmola 

Springtime in Emilia Romagna; 
ties in blossom, a gentle sun 
caressing the hillside vineyards 
and the promise of the na- 
tion’s finest pasta- For some, a 
definition of heaven. 

For the Formula One frater- 
nity, however, this comer of 
Italy will forever rekindle a vi- 
sion of hell, and the adjourn- 
ment of the Ayrton Senna trial, 
just down the road from the Au- 


todromo Enzo e Dino Ferrari, 
cannot deflect from the con- 
science the horrors of the San 
Marino Grand Prix three years 
ago. Another consequence is a 
circuit neutralised by a chicane 
at the point where the Brazil- 
ian was killed, and a backlash 
from drivers demanding a re- 
turn to “real racetracks.” 

Chief among them is Jacques 
Villeneuve, the world champi- 
onship leader, and a man ever 
intent on saying what he thinks. 
Right now he thinks and says 
this circuit is boring, which is ins 
impression of many circuits. 


Furthermore, he reiterated here 
yesterday, that he thmU For- 
mula One racing is becoming 
boring to the extent that he and 
others will seek fun, if not for- 
tunes, in IndyCars. 

The Canadian claims he 
speaks for others, as wen as him- 
self, when he denounced rule 
changes scheduled for next year, 
which include the introduction 
of narrower cars and grooved 

tyres, intended to b ring down lap 
times and improve racing. Few- 
er and fewer, apparently, now 
have faith in that theory. 


will only help the big teams with 
money to open the gap between 
themselves and the others. If it 
becomes boring to drive then the 
pinnacle could be IndyCars. 
The money will not be enough 
to keep me here for long. Oth- 
er drivers, toa have said they are 
looking at the other ride.” 

The WHhams-Renaiilt dri- 
ver is perceived by some as a 
moaner, in which case he wifl be 
in good company while he re- 
mains in Formula One. Gian- 
carlo Fisichefla, a new boy at 
Jordan-Peugeot this season, 
made it plain yesterday he had 


no Lime for his team-mate, 
another new boy, Ralf Schu- 
macher, after their dust-up.in 
Argentina, where the German 
barged the Italiaaout of his way 
eh route to third place. 

Eddie Jordan, the team own- 
er. has given the pair a lecture 
and Schumacher apologised 
for the incident, but Fisicnella 
said: “Our friendship is fin - 
ished. I wifl always be correct cm 
the track, and we'll work to- 
gether on the car. But- away 
from the track there willbe 
nothing. We are not together” 
_ Jordan may face the first test 


in Sun- 
day's San Marino Grand Prix, 
when FfrichePa’s knowledge of 
the circuit may give him the edge 
over the nltra-oombarive.Sdut- 
macher. Eddie ImnewojiWlike 
fo think he will discover on 
Stodayif the authorities are pro-. 
..pared to meet bis request for a 
nag depicting a shamrock to be 
displayed on the podium in his 
honoar.Better still, if they are 
■ prepared to play the non-sec- 
tarian Londonderry Air tomark 
bis victory. The Ulsterman stood 
beneath the Irish tr^onr after 
-• taking second place in Buenos 


Aires and,asa result, his parents 


MtTMl _ 

ItVM m the is£ m 



implied commitment to- either 
the tricolour or the. Union flag, 
suggesting the shamrock symbol 
would be a politically and socially 
acceptable compromise. 

He said: Ti can be a help 
being Trish and British, and 
this has not caused me prob- 
lems, but it has for my father 
and mother back, home, and 
people who work for me. Poli- 
tic s shottW be kept out of sport- 


The end of 
King Eric’s 
reign is nigh 

Glenn Moore on Manchester United's 
exit from Europe and its consequences 


The verdict on Manchester 
United’s tQt at European glory 
could be read in the stands on 
Wednesday night. In the clos- 
ing moments of their 1-0 defeat 
by Bomssia Dortmund, when it 
became obvious that they would 
not overturn the 2-0 aggregate 
deficit. United’s followers 
passed judgement. 

They had been deathly qui- 
et for 20 minutes as chances 
came and went to the accom- 
paniment of German drums. 
Now, as the dream of a place in 
the European Cup final disap- 
peared, they stood, not to head 
for the exits, but to acclaim their 
team, and their conquerors. 

Dortmund deserved the ap- 
plause for their resilience and 
their opportunism. United de- 
served it for their efforts on the 
night and across the season. 
They had given Old Trafford 
more than they dared hope for 
in the autumn, after the trounc- 
ing in lUrin and two humbling 
defeats at home. 

The fans’ view was reflected 
within the chib. After the fail- 
ings of recent years, simply 
reaching the semi-finals was an 
achievement. United will 
recognise that, for all Alex 
Ferguson's public protesta- 
tions, they were not good 
enough to go further. They 
have been beaten five times in 
the competition, including 


home and away by Dortmund 
and Juventus. 

They are, however, good 
enough to compete with the 
best and are learning all the 
time. Some judicious summer 
investment and, next season, 
they could go that one step 
further. 

The question exercising Alex 
Ferguson’s mind this morning 
is where to improve and who to 
buy? When yon are as good as 
United the number of players 
that can improve the team with- 
out disrupting the dressing- 
room and pay structure are 
rare. 

It can be done. “Juventus won 
the Champions' League last 



Ferguson said yesterday. They 
sold Fabrizio Ravanelh, Gian- 
hica Vialli. Paulo Sousa and 
Pietro Vierchowod among oth- 
ers. The players they brought in 
included AJen Boktic and Zine- 
dine Zidane and the result is 
better than the origtnaL It will 
be a surprise if Juventus do not 
retain their trophy in Munich on 
28 May. 

Karel Poborsky has been a 
disappointment, and United 
still need a wide right player to 
provide further options, in- 
cluding allowing David Beck- 
ham to play inside more often; 
they may need a defender to re- 
place the injury-prone Gary 


Andy Cole watches as Borussia Dortmund’s players celebrate their goal at Old Ttafford on Wednesday night 


P&Uister; and, most con- 
tentiousfy, they need a new 
striker or two. Andy Cole 
played well on Wednesday but 
his finishing continues to let him 
down; Ole Gunnar Solskjaer has 
had a good season but is light- 
weight and still learning; Eric 
Cantona looked like a man 
whose time has passed. 

Once again he failed to de- 
liver when it mattered and, for 
the first time, there were stir- 
rings of dissent among his fol- 
lowers. He has had a peripheral 
impact this season; he missed 
crucial chances in both leg? 
against Dortmund and United 


have played well without him, 
notably at Arsenal. 

Possibilities are few. Davor 
Suker is regularly mentioned but 
one wonders how he would fit 
in the dressing-room, and he 
would not be a replacement for 
Cantona. No doubt Ferguson 
will soon be headed for Ringway 
Airport but one answer could be 
dose to home. If Middlesbrough 
fail to survive, Juninho may be 
looking for new employment 

United will need to be better 
next season as it will be harder 
to qualify. There are six groups 
of four and, as England are cur- 
rently seventh in the rankings. 


United might not be among the - 
top seeds. With second-placed 
crabs also involved they could 
find themselves in a group with 
Juventus and Barcelona. Only 
die group winner qualifies au- 
tomatically, the best two second- 
placed chibs joining them in the 
quarter-finals. 

The competition begins ear- 
ly, far too eariy,on23 July -the 
day before the fourth cricket 
"Ifest. That round involves the 
champions of the minor nations, 
which will probably include 
Rangers. 

This format may only last a 
season as Uefa, the governing 


body of European football, act- 
ing on a proposal from Juven- 
tus, are pLannmg further reform 
of their lucrative flagship. They 
are considering dispensing with 
two-legged semi-fouls and play- 
ing a mini-tournament in late 
May with both semi-finals and 
the final played within a week 
in one country. 

Brilliant, one might think . 
This would reduce fixture con- 
gestion by freeing two mid- 
weeks in April. However, 
anyone leaping to that conclu- 
sion has not studied Uefa’s 
empire-building. The two extra 
midweeks would merely allow 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


the format to become four 
groups of six. It wiU simplify the 
process but the consequence 
would be more matches, not 
fewer. Annual income, already 
outstripping the World Cup fi- 
nals at more than £!00m, will 
also go up. 

At least this year's Iate-May 
fixture bottleneck has been 
eased. Wednesday night’s defeat 
means United's growing co- 
terie of England players should 
now be (relatively) fresh for the 
31 May World Cup tie in Poland 
and available for the warm-up 
match with South Africa at 
Old Trafford on 24 May. 


Graham chasing Fiorentina’s Amoroso 


ALAN NIXON 


George Graham, the Leeds 
Unhid manager, was in Florence 
last night watching Fiorentina’s 
European Cup-Winners’ Cup 
semi-final second leg against 
Barcelona and trying to sign the 
Italian dub’s £3m-rated central 
defender Lorenzo Amoroso. 

Amoroso has played an in- 


tegral part in the Italian club's 
European campaign and is rat- 
ed one of the best uncapped de- ; 
lenders in Italy. He is reportedly 
interested in a move to England. 

Graham plans to spend 
around £1 0m on new faces with 
five or six players joining his 
squad in the dose season. 

Graham has also made moves 
for Bolton’s £32m-rated Alan 
Thompson, the Brentford strik- 


er Chri Asaba, the Israeli forward 
Heim Revivo and the Rangers 
left-back Davie Robertson. 

The Burnley manager, Adri- 
an HeaLh, wants to sign the ex- 
perienced midfield player Barry 
Horne from Birmingham as 
part of a swap for goalkeeper 
Marlon Beresford. The Welsh 
international has been told he 
can go by the Birmingham man- 
ager, Trevor Francis, who is in- 


terested in Beresford with his 
current No 1 Ian Bennett 
stalling on signing a new deal. 

The Portsmouth chairman, 
Terry Venables, who now owns 
a controlling interest in the 
club, will reveal plans for a new 
stadium for the First Division 
club today. The club hope to 
build a new home on a site yet 
to be decided, although a rail- 
way goods yard adjacent to 


Fratton Park is the most likely 
option. Portsmouth will get 
£2m from the Football Trust if 
they can begin building before 
the end of this season. 

■ Cesare Maldini yesterday 
added Roberto Baggio to the 
squad for Italy’s home World 
Cup qualifier against Poland on 
Wednesday. Baggio, 30, who has 
45 caps, last played for Italy in 
September 1995. 


Altrincham on the 
edge of precipice 


Burns stands firm despite Falkirk embarrassment 


Scottish football 

The Celtic manager. Tommy 
B ums , was in a defiant mood yes- 
terday, insisting he would not quit 
Paikhcad after his side’s shock 
Scottish Cup exit against Falkirk 
at Ibrox on Wednesday nigfrL 

Burns' future was immedi- 
ately the subject of speculation 
after their 1-0 semi-final replay 
defeat at the end of 3 season 
which will almost certainly see 
rivals Rangers collect their 
ninth championship in a row. 

Bums said: “I will not be re- 
signing. 1 can cither walk away 
or stay and try and change iL I 


intend to stay and change iL I 
would be the first to admit I 
have made mistakes in the first 
three years I have been here but 
I also feel I have learned an 
enormous amount in that time 
and I intend to use that expe- 
rience to the full in the future.” 

Celtic's managing director, 
Fergus McCann, said the club's 
overall “plan of action” had noL 
changed. Chris Waddle is hop- 
ing Falkirk go cm to lift the Scot- 
tish Cup following their shock 
semi-final victory over Celtic. 

Waddle joined the Scottish 
First Division outfit last Sep- 
tember on a match-by-match 
basis to help him build up his 


fitness. And ^he 36-year-old 
former England winger, who 
made four appearances and 
scored on his debut against 
Clydebank, was delighted to 
hear that the Bairns had 
reached their first final in 40 
years. Tin very pleased for 
them,” Waddle said. “It’s a 
great achievement for them to 
beat Celtic and hopefully they 
can go on and win the cup." 

MVhddle joined Bradford after 
his brief stint in Scotland and is 
now back in the Premiership bid- 
ding to steer Sunderland dear of 
relegation. But he has happy 
memories of his brief spell in 
Scotland and wishes he could be 


at Ibrox on 24 May for the final 
when Falkirk meet Kilmarnock. 

“I go on holiday to America 
on the day of the final so I won’t 
be able to go to it but I would 
definitely have gone otherwise,” 
he said. ‘T might still be able to 
watch the game on satellite 
over there and it would be nice 
to see them win iL 

“I was recovering from an in- 
jury at the time when I went up 
there. They did me afavour and 
I did them a favour. I enjoyed 
my time there and I still speak 
to people at the dub. They're 
a great set of players there and 
the chairman [George Fulston] 
is a real character.” 


Falkirk were relegated from 
the Premier Division last year 
but Waddle is hoping a cup fi- 
nal victory will provide the im- 
petus for a successful promotion 
campaign next season. 

“For a club of their size 
they’re ambitious, they’ve got 
plans for a new stadium and this 
[reaching the final] has come at 
a good tune for them,” Waddle 
added. “They’ve got a lot of ex- 
perienced players and I be- 
lieve they’re good enough to 
play in the Premier Division. 

“If they win the cup that 
might give them the push they 
need to go on and get promo- 
tion next season.” 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


While Macclesfield Town pre- 
pare for the last push towards 
promotion to the Football 
League, their Cheshire rivals 
Altrincham can only look on 
in envy for the Moss Lane 
club are on the brink of rele- 

g tion from the GM Vauxhall 
inference. 

Altrincham were founder 
members of the Conference 
(then called the Alliance Pre- 
mier League) in 1 979 and have 
not been relegated since then. - 
They won the first two titles in 
1980 and *81 and, in the era be- 
fore promotion and relegation, 
were desperately irahrckynotto 
be voted in to the Football 
League. 

Altrincham’s manager, John 
King, and his assistant, Graham 
Heathcote, were both members 
of the team in those glory 
years, so they are suffering 
more than most people at the 
club now that the cheers have 
turned to tears. At the start of 
1997 Altrincham were in what 


seemed a comfortable mid- 
table position, but their form 
since then has been dreadful. 
They have not won for 15 
games and are now bottom of 
the table, with just three games 
left to play. 

After last weekend’s 2-1 
home defeat to Dover, who 
scored twice in the last seven 
minutes to seize the points. 
King said that all his players 
were “so down, so heartbro- 
ken”. They will not be feeling 
much better if they lose to 
Kettering at Moss Lane to- 
morrow - such a result would 
confirm relegation if Walling get 
at least a point at home to 
Gateshead and/or Bath win at 
Hayes. 

Bromsgrove Rovers will also 
be relegated if they lose at 
Macclesfield, who will secure 
the title if they win tomorrow 
and on Wednesday at Halifax 
in their penultimate fixture. 
Sammy Mcllroy’s side beat 
Woking 5-0 at Moss Rose on 
Tuesday, scoring four goals in 
four second-half minutes, to 
put promotion within their 

grasp- 
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Bath move for Regan 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 

Bristol's rapidly diminishing rep- 
utation as one of the cornerstones 
of English rugby could suffer an- 
other sickening blow before the 
end of the season if Mark Regan, 
their home-grown Lions hooker, 
agrees terms with nei ghbour s 
Bath. Souroesdosc to both dubs 
indicated yesterday that the 
Courage champions were fast 
closing in on the most improved 
front-row forward in Europe. 

With Leicester emerging as 
favourites to secure the services 
of a second Bristol Lion, the 
kick Simon Shaw, fears of a new 
outbreak of asset-stripping at 
the Memorial Ground gath- 
ered pace. Unlike Regan, who 
has another year left to run on 
his contract and would therefore 
be the subject of a substantial 
transfer fee, Shaw becomes a 
free agent next month. 


Both men will definitely leave 
Bristol if the worst comes to Lhe 
worst and the dub fails to survive 
next month’s play-off double- 
header against either Coventry 
or, more likely, Bedford. Under 
those circumstances, they might 
wdj lose Martin Cony, their cap- 
tain, into the bargain. His CV has 
been circulated to the richer 
- and more secure top-flight dubs 
in recent weeks and a strong 
showing on this s umme r’s Eng- 
land tour of Argentina could pro- 
voke a stampede fbrhisservKes- 

However, the West Country- 
men are confident of retaining 
dlite status and, in a declaration 
of serious intent, have success- 
fully negotiated anew three-year 
deal with David Corkery, the 
Irish international flanker. 

Andy Gomarsafl has recov- 
ered from a groin infection and 
replaces Martyn Wfood at scrum- 
half as Wasps attempt to tie up 
the championship at Northamp- 
ton tomorrow. 


Holt’s win foils 
to halt the rot 

Table tennis 


Andrea Holt proved England's 
only winner as the women’s 
team were beaten M by Lithua- 
nia in dieir opening match at the 
World Championships in 
Manchester yesterday. 

This was a crucial Category 
One match for England, ana 
one they had expected to win, 
but Lisa Lomas, olayine in 


her eighth Worm Champi- 
onship, was beaten in both her 
singles matches- . . 

Lomas lost the opening 
match to Jolanta Prusiene after 
leading 20-18 in the second 
game. Holt then brought the 
scores level, by beating Ruia 
Garkauskaite, but the reigning 
England champion, Nicola 
Deaton, was narrowly defeated 
by Kristina Tolflaite before 
Lomas fell to Garkauskaite. 

Results, Digest, page 29 


Betts set for Wigan 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADHELD 


The Great Britain forward De- 
nis Betts is expected to rejoin 
Wigan on a four-year contract 
now that he has confirmed he 
will return to England next year. 

Betts said he was leaving the 
Auckland Warriors after three 
seasons for family reasons, but 
with some regrets. “After a fry- 
ing time at the start. I'm en- 
joying myself now " be said. 

His return to Babin, as a free 
agent, was bound to interest a 
□umber of dubs. Leeds ex- 
pressed an interest, but said 
Betisappeared to be out of their 
price range. Wigan plan to an- 
nounce his capture next month, 
before a shareholders’ meeting 
at which a disgruntled group will 
fry to vote the dub’s chair man , 
Jack Robinson, off the board. 

The Wigan prop Terry 
O’Connor has said a fourth de- 


feat this season would end the 
club's Chances of winning the Su- 
per League. The Great Britain 
tourist could have a new front- 
row partner for tonight’s game 
against his former club. Salford, 
Wigan having obtained a work 
permit for their recent signing 
from Widnes, Lee Hansen. 

O'Connor, the Salford prop 
Cliff Eccles and the St Helens 
stand-off Tommy Martyn, are 
available for Ireland’s game in 
France next month; - 

The Halifax prop Kelvin 
Skerrett will be sidelined for at 


arm, while the utility backAsa 
Amone has sprung his right 
shoulder and is out of Halifax’s 
Sunday visit to Oldham. 

The Super League's bottom 
dub, Castlcford, whose new 
coach, Stuart Raper, arrived 
from Australia yesterday, will be 
without the winger! Chris 
Smith, for six weeks due to a 
knee injury. 


Seve set 
to make 
first cut 
of year 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL ^ 
reports from Madrid 

After-coaching Tiger Woo^w 
become the youngest and “*J l 
comprehensive Masters *-ham- 
pfonever, Butch Hannon did 
not have to look far f° r , ar f-F"“ 
core. The man obviously Mm 
a challenge. For tus next trick, 
Seve Ballesteros may make ms 
firet cut this year. 

pour under after 11 holes, 
Ballesteros could have done 
even better than his 70 m Inc first 
round of the Peugeot Spanish 
Open. He is fourjehmd .Ger- 
many's Alex Cejka and the 
defending champion, Fadraig 
Harrington, who has managed to 
bring the form from his maiden 
win as a rookie atClubdeCam- 
no a vear ana to the tournament a 
new vOTueat La Morafeja IL 

Ballesteros finished third here 
in the Old pro-am last October, 
an event won by his American 
counterpart as Ryder Cup cap- 
tain, Tbm Kite. But this year, the 
Spaniard’s playing rations have 
been strictly limited to two days 
at a time. If that changes this 
weekend, it will have been built 
on the security of birdies at three 

of his first four holes yesterday. 

It meant that a loss of con- 
centration on the back nine was 
not disastrous. He left his re- 
covery shot in a bunker at the 
short 13th and took three putts 
on the nexL At 15. his eagle pitch 
lipped ouL the birdie a formal- 
ity, but a wild tee shot at the 17th 
cost another shot. Overall, 
Ballesteros was encouraged. “It 
is my best score and the best I 
have played this year,” he said. 

“I believe Iplayed better than 
a 70, but the last six holes were 
abit unsteady. I have been work- 
ing with Butch at the Masters, at 
Santander last week and again 
here and I am very positive that 
thing s will chan ge. 1 have won in 
the 70s, the 80s, the 90s and I will 
still be winning in 2000.” 

Strangely, Ballesteros denied 
that the world No 2, Greg Nor- 
man, was here because the 
Spaniard had agreed to play in 
Norman’s tournament in Aus- 
tralia. “My manager Roddy 
Carr made the deal with Greg. 
Maybe Roddy will play in Aus- 
tralia," Seve said. 

Norman shot a three-under 
69, the same as his playing 
partner. Jose Maria Olazahal. 
who received Spain’s highest 
sporting honour, the Gold 
Medal, on Monday night. On 
Wednesday, Norman had a bull 
dedicated to him at a bullfight 
but he declined the invitation to 
have a go himself. “1 admire the 
courage of the matadors," the 
Shark said. “I wouldn't want to 
be in there doing that.” 

Cejka, who came home in 30, 
and Harrington, who made six 
birdies in eight holes from the 
fourth, led by one on 66 from 
dub pro Gary Emerson and 
Mark James. The Ryder Cup 
veteran is another emerging 
from a spell where the only 
things wrong with his game were 
that he “putted poorly, thought 
poorly, swung pooriy,"had some 
bad luck and my chipping and 
sand play was not too good.” 

■ Fuzzy Zoelier has withdrawn 
from the Greater Greensboro 
tournament saying he could not 
continue playing competitively 
until he had apologised person- 
ally to Tiger Woods for racially 
insensitive remarks he made 
about the Masters champion. 


Courier thrown 
out of Monte 
Carlo Open 

Tennis 


Jim Courier was disqual 
from his doubles match a 
Monte Carlo Open vesu 
and will lose all his prize-i 
ey from the tournament. 

Courier, twice a French 
Australian Open champion 
ms partner, Marc Ross* 
Switzerland, were 4-1 down i 
third set of their secimd-r 



luuu ana juvier sar 
Spain, having taken the. 
6-3 but lost the second tv 
Courier was warned foi 
dible obscenity. He rope 
and the team’lost a poi 
then kicked the umpire’* 
constituting a third offe 
unsportsmanlike condui 
fine will be about JEI5.5I: 
Tim Henman is conlu 
being fit enough to retun 
don at the Italian Open 
starts on 12M ay .Henm 
forced to miss Britain’s 

Davis Cup defeat bvZim 

because of an elbow inji 
Martina Hingis, the w ( 
WMM No 1. left hospi, 

lerday »*fter u 
aUon on Wednesday to 
the knee ligament she i 
jn a fall from a horse. S; 
be unable to resume full 
tng for three weeks 
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^6t :. COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP: Hampshire bowlers taken apart while Surrey struggle and the champions fight back 
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Irani hammers 


Year 


• ‘ !J ”‘ Mu 


home his point 


Cricket 


■ ■ 1 1 1 V- ' ' M s' reports from CheJmsfbrcf 

■ Essex 246 and 373-7 

■ •in. i. li ,Nl nuni.i i-i— -e.- 


DEREK PRINGLE 


But if the alarm bells were half-centuries by their ca ptain 
ringing, the arrival yesterday of Paul Prichard But if Prichard 
the pitch inspector, Harry fashioned the coffin lid, ir was 


Essex 246 and 373-7 


^u. H ' ir Ci Harnpshlre161 


•■’--•Ul.. 

■* rfn-u v. . 


the pitch inspector, Hany fashioned die mffrr 
Blind, coincided with batting at Law and Irani who b 
its most thrilling as Stuart Law ve the n»flg home, 
and Ronnie Irani belted the ending the day unbe 
Hampshire bowling to all pans in a display dearly ii 
of the ground. In the end it was stick two fingers up 


'k.ir 
ill. L-r .1 


l ' nevi Like a defrosting vindaloo, the obvious that tea and r** fr** anH 

"•IV . , Jacf twa dav>; at tc t r 


Law and Irani who began to dri- 
ve the nails home, the latter 
ending the day unbeaten on 95 
in a display dearly intended to 
stick two fingers up at his crit- 
ics over the winter, 
bam provided the musde and 


, r ^3° ^ at Chelmsford not 25 points had to be dis- iiam provided the musde and 

“ ,!i|,| ‘T in., ! have ^ !we ^P,,F x “ P ensed as Essex, with three Law mmed an the style as he 

: . U Hi. trei ? I f s ' r™ 1 } 7 ^kets felling wickets standing, increased brought up his 49-baB fifty with 

, *' 1 u-r «li. 4 || » dnt ic oa “ e fi 154 «ay. the umpires their overnight lead to a -mas- a scorching cover drive. Few 

! :l ' lw.' 10 «sp°rt it to sfve45&. batsmen kJp the feceoftbe bat 

~ ln| ^ninirL . Lord s as the seam bowlers of Essex’s ascendancy in this ptittip thrmoh the hall irmow 




•i i. ' ‘ifc tin "“j, ““*'*'** lu ic puri il to sive 45S. 

Ji, I-. | [ S pafl h • Lord s as the seam bowlers of Essex’s ascendancy in this 
• \Ji v ", H , ,,l ' n d gT su ^ s enjoyed an early match is owed to a multitude ctf 
.i '■Jk* : >nj it. ■ season bonanza. efforts, none more than the two 

■ “.llllnt. n . 


Last-wicket pair 
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S :, j&sM n century stand 




MIKE CAREY 
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reports tom Leicester 
Gloucestershire 245 and 8-0 
Leicestershire 307 
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Patience, self-discipline and the 
ability to graft carefully for runs 
were the qualities most in de- 
mand on a bleak day here yes- 
terday. They were not as 
abundant as you might have ex- 
pected in Leicestershire’s ranks 
and but for Darren Maddy phis 
a last-wicket partnership of 101 
between Paul Nixon and James 
Ormond they could have been 
embarrassed by some combat- 
ive Gloucestershire bowling. 


and after edging Marie Alleyne 
just past second slip, he allowed 
himself no more frivolities 
around off stump. 

It was just as welL At the oth- 
er end, once the nightwatchman 
Adrian Pierson had been picked 
up at slip off Jonathan Lewis, 
things did not go quite as 
Leicestershire must have ex- 


or as long as possible. 


terday, but a restrictive field 


at his best on pitches like these captain John Stephenson as he 
where the ball is never quite attempted to uppercut a bounc- 


there to be hit. Early on, he al- 
most provided Shaun Young 
with an eminent first victim in 


'•tiiivik'rikn They may no longer have the 

I’: 1 ' ' !l1 hostility of Courtney Walsh or, 

■ >v\nui«t- | indeed, the subtlety of Javagal 
'i iikM.m U v.j. Srinath, but in many ways 


county cricket, but the Ans- forced into the fray much ear- 
tralian could not hold a return Her, despite having been in- 
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catch as he followed through. 
Soon afterwards, crease- 


Gloucestersh ire's attack was houiKi he was bowled by ADeyoe. 


volved in a serious car crash the 
previous evening. He finished 
the day with three wickets, in- 


ideal for these conditions - a Gregor Macmillan’s first error of chiding that of his old opening 
slow,- seaming pitch and a day judgment outside his off stump partner Graham Gooch, who 


which, ^ with a chill east wind, was 
surely not meant for out-and- 
out fest bowling anyway. .. 
But, with overcast sides from 


was fas test and after some four 
hours of compact, controlled 
batting Maddy was obviously 
disgusted with himselfwhen he 


the start, it was certainly a day for was caught at slip off a ball he 
steady medium pacers able to lo- probably cocdd have left alone. 


steaaymeaiuinpaceis ante to lo- 
cate a good offstump fine, pot 
the ball regularly on the spot and 


When DavicTMiflnswas 
before sweeping at Martyh I 


await. devekjpTOenL<H ami. these,, Nixon .and Ormond found 
as Maddy flood . fem at one themselves together with their 


was trapped Ibw as he fell 
across his shoL 

With Cardigan Connor un- 
able to operate as well as he did 
on the opening day, it was left 
to journeymen like Kevan 
Janies to <to the donkey work 
into a strengthening wind. 

At the age of. 36, James did 
agoodjob for Hampshire, tak- 
ing three wickets, but his pres- 


as Maddy flood . hnn at one themselves together wnn mere a gooajon tor aampsnne, tax- 
end, were more encouraging - ride stiH 39 adrift But Nboo's ing three wickets, but his pres- 
than Gloucestershire- probably tenadty in these situations is ence, alongwfth many like him, 
dared hope from the champions’ .well, known 'and Ormond are not really doing a service to 
middle-order batting. shewed he is someway from be- -cricket. It is a point Lord’s 

Maddy looked increasingly a ing the worst No ll around. In- must address ifwe are to see the 
batsman to watch and enjoy dMd, he looked well organised sa^ngsbqrond the dead wood, 
watching. You bowl at his legs enough to attract a short ball Fortunately, youth had its 
at your peril. The ball is usual- from Lewis which struck him on head as well and the ever-im- 
ly whipped away, sweetly timed, the helmet. That apart, he op- proving Ashley Cowan, Essex’s 
through mid-wicket. He is also crated with some comfort on 21-year-old fast bonder, took a 
clearly his own severest critic the front foot . - career-best 5 for 49. .• - 


cricket. It is a point Lord’s 
must address ifwe are to see the 
saplings beyond the dead wood. 

Fortunately, youth had its 
head as well and the ever-im- 
proving Ashley Cowan, Essex’s 
21-year-old fast bonder, took a 
career-best 5 for 49. 
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CHELMSFORD: Esvok (Bpts), wtth tt«M TRWstinCtOUt 

sooomUaningt »!«**** T 8 ”* *; APWBfeltwbDeftBtes..... 

4S8nwafce«lofH«B|»l*»W-WV M V Ftenwig Ejw b DeFmrtss 
IUOl . . M A Eamam c Oort b Deen .. 

HampsMK won tern P A Sirang not out 

ESSOt-l«lraita(e»3W[PJPTtoTartK: ^ 

tA N Ayfncs not oul 7 Bowlmc (tfi dBM: Coik 15-4 • 

5 Cwa ° .. Uswz DeFteflas 13-2-47 

S M MObum c rtWb b son - 27-1; ctaite 3^0-13-0 

ToM (8UJ. oven) U1 LncasUra v Dwfea 

FeB: 8-122, 9-139. _ __ OLD TRAFFORO: Dmtam 

BMbe floe 15.1-2-37-2: OCMOT 1 21-5^9. 

G AGoochftwb Staptwrean 34‘ 

P J Pncbanl b James -Sg 1AJHCASWRE - first tentaffi 

|V Hussain BW4> Jamas — -?? KSwtwtc 494 for 9) 


FMfc 5-44, 6-10^ 7-038. B-204, 9-217. WORCESTERSHRE - Fkst hm» 

Bcwa«McCa0e2OJ.-a-7&S;HBaday26- . 286 lor 31 . 

3-84-4,- Eaftam 3-0-20Ct Saar® 05-7-37- TS Cuttta b Bomon — 003 

0: Ftemhg 7-0-22 -a . *T« Moody b Bowen 70 

KENT -Sseona Inning V S SotenW b Baten ~ — : — — IS 

D P R4ton tow tj Oof rates 29. tS J Rhodes c-Owiraan b 6*ns 0 

N J Uong c Jones b DeFrwas J2 S R IsmplU not out 26 

7 R Ward not out — 95 P J Nefiwt Imt b Bowen 2 

A PWefls tbwb DcFrsflas ~0 M Rswirtey b Archer — — — s 9 

MVFteftwrgBjwb Deftartas jQ ASbedyarcNocntoBown 21 

M A Eattwn c Oort b Dear ; — J8 Extras (68, B23. W14. rt>123 57 

PASOangiWOut 29 Tots! (144J oven) 417 

Extras (*>D 1 ‘ M: 4-314. 5033. 6336. 7-353,6355. 


Fait 1-55, 2-79. 3-79. 4-79. S-120. 

To bet M M «WbL *1S AMaoh. D WHeadry; 

M J urftiffv- - - 

BcmiMig (to dsts): Cork 15-4-360; Malcolm 
8-0-50-0: DeFnXas 13-2-47-4; Dean 6-0- 
27-0: Ctarice 3^0-13-0 
Unubes: K E Pabner and P tMBey. 


-174 9-380. 


OLD IRAFFOMk Dmtam sra 201 tar A A Metcalfe not out 


Scorn at 120 overs: 353 for 6 
P oWn g Bans 3fi- 11-89-3; fisrt® 30-7-77- 
.At Bowen 3L5-7-99-5; ArctW^l-5-56-1; 
Bates 03-1-33*1; DMm 11-2-32-0. 
NOrriNOMMSWRE- FM (BOfRCS 

PRPoBarflJbwbRswnstey M 

RT RoOmwn c Rbodas 6 Sbsrljw JJQ 

Q F Arcftere Met b iampttt —4 

R T Betas not out 6 


4 In reply to s arsSMnga total of 608 
by Lnrcnbira W. Today: 13-0 


«; Kara iiorMM 96 

U D J Robinson c Keecft b James 

D R Lave Keeeb bMascorennaa 13 

BJHyamoLahsybSttphenson -1 

M C Hott naf out -34 

Extras (U. BjlS. nifl4i. 

Total (tor 7. 83 ovs) — , ■■ 4 ^? 

Psft 1-65, 2-126, 3-139. 4-267. 6276, 6 
300. 7307. 

To Bat A P Cowan, PM Such. 




Ida " Hussain bV4t James — -22 (Ovemtyrc 494 for 9) _ 

law c Ajtoes b Stephenson —78 c Chappie cLatosb Bens 66 

Kara not out— 96 Pjitarmmon 78 

mson c Keecft b James ..0 Extras (62. 67. noloj 13 

: Keeeb bMascarenhaa J3 Total (1002 ovara} SOS- 

0 Laney b Stephenson -~1 . . Bowtog Blown 266362; Baa 202-2-114- 

^ 2; Vltood 13-1-70-1; Campbell 32-692-1; 

L 8)15. nb24l. — -«0 BoHng 17-3-82-1; OHtogwood 12-2-46-3. 

T.govwl ^.i . DURfiAM -ftankoi' 

J-126. 3-139. 4-267. 6276,6 .44 

>Z- _ P DCoangMOdZwb Austin J 3 

Ptovan.PMSuch.^^ ^ J E Moms retd hurt i S 

?J^^«. 0o, SL™' C 7n <i7d^ N J Speat o Fatfirather b Waflonson — 21 

*■7$** Stephenson 20-3-74-3. , DCUailMM 65 

064-3; Mascatenbas 15-2-48-1. tm p Spet^it c Megg b Yatac 

Hnifte, m M Bans b ChsppS — — 1 

1C BaWerstone and V A Howec j boA< c Uoyd b Martto — — ^—5 

rwix w itfiir sM'vMm J Wood not (M ; — 13 

^ Extras- 065, ibi, nbfl) S 

TBW.jhri.Tgto y— Jll 
To bat: S J E Brown. C LCwrptalL 

■ z 16ft 

Sawn toss - Qianple 232-2-962: MarttnZO- 

EMIRE - First tnntoWi Ml ^Sl-^Austin 14J-6-28-l;C8liwi 2^>-12- 

'■62). o; WsMnoon W-l-10-1; Ytoos 1W-1M. 

MM - fins tarings umpires: G I Burgess and RFatmec 


extras (M. Ih3. w& nbfl 39 

Tots! (tor 3, 59 ovota) . ... .. —19 6 

Fd: 1-173. 2-182. 3-186. 

To Etob *P Johnson, M P Doranan, fW M 
Noon, K P Bans, M N Bowen. P J Franks. 
Bowing: Newport 12-1-40-0; Sherhar 12- 
1-45-1: Motxiy 4-1-&0; lamfM 184-59-1; 
Rawnstay 13-1-40-1 

UmpiroK N T Plows and T E JeSTy. 


Bowfingfto rtote): Connor 
bum tl -0-75-0; Stephenson 20-3-74-3: 
James 15-0^4-3; Mascarenhas 15-2-48-1. 
tidal 10-2-30-0. - 

Umbras: 1C Satdsrsnne and V A HoWec 


SarrajrTSoBsrsat 

THE OWLr Srarajr (3pts) are 132 for 7 In 
nptrto a tfesMa^gatotal of 463 bgrSora- 

«nwtm.%dag:ixa 

Somerset won tom 


(Ovemiglt 311 for 5) 

R J Harden not ota ; ..136 

tRJTtxnerbtewia — : — IB 

C D Ross c Stewart blmk- 10 

ARCadAdtcSawaabTuoa — 11 

S Heatws c Buttfiar b Salsbuy :j6 

KJ Shine o Saitoury 1 

Extras IblO, l>16, w6. nb52) 86 

Total (146^ overs) I 463 

Fofc 8-315, 7-327. 8-347, 946ft 
Boot* at' 120 avers: 356 fb rft 
P uwWng M P Bicknaa 25-1661-1; lotto 
284-9-109-2; TUdor 24-3-83-2: Bentomin 
&2-l-2frO; Saflstxxy 34^-10-107-3; Hot- 
loefca 20-8-30-2: SheM34V90;'rbo(pa 3- 
0-8-0; O J EHcknoS 1-O-2-0. 

SURREY - Hot kotinec 

OJBJdmetcAbHacDerg ...48 

M A Butcher stTumer b Heniwig 46 

tA J Stawan fcwi Rose , — 1— : -6 

G PTborpe Ibwb Rasa — — 8 

NSJtfddc Turner bSttne 29 

•A J HoSotte c &b (tea 0 

C C L«to c Hoaoway 0 CackScS — 3 

I D K Sabbuiy not out 16 

Extra* (02.108, w2. rM)™.- — 16 

Total (tor 7, 60 overs? : 172 

rm 1-94, 2-109, 3-120,4-121, 5-121. 8- 
143, 7-172. 

To Bat M PSciine#, AJ Tudor, J EBerjamn. 
Bowing (to date): Cadifick 18-2-71-1; 
SMne 9-2-41-1: Ross 13^-2«; HerzMC 
15-7-23-2; Sums 

Umbras: B Dudkoton and J H Hants. 


Btafleot^an t MtarwtcksUr o 

CARDIFF: Vftnrtohsldra (ppU. * 

BsdreocnBrtifltgsto* 


r.‘ 

. • , -lllh 1 

■ ‘ rir.ii 5,1 


1L0. ■ - 

mnwopnaon toss 

WARWICKSHIRE - Firs* Innlnga Ml 
iThomas 4-62). 

GLAMORGAN - first taring* 
lOvamlgttiigsibrii . _ 

H UomfrnU hurt — 2 fi 

S L watkn c Smai b ates — --js 

AOatoeOaterbWWch 

UP MsyiWtnXR OUt 20 

P a ewteynot out - — ™ 

Extras (ML to27. *fi, n038) 

Total {for 3,164 overa)-^- 551 

FBR 2=249.3-491. - „ 


LelcntmUravGtom 

LEICESTER: Ooowtoulte (5ptx). wttft 
^Ui^OoconfrAinlB gwfcax^sM ocBMi 
ara 54 tons Dotted t ateost ar^to w ffL*- 
OqyiUDL 

Gtoueostesntrsoonwss 

6L0UCESTERSMRE- FW »nning»aM(S 


Mdootbst GPButeter. tADSnaw.RD >btr< 59 r R C Rited 57;TA4any5-52).' 


B Can, S O ltigmas. 0 A CosMr. 

SQora.to'iaOorara:3881tirg 

L Snvth 36-3-97-0; Hen^» 2-0-28-0. 

WARHBXBfflE-Sscootf toning _ 

*AJ Mate, not otA - » 

W G RRm HTbomas -g 

Gwacflwtout “-B 

“g 


Tatel^VlUo^. 


t l^tefcOLttomp.OPOHjw. TL flwm; 
[ NMKaato,tKJRp0r.GCSmAAAOen- 

! akLAFsfi.- . 

: BowlMWitMn^ ^l-7-0*,Tt»rms 4-28-1; 

' Cioit l-i-oo .. 

i II JWWienamtfDJ Constant- 


LEKESreRStflRE - First MningB 

iOwmWit9Sfor3) ■ 

D L Msdcy e 3 lytos — i— - 

ark Pterarw e Bs8 b Laos -r® 

V j Whnater b AUeyne 

G I MaowBan c RusseB b Hancock - — --0 

IP A NKOn not out — — — LI 

0 J MHns ibw b BM 

Extras (bl2. til. nWJ — ^7 

raMifUlia m) -) 

rflb 4-115. 5-156, 6-157. 7-170. 8-202. 

20-li -fO-3; Hancock 5-1-24-1: TWnor 3- 




■ .Via** 

ii--" , -••y 

U'* 


aro iusDw- 


^inrK FKILJ&WRE-Socond lonhits 


N J TninorftW out 

A JW®*ndC out 


v .•> ;v - ■■ v-V.si . 


NT-Ftetfeite2SL(MAEai«m 72w. 
iManh-57;W«*fl6-74} 




Sossrax v NortkamptoasWr* 
HoveassstoUrt^ wmi to urw ra te ta g 
vichete stwdtag. an 2B runs Xwad of 
Nort faa mptonahte p).Todar 11-0. 
MorgangoonsMe son toss 
HORIHAMPTONSHBIE- first tosteff 
288 fer 9) 

j N Snqie C flaerdald b RoMroan — * 

jp Taylor not out 15 

Extras (b4. 003, rblS -Jp 

TWal(lUL5overal : . m i nftW 

Bowing; Crates 2fr58fr0: J*n* 22-5-51- 


Hi 


r.“»TOd.orais»_*- 

biff',: 




SETZ —32 

J5X . 

W 1 ,,, -0 4 ' 

caa£'Z._ — -14 

ji 


Daphos; JHNamtaMre and JP Bond. 

tmUtf—Mf if WMC8 


SUSSEX - first toslngs 

NJIanhamtwb Taylor — 0 

KOtertWacMotaewiBiBbAioam __j4 




HjiTny- 11 4 
Mgeesunhte «n loss 


NRTayiore Sijape bCapai 
C w J *tey Jtxa b Mom, 

K Newel norout — — ■ 
vCDistesc Snaps bTayio 
•IP Moores at Waran be* 
PWJaitonotOUt— f-— 
Extras RA 8)6, — 

Total (For ft 92 own) — 


19 

34 


wmm 



batsmen keep the face ofthe bat 
going through the ball longer 
than Law, which is why so few 
d^reries ever seem tobeat him. 

Like many of hs fellow coon- 
tiyoicn. Law is blessed with un- 
questioning confidence and a 


powerful weight of stroke. Un- 
like most Australians who get 


like most Australians who get 

Mnmi wwi^fhwr iYi iinny iifTii yf 

level, he is a one-cap wonder. 

At 28, youth is not quite on 
Law’s ride and his chances of 
adding to his tally have now re- 
ceded. Nevertheless, the ab- 
sence from the Australian 
c qiiari of SUCh ft Sparkling Intent 
merely brings home the enor- 
mity of the taflt facing England’s 
bowlers this summer. 

At Essex, however, he is 
cherished and lari season, in aO 
competitions, he scored 12 cen- 
turies for the county, including 


pected, assuming that Plan A three against Hampshire. It 
was to occupy the crease til day should have been another yes- 


James Whitaker never gates- stopped bis run spree and he 
tablished and is probably rarefy succumbed to the Hampshire 


er over the slips. • 

Having bad a belated bowl in 
the first innings, Stephenson was 



Harden’s hard graft gives Somerset edge 


HENRY BLOFELD 


reports from The Oval 
Somerset 463; Surrey 172-7 


The only certainty to come out 
of the first two days of the sea- 
sen here is that both Somerset 
and Surrey - two of the slowest 
counties with their over rates m 
the Championship last year when . 

they were fined £6,000 and 
£4,000 respectively -will bein this 
particular frame again come 
September. On the fiat day, play 
continued until 7 -03. and on the 
second the payers did not come 
off until 14 minutes past 


On this showing, too, it is 
most unlikely that Surrey wifi 
justify the bookmakers’ odds of 
11-2 for the title. They have 
played spine poor cricket in this 
match so far: the bowling was 
all over the place and it came 
from players too experienced to 
fallback on the excuse that this 
is the first match of the season. 

In the field, they managed to 
give away a total of 86 extras, a 
record for any first-dass match 
anywhere in the world. Even al- 
lowing that wides and no balls 
now count too, 26 no baBs and 
four wides is inexcusable. ' 

There was little discipline to 
the bowfing or to the batting ei- . 


ther when Surrey’s middle or- 
der collapsed in the most undig- 
nified manner to Graham Rose 
soon after tea. When Brendon 
Julian was chosen for the forth- 
coming Australian tour, Surrey 
decided to do without an over- 
seas player this year. Now they 
must be considering putting 
through an urgent call to the 
French Foreign Legion. 

AD this before a crowd which 
just about struggled into three 
figures, and gave solid backing 
to the views of the editor of PHr- 
den that the game nowadays is 
perceived as “Elitist, exclusion- 
ist and dull". Par two days the 
standards in ^ game have 


M 1-5,2-15. 3-137. 4-263, 5-288, 6303. 
To Bab N C PhSIps, A A Khan, M A Rntxn- 
scn. 

BnA4 Mohammad Akram 18-2-88-2; 
Tratar 17-8-47-2; Oman 9-3-32-0; Snap* 
184850; Emtenv 11-1-22-1; Capet 10- 
0-43-1; pontertty 11-1-49-0 


Baseball 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Nov VBrii Mata 10 Chciiv 
nto 2; Cotxado 7 note X ten Fmodaco A *- 


ten 3: Momma! 4 Ouemo Cube S Pmxtxxjfi 
a PManten *i+3m 2 Si Lena U Houa- 


(Tmi). E Romaw (Ate. M A Amenta (Sol. 1 Py- 
man. I Bvndo (Sp). T Som (Ooni. 8 lone; 69 C 
waste (SA). L wanmod. a Nooran (Awl. J 
M Oteatel ISp). N AstfMSHte. F Valeto (SOU 


UrcpteK A Ctortom and A G T WIHteteacL 


Other first-class 
matches 

(Second day of tfvwj 


te 11 San Oaeo 7. . 

AMBfeCAN ISAfiue Ckaateid U Bonin 7; Nov 
YtxX Vteten ID ktewteo 5; ctoan woe Sw 
11 Baturara 9 flD Mn0O: TensS Deuce 1; 
OaMena 6 Mhnania 1; Anatevn BTbnxmJ QO 
WiUftC Kanos Qty 12 Saatxe 111 


Gmuc 70 C Roeea Ot). P MtehBl. R Chapman. 
R Motb WOT. D Carter, a BnatfX 00. R Dam 
(Awl. D Howal. A Hunter. M Roa. S Tonance.S 
EHUKios (EM, DOM. M Jetson C9to. P EXOJ. 
J Pram BoLFOm (Sol D k^*. TGogte toft 
71 J L enpy (R). •State (Spi. P QUhd (Sma. 
S Cop, S Luna (Sp), P Unhan (Sp>. C VtoB. S 
Gtmnaonni (R); 72 J SarxMn (Swi. U Alter- 


Makoto Narrha, who sailed for Japan 
in the 1992 and 1995 America's Cup 
races, was washed overtxrard off west- 
ern japan on Wednesday nlgtt during 


s Hong Kong-Japan race. Mamba was 
steering the 6.7 ton yacht Escape One 
without a Trie jacket when he was hit 
by a 4m wave. Four patrol boats 
searched 20 hours for the 46-jear-old. 
bur without success so fat 


Cambridge Unhr v Mkfcflosex 

FEMEJTS: NbfcteMX, with afcbr sacood- 
Inntera Wfckotft stanrilnC. are 27S ram 


Innteto wlcketa «»nflnC are 27S ram 
■head of CombtMRB UnhwJty. Tadqy; 
1X30. 


Baeketbal 

John White, the Leopards* American 
guard, has been named the Budweis- 
er Player of the \teat 


On (Spl A CoteL W Mar (Ate). A Srartome. P 
(not P McGrtay. *K SOWSOO (Sue). J Qwoe 
(Sp), E Camnlea (lu. 6 Turner iNQ. A Cabrera 
(tor . A Oamoo (Sp), Q Ctao, R Jacouein ifrt. n 


8m 0 Bateraorc JVtei de Wde (FH. 8 lan»r 
(Gaft S SraM 060. R Green (Am). A OXKom. 
J Qum CSpI, J Hntes (SA». 6 Oa, M Mouiand, 
J CocareTtAia, P AJTlncX. ) Lomas 73 J Soence. 
M Gramwg Swffl, F HK^ud (Marl, P Syrian) 
(Sm), l ftUi (SpK C Mason. F Tamaud (W. R 
Oiunraond. 6 Srate ter. D Smyth- J Rosto (Sp), 
J TanraenJ CDS). RMcFsrtene. M (toot CU. I 
ft«D(Sp).PBater.JMCanteBs(Sp).K&*s- 
«on (Soei. R Kartoon (Srau. J Robaon, 0 &Dund 
(SwaJ, F Jacobson ©m). Tfcnntts amateur 


AO W h i Bx won Daw 

MDOLESEX - Ftat bmtoga 3S9 tor 2 dee 
(PEUMtagi 228no, MWGankig ISO rat txiQ. 
CANBRmaE WSVEHSnV - Hrat tantari 

(Oamtft Eltor2) 

to R H Chunon c Brown D Hewn J3B 

'ASnghcTulheUbWBOtes 30 

WJ House c Pootey B Wtoetes 43 

-R 0 Jonas c Pomev b Hewn 41 

QJHttewsl&wb Johnson 3 

Imran Mohammad c Tufa* b Ouwh 12 

j wo FiwthcHewab Dutch 1 

PSchaflterc Nash b Hewn 0 

EJ How nor out 0 

Extra* (b3.tb6.te2, nb4) 15 

Total (6SAova*a) - .. --33S 

Mb 3-107. 4-154. 5-185, 6-200, 7-227. 
8-235.9-235- 

Bowflne Fraser 11-2-37-0; Johnson 17-1- 
89-2: Tuteel 2-1-6- 1; Hawtt 13-6-38-3; 
Wean 15-5-35-2: WeBll» 38-380; Dutch 
ftl-2-3-Z 


PflOrESSKWALPROMODON (ltegsma Hotel, 
Lae Vagsafr lfrtri i ii h lfawakte L S Bream (US) 
bi 0 Mendez (US) raf 7th. Wattaraateto LSmsn 
(US) w M Goraate (Max) to 5m. 


Snooker 

BABASSTWOWLOCH MaW ON W BF (ShaWeM) 


first reuoct A Kamten (Eng) br J WMe (Entf; 
J wauano (Then MG Don (Sen) 10-9. 


Speedway 

WEDWSOAVS U1E RCSUU& Spaateay Star 
CISC PoolB 73 Eastbourne 17. Pranriar lea£ua 
Cop: Hd SB SMOteo 31. Brttlxh Undar-21 
Cters4oasl4rflna((Kh«^Un^lLLanharn 


: RESULTS: Eteopaan Cap 
aa uxw ra — «n»a lag JunenBJB 4 )V« 1 UU- 
wentus wte « on Msncteaw UU 0 

Bonoata Donmxio l (Borussto Dortmund ate 2- 
□ on aggregate). FA Cartng PraoriarMrip: Der- 
by 0 Noom Pores 0: LBoestor 0 Wa« Han 1. 
Htoratodi Poatei leap'* Fte PMalane &ya- 
te Ptoce 3 Fteteng Z Wohw 1 Grtmaoy 1. GM 


cane o Fatark 1 irtMik me* 
na)on24 My. wnues) be eonomadl. UriBca ri 
Laa0w Pmmlar OMalon: Buoon 0 h^de Utd 3. 
Dr Martens Laagaa Hktend DMsta: Raun- 
• — - 14;5*xit3C0rt> 

Hrat DMatotc Wch « Three Bnagae 


Hockey 

Hampstead and Westminster and 
Chelmsford wil stert asfarotrites to top 
theirffoois and ti^n the two automatic 
National Lfiague places at the end of 
the three dsy foter-League tourna- 
ment starting at Milton Keynes today; 
The runners up in each Roof wffi play- 
ofF on Saturday 3 Mpy for the Anal spot. 


lEmn I4pw: 2 1 Rrehwdsan iReedws) 13: a 
S Neons flpwach) 12: 45 Rabson pi* UUS 


D Homo (Po&rtxytx^ii 10; 8 B 


B: 7 P Lae (long Ea®r) 9:81 Comctor 
casual 8: 9 D Jteson (Arena Esseo 8 


DUNLOP EUROPEAN TEAM CHAMPWNSMPS 
(Orianaa. Dan) firat qonWyta* ramd (teact- 
- J — — Mas Pool (t erpam 3 wares t 
l; wares 3 smren l. Pom 


lea hockey 


& Ireland A Futupl O: betel 4 toetand O Woman: 
Porri A: Enpaad 3 Scodand 0: Enpand 3 Franca 
0: SaxIanB 2 Denmar* l. PDolCrKSand 3 Hm- 
p*y 0: Ausma 2 Wxlas 1; Irefanfl 2 Wales 1. 


P NWaetaac Jones b How 101 

DCNash e&b heath 21 

J C Pootoy not out -28 

Extras (Dl. BEL, w2) —.4 

Total dor 2, 35 ovars) ; 154 

FWt 1-83, 2-154. 

To test: P E WeStnfp. *U W CJKting. tK R 
Brown, R i johnam, J P Hewto. K P Dutch. 
ARC Riser. PC RTUteafl. 


Brat OMNoor Be t te gon Temera 
11 Wtettoxtewid ft CrooA 0 WhMw 1; tXstom 
3 Easat^xi 3: Guriteroutfi « RTMN*«a«re 0. 
Praas and Jearnri I H s tee d Laatera: Port 
Wter u 3 Nsra 1; Htxaly gPawreraMa 3L I sapaa 


Ranpxs 3 Honda 2 (New VW« 

lead bear-oAseten sarfae 3-1}: PtnsOurm 4 
PttodepNa 1 (PMadetohlB teas series 3-D: 
Oirewa 1 Buffalo 0 (bo (series ded 2-2). 


Caanvabn3 _ . . 

ayiti 0. Wteert resemaMetrel n re n ^r Clbxfate 
*InpBnd a Pontte laagre P r a ariw Pfc 
Qunam towanc 0 Laaea UM 1; ShMWd 


7-3-18-0; Freetfi 8-frai-l; House 30-20- 
0: Jonas 7-2-25-0 
UnpiraK H D BM and N G (tewtoy. 


monadrnr 1 Bmwigwm «y 1: Stoka Off 3 
Baton wanoarere 2. Ffat DMate: NonsCotev 


Pools dMd emte 

VteasONteTrtoSi ctaaere More ilMJML 23 
n.65. Streer ottos £8180- Prantar 10 

cymnn 

BJBTIHrS: Trabtethant* 24pt*£36i». Fora 
fkmm £450. 80ft tames £14.45. Hva 
nmW 


Table tennis 

womo CHAMPIONSHIP (Maochaatar) Mao; 

CatateXttoa, Bracn B: breteod M IcMand 3-1 
ftulliuaw tup C aeon MKMrem 21-8 11-21 
21- la J Cowan m G Sapnansen 21-13 21-18, 
tot ID A Hatton 20-22 1*21. srere 


tatX EWafcerKECnotet 21-5 21-1S. I Stores 
M A litre 22-24 21-16 2114. G Oan» Dt L 
OBMcrw423-S 20-22 21-9. Braup PS WOtoa 
top— tea 3-0 WtoWtngnies tons Wtea te 


sport' 


Thugwane 
left out of 
SA squad! 
for Athens 


Athletics 


The Olympic marathon cham- J ‘* 
pion, Jorian Thugwane, is a no- .. 


table omission from the;; 
provisional South African 
squad for this summer’s World * 
Championships in Athens iii '; 
August. 

Announcing the squad iiF' 
Johannesburg yesterday, the 
Athletics South Africa secretary 
general, Banclc Sindani, said 
that the Olympic gold medal- 
list had already said that he did 
not want to compete in order 
to allow “unknown" competi- 
tors lo run and the national 
body would not pressure him 
into" doing so. 

The 1992 Olympic HMXKI 
metres silver medalist Elana 
Meyer, who was second behind 
Ethiopia’s Olympic marathop 
champion, Fatuma Roha. it^j 
the Boston Marathon on Mong 
day, is still deliberating over 
whether she will compete in 
the 5.000 or 10.000 metre 
events or the marathon in* 1 
Athens. She has been pruvi~. 
sionally included for the laner 
two races. . - 

Colleen dc Reuck. who fin- . 
ished one place behind Meyer 1 
in Boston, told the ASA carli- i 
cr this month that she wanted ' 


lo concentrate on the lU.tltXI 


The bails fly as the Durham newcomer Jonathan Lewis, who hit ID boundaries in Ids innings of 44 yesterday, loses 
Ms wicket to the Lancashire bowler Glen Chappie at Old Ikaffbrd Photograph: David Ashdown 


metres. .. 

Sindani said that the final/ 
South African line-up would be | 
announced as dose as possible ; 
to the International Amatcu^ 
Athletic Federation deadline, 
which is 22 July. Other athletes 1 
who performed well be fori/ ' 
then could still be included in J 
the squad. ' 1 

PROVISIONAL SOUTH AFRICAN SQUAD 1 
(WarM CbamptonoMp, Atbons, August): i 
Mon: A MsKuntie (400m). H Soponc ' 
(800ml, M Van Hoonten (800m>. L Her- 1 
bort (400m hurtUes), R Botba i pole vault u. I 
O Brits (pote vatoj. B Laotomctt (slW put). 


M Cortwtt rravetei). Women: A Da Joafli 
(200 and 400m). C Criffltta (1.500 and. 


struggled, at times not so man- 
fully either, to rise above the 
mediocre. 

The first part of the day 
again revolved round Richard 
Harden, who it could hardly be 
said has a talent to entertain. In 
fairness though, his 136, which 
toojc nearly eight hoars, (it 
seemed longer) may win the 
match for Somerset. 

This looked even more like- 
ly when, in nine balls. Rose had 
Graham Thorpe and Alec Stew- 
art Ibw and then surprised 
Adam Hollioake with a short 
one. All this, after Steve 
Herzberg’s amiable off breaks 
had removed the openers. 


5.000m). C Do Reuck (10.000ml. E May- 
or <10.000m). Marathon oquadK Mom L * 
Peu. ETNobo, GThys. XYawa, M ruhiuen.. - 
J Mamnane, ArSlphu. A MottaS#. N Nkxfe- , 
mo, A MoWbe. Woman: E Meyer. H Jcuben.* . 
G De OMera. R Ton. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


64m 


The number of pounds [15bn . 
pesetas] that Barcelona be- 
fieve their 20year-o)d striker, * 
Ronaldo, is worth. The Brail- ;[ 
ian has just si^Ted a nine-year ’; 
contract to stay at the Nou ' 1 
Camp, with a breakaway 
dause set at the above fi&ire. 


DV0atfam21-12a-4.RjBnHxWbtNFitsJl.il 

21-5, A Rooanson bt R FreCnck 21-5 21-K 
Woman: Cattotxy Ooo Graup ft Uttaanta bt 
England 3-1 (unirenren names toe J tousietw 
be L Lomas 21-15 22-30: R Qwteusxaffi tea to 
A Hub 18-21 15-31. KTobbOB BIN Deaton 21- IS 
23-21. GaibauslaiiB K Lomas 21-17 18-21 ' 
a il. C iBng tnj Txm.QrnuplfcCrantabtapW- I 
land 34) (Croatian names tisu E Agmowc B 6 ,i 
Hunv 21-15 21-1 S JMinoc « L Anoawn 21- li 1 ■ 1 
21-ft A Batata M L Robb 21- 15 21-12. 8n)ap I 
ft Mtedeo bt iratand fr2 iMenean namn Hsu.’ 

B Hernandez M T Bctot) lfl-21 21-17 21-19; - 
M MQITXMK kw B> A Gtaref JD-2 1 20-2?. T; I 
Die b9 to B tana 13-21 15-21, Hemanac: o* - 
Oow 31-17 21 17, Mremoraes txBofen) 31- IS; i 
18-21 21-17. ^ 


Tennis 

MONTE CARLO MEN’S OKN Sla«Mi tMnl 
■OMOCb M RK» lOUto) M A Costa iSpI 7-6 64. 

M Lar&on tSarel W D VaceA iC: Real 7-5 60. 

C Costa fSpl B A Boesusi (Fn 6-4 7-5; C Ruud 
tNcr) M E Afctue* ISO) 5-7 7-6. 

ME7TS CMY COURT CHAMPtONSMPS (Oitea- 
do, fia) Stete*, xocond raaad: AOBnen dJSi 
OtK Gotten rt>en12-B 6-3 62: C Woodtuff (US' 

M O Gro» iCafl 7-5 7-6; G EtMfart i&Al Bt 3 s - 
State (AtoJ 62 63; F Maun (ft) B M RDdMCT 
lAfg) 64 6-2. 


ond round: A Coonw iSAj B M Maiuflo lAutJv 
60 64; K HatauMwi tStookj bt PBt*e«x. ukat * 
18 62 62; J Kate ISA) M R Dmcrara iRonu. J 
63 7-5: S Appeinons (Bell B N Docny IFrt 61 . 
62; H Kaftaua (StosKi M G Icon Gareta iSp- ' 
6-21-664. 

LTA SPRING SATELLITE TOURNAMENT 
{BotanoamilM Man’s Etofta*, test round : »■ • 
DtffpOo IG8I B 8 Cwan [GBi 60 62: N Coutebt i ■ 
IFrtOlPR±reon(GB)64 7-&MMa(larai(CBi * 
n A Foaer IGB) 64 62: S Banon (M M M Boh 
iNetei 64 7-ft Soeond remit A SnemlM iSmu 
U V Srymm (SA) 2-6 61 64; N Weal (GBi or 
1 Neumtoer (AuO 6-1 64; j Ctwum 1F0 ot M 
Srne«a ItoX) 62 6-1; R Lneqpe (fii 01 CBno>- 
er (GB) 7-5 62: J Deteio 1G8) u N Crneu 
IFD 6-0 08 6-4; A Betanafdic (Ausi bt M litecfcF 
ga\ (GB) 7-5 63; L MA^n (GB) bt S Benon. 
IM 61 63: R Gftot (Ffl M J Htoiawl iGmV 
62 7-S. Woman's atnOss, eocond ituut 1 . 
Puftr* tea bt A Mtorerte IGB 67 63 61; C l 
Tretor tG8)Bl0gn(C816T 7-5 63. QoAxur- 
OtaK: J wart (G8) « J Lunwa f»Jb) 63 3-0. 
rec J PUD (GB) bt C Taylor 1GB1 6-3 63. 

Sddai IGB) ot L Wbooraffe (GB) 64 67 
N Ifeaon (Netfl) bt L Mil (GS) 62 62. 


dated Z Sotted DMBor BBdfenJ Ory 
Stonrebuqr l; Stoetoxxr Couw 1 Certto UM 
TMfd Milton; Dathngrxi l ChegeiWd l: Lbv 
cote Ory 2 Bury 0: RocbttaiB 2 Cbaeter D WM- 
mt 3 liftte 0. teas te—anea OooteHo n 
ftat DttototB towrel 3 Vto* 0; Bouiwmoun 
0 CatfltT 0; MD«an 0 Luton 1; Noucb 1 Oys- 
tb) Fotasa 1: PoRaaeuth 1 Bnsto My 1: 
Souarenvton l Brato Rorara t: WbitfMon 4 
fttodonX 


Oxford Vttiv v IMaMa 
THCTAMft YortsWiwtott Mfl* aaeoraL 
tantaff re lri t nti xtondln*, ora 386 nm 
tooad of ONtonl tMeeralty. Todqc 1U0. 
Ytrtsf*n won »» 

TOfWSWRE - First tatongt 335 for 2 doc 
(p 6ga 126 no. A McGrath 105 no, M D Mtx- 

OXFORD UWVSRSnY-FMbmto^ - 

(Owmtfc 21 tor 2) 

-M A vwgh c Btairey 5 Stomp 35 


RaDylng 

Compedtnra in iWs ysai's 53«J Networtt 
0 RAC RaBywffl tBdde *e stalest route 


In theeicrds hbow Of foe 1400 roles 

to be cowered, 245 will consist of 28 


special timed stages spread over three 
days from 28-25 November. 


B W Byrne b Sflvenuood 
JAG Aston bGoueh 


P G Moran c HartBy b Swnp -28 

C Parol 65 tbtx> — ^..^.^0 


APSaMlwbVbugian — 13 

L G BuEhanon c Sunqi b Wlxto .0 

G JWog^Ibwb Vaugren 0 

C U Bsoarboo net OvT— — — 1 0 

extras flbTito4) 11 

IUM (37-1 overt) — 134 

FOft 3-214-44 5-83 6-85 7-BQ882 9-301 
Bonwflne GOU0T 31 1 40 2 Sdnraood 9 4 
24 2 Hanky 7 121 C-Sremp 4 1 5 3 WNte 
4 1 14 1 Va^ren 2J. 1 3 2. 
YORKSHIRE- Soeond faoilngo . 

CWhtebSattartred . — — -6 

M PVautfien e Setter 6 Wd 109 

B Patter not out — 138 

RJBUteynnaut — 10 

Extras (b4, to4, »r2. nb2) 12 

total (for 2. 88 nvnriO .———275 
Mt 1-7. 2-237. 


Golf 

Wobum s now partly-owned by the Eu- 
ropean Tour after a £5. 7m deaf. The 
tour has acquired a 50 per cent Inter- ' 
est and there are plans for a thW oouse. 
It is hoped to stage a major European 
fourewnt there for 10 years bom 1999. 

SPANISH OPBi (Madrid) loadte BTCMbond 
aeons (GS er M urtera ctatatf); SB p ramnen 
A Cepe Beft H7G Bnenoa M janes MS ton* 


Rugby I engn» 

wcsmsDenrs iaK RSSUUft Rom fare* 
trerepre: Bradtord 02) aft HtotaOO) taSt tete 
ftSwre tent ftCaband. McNanreo; Goals 
Mcnamwa a. HsSta Dies Pearaon 2. M Jet*- 
son. Moana, Msvot Beals Ftaanon 3. Il3285> 


Football 

mnONWiSE FOOTBAU. LEAGUE 
FKsronresiON 

Bottoo v Chariton 17.45) 

Norateb v Man Qtt C74S) 

P uls e to m b v iptatoi p-453 — 

SMMM«8tMa(74fl 


Hockey v 

INTER4EAGUE TOURNAMENT iMrittul^ 
teynos). : 


Tonanhom v area Hem 12^9 tuptpn Park), 
uracr SUSSEX COUNTY UAOS nratOMritoc 
FutfeU v Ptscenwan 6 Ttoeambe (7^0). 


Rugby Union 

WEDNESDAYS LATE RESIUS: CouraBi CSte* 
Qumdosebta Nsttoaol tasere One: Sale 41 
London Irish ». NsUorto late Few: wps- 
bre 8 Hatxai 11. mpnrawtew uteft RAF 24 
Ropi Nay ». 


Rngby LaagM 

STONE S SIPS LEAGUE SaftxtWW^ntT JO). 
FTHST tXVTSTON: DeuBxxy » Swmton (745). 


Rugby Union 

WBSH NATIONAL LEAGUE IM OMriBK Per*- 
Mxud V Neon t7J0s Dtxiren * BnqM 17309. 
terendDItotoe town wac tCatoBHH) (7.0L 


Spe e d wa y 

EUTt LEAGUE: Bette Vue v Easttraumg-’ 
(7 JO); Peteftxxougi « Couentiy (7.30) 
PREMER LEAQUE KnodKWt &*e BSnburiJr. 
v Newcasta 1 7 JO); Odom v toera Essex 1 7.4^, -. 
AMATEUR LEAGUE: BeSe Vue v Read Frig t- 
Srendon (9.01. ^ 

Other sports ^ 

SNOOKER: Eirtess* WWW OBmocrettpS iThc : 
CnwOte, Sheffield). • 

TABLE TBMlS; Worid CharrptOhShW (Man- I 
Chester). 

TEW6S: LTA sonng SatEfttP (Boumemourhp. ! 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 


Draw date: 23/4/97. The winning numbers: 8. 12. ±7. 23, 34, 43. Bonus number: 36. 
Total Sales: £25.715330. Prize Fund: £11,571.898 (45% of ticket sales). 


lb Bac M D Monon. 0 teas. 4 Mc&aft D 
Gougfr, P J Hartley. C EWSAmcod, R D 
Stomp. 

B oate r Patel 22-5-63-1: BUtabee 11-0- 
4&1; Vtajpa S-0-57-0; Byrne 12-3-47-0; 
watfr 8-1-17-0; Hudson 2-0-8-0; u^rttoe* 
5-0-27-0 

Uaviras: A A Jones and K J Ijont. . 


Match 6 (Jackpot) 

Mat oh S plus bonus ball 

Match 5 ____ 

Match 4 

Match 3 

TOTALS ~ ~~ | 

. O Crmefoi Grouo ota. Players mot be 16 or mi, 


5 

34 

1.207 

43.110 

595,838 

540.194 


£583.805 

£26.416 

£465 

£28 

£10 


1.805 £2.919.025 

416 £898.144 

65 £561.255 

!B £1.207.080 

10 £5.958.380 

£11.543.884 

BrnBrego |pnara loundcd sown lo nearest £1) 128.015. 




THE NADONAL LOTTERY' 


In Mtwi of tor (Hscreoancy in the abow. The data c on n u ied In CamekH central camoutcr srsiem snail premdl. 
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iwenerVxaiw 1 - 
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United we fall 

Where now for the defeated Red 
Devils, asks Glenn Moore, page 28 


III 



Spanish Open 

Andy Farrell tracks the 
golfng 6lite, page 26 



dZ 


Football 

Juninha the Brazilian who has 
done so much to get Middles- 
brough to the FA Cup final, 
hopes to be watched at 
Wembley by two illustrious 

compatriots. 

"Zieo and Me were great he- 
roes for me and I want to invite 
them to come and watch me in 
the Cup final If it's possible," he 
said. “It would make it even 
more special for me to walk out 
at Wembley knowing they were 
there. It would be wonderful for 
me and also for Emerson." 


Boro's opponents at Wemb- 
ley, Chelsea, are hoping to add 
another expatriate to their bur- 
geoning enclave. Earlier this 
week, Ruud Gullit signed the 
Nigerian defender Cdlestine 
Babayaro from AnderlechL, and 
he may add Gustavo Poyet, a 
Uruguayan international with 
dual Spanish nationality, to his 
foreign complement. The hard- 
working midfielder, who is just 
as comfortable in an attacking 
role, can leave Real Zaragoza on 
a “Bosnian” free transfer. 

Wimbledon have been 
warned that if they leave Eng- 
land, they are unlikely ever to 


be allowed to compete in Eu- 
ropean club competition. 

The club’s owner, Sam Ham- 
mam, has not completely given 
up on the idea of moving the 
Seflimst Park tenants to Dublin, 
where the Irish would flock to 
watch Premiership football. 
The team still has an outside 
chance of competing in the 
Uefa Cup, and although Eu- 
rope’s governing body has yet 
to make an official ruling, they 
are reluctant to sanction an 
E ngl i s h club playing home 
games in a different country. 

A Uefa spokesman, Fritz 
Ahtetrom, said that when 


Galatasaray attracted massive 
crowds to games played in Ger- 
many when they were banned 
from playing at home, they to 
play other European games 
there but were not allowed to. 
“No decision has been made 
about Wimbledon if they were in 
Dublin but you can imagine that 
it would be the same reply as 
Galatasaray received,” he said. 

A Wimbledon spokesman 
said there was no point in com- 
menting imtQ Uefa had notified 
of any ruling regarding a move 
to Dublin. “Until then, we 
refuse to accept that the scheme 
is dead," he said. 


Deity have escaped the pos- 
sibility of having points de- 
ducted by the Premier League 
thank* to an observant sup- 
porter. 

Jim Smith, the Derby man- 
ager, was in breach of regula- 
tions when he named four 


his 16 to play in Wednesday’s 
Premiership match against Not- 
tingham Forest. Three can be 
selected-arid only the fact -that 
the blunder was spotted fay the 
fan minutes before the kick-off 
saved Derby from embarrass- 
ment and possible punishment. 

It meant Smith had to alter 


beside and team sheet 15 min- 
utes before the start; andhe re- 
placed his Estonian goalkeeper, 

Mart Poom, with Russell Hbufr. 

Smith admitted that it was 
only when a told the first-team 
coach, Steve McGareh, that he 
became aware of the blunder. 
“The referee [Graham Poll] 
; said be would have to report us 
to the Premier League because 
we had given him the change on 

the team sheet after the per- 
mitted time but I don’t think it 
will be a problem. 

.“I don't know who the sup- 
porter was but Fd like to thank 
OHtL It was a good job Russell 


Hoult was ready and hadn’t had 
a couple of pints after thmhng 
he wasn’t gpingtb be involved! 

The brewers Boddingtons 
had to pull the plug on-an ad- 
vertising campaign which con- 
gratulated Manchester United 
on winning their European Cup 

semi-final So confident were 
they that United would win 
that they invested more than 
£40,000 m advertisements con- 
gratulating them, which would 
have appeared- in newspapers 
yesterday morning. 

Late-night- telephone calls 

had to be made to have the ad- 
verts withdrawn after United’s 


defeat. The ads featured a pint 
of. the beer, known as the 
‘‘cream of Manchester , with a 

Dortmund pennant and the 
slogan “Creamed ■ . . 

Brvan Hamilton is calling 
ony6ungplayt*reaft«J^ 
three more of his Norton 
Ireland squad 

day’s Group Nme WoridOg 
qualifier in Armenia, wiw 

Chester City’s teenage mm 
fielder. Jeff Whitley. tM 
Ipswich midfielder. DaimySoo- 

ner, and the teenage Wigan 
goalkeeper, RoyCarroIL 



England left with the crumbs at top table Head blow 

ends Morris’ 
career best 











* J : -.25 




Nicola Deaton, the reigning England champion, falls to a narrow defeat by the host nation’s women's team, who lost their Category One match 3-1 befbro-.facing 
Lithuanian Kristina Totilaite on the opening day of the World Table Table Tennis the stronger South Koreans, in Category Two, Scotland, Ireland mid Wales aU won 
Championships in Manchester's G-Mex Centre yesterday. It was a poor day for the their opening men's matches Report, page 28; results, page 29. Photograph: Allsport 
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Monday’s Sotatfcm 


LJL4E1UQUK1 IdEUlLJELUU 
ImEmEBmoB 
aamEE iianjnBEumu 
□ ejUUEQQH 
IQEJQBEEEIDH DHEIEIG 
0 m a a ra 
I0EQI2B □EECIlIIQnDB 

n s o q a e 

annacinHau bbebei 
a □ Li ED 
tfBBOE EHQQBQnQE 
IsnaHnnnii 
[GIB CIS GIB HO El ECHO BE 
lUkUraCJEHEE 
IwBraQaan BcmnaHo 


White the whirlwind 
running out of puff 


g gj gj 


ACROSS 

I Instrument is confiscated 
bv raum fairly promptly (S) 

5 Civilised prohibition on en- 
tering rarer (b) 

V Getting on? Getting on 
without hesitation, on re- 
flection (S) 

III It's left on board fl am es (6) 

I I and 12 Who’d produce a 
misplaced “I’d vet car 
brakes"? (4-1,6) 

14 Has almost crashed In 
Verona, coming from Ger- 
man city (IU) 

18 Worthless type that is 
aboui to embrace unfash- 
lOnablc dress designer (10) 

— and 23 Receiving dues or 

laying out money? (6,3,5) 

-4 Be a success, 1 see, though 
dwelling in middle of Bar- 
rel (6) ** 


25 You wfll bound, we hear, 
when presents are pro- 
duced (8) 

26 Those people wiD accept 
alternative hypothesis (6) 

27 Beech can get chopped lip 
by accident (8) 

DOWN 

1 Unwilling ^ accept a cou- 
ple of books in a tarty state 

2 Travelling far, I see: Aus- 
tralia ana another conti- 
nent (6) 

3 and 17 Content with some 
company figures? See next 
page (6,4, 4) 

4 Ship: bringer of gifts and 
maiden song (5 J) 

6 and 19 Gave news of Par- 
liament without using 
quotes? (8,6) 



7 See you -you finally fin- 
ished rising into the atmos- 


phere (i 6) 

S Sanctify Gockney woman - 
her sin is corrected (8) 

13 I^^bufldhigprovidmg 
study programme which, in- 
volves you? (10) 

15 Glistening growth to cover 
top of factory (35) 

16 Frank is under an obliga- 
tion in a traveller’s shop (4- 
4) 

17 See 3 down 

19 See 6 down 

20 Servant working under car 

21 Mastic cur's only first of 
economies (6) 


Snooker 

GUY HODGSON 

It was not difficult to envisage 
the passing of an era. The nation, 

it, has suffered with^j^my 

he is as muchajpart of the^ur^ 
mture as Dad’s favourite chair. 

Old kdkssee him as the love- 
able rascal, happy to overtook 
his indiscretions, boys of all 
ages empathise with a man 
whose free spirit refuses to be 
reined by conformity. Even his 
hair job, to hide a rapidly widen- 
ing bald patch, was seen a wel- 
come hint of vanity from 
someone whose appearance fre- 
quently reminded one of the 
face you see in the mirror the 
nmming after the ni gh t before. 

Jimmy; in snooker terms, 
means only one person: “the 
Whirlwind*, whose future to 
clinch ' the Embassy World 
Giampfooship from six finals has 
made him tne most popular 
player in the land. The country 
admires Stephen Hendiy ana 
Steve Davies; it adores White. 

But maybe for not much 
longer. White, 34, went out of 
the World Championship just 
before midnight on Wednesday 
and into the umbo land known 
as outside the world's top 16. 
Next season his progress will be 
through a minefield of extra 
qualification matches. Young 


players will be waiting to take 
pots at an erstwhile hero. - 

The words after his 10-9 de- 
feat were familiar. "The reason 
I took up snooker was Jumpy,” 
Anthony Hamfltoo, his con- 
queror, said. “I think Td rather 
havebeatenanyoifelxnhim.”Al- 
mosr evayone adheres to this rit- 
ual, except the sentiments, 
although genuinely felt, are com- 
ing more often these days. And 
earlier in tournaments. 

White lost his first 1 1 match- 
es this season and his earnings 
for 1996-97 are little more than 
£ 60 , 1 ) 00 , which represents a 
fortune for most but a severe de- 
cline of income for someone 
who has picked up 03m in his 
career. “He'll come straight 
bade," HamDion insisted. “He’s 
different class." 

Others are not so sore. White 
had been 5-1 and 8-4 in front 
against Hamilton and although 
he has been buried by an 
avalanche of lost frames before 
- most notably when he lost 10 
in a row against Hendry in the 
1992 world final - he has not 
surrendered such an advan- 
tage veiy often at the Crucible. 

Certainly not as slowly. The 
last few frames were played at 
a ponderous pace, each shot 
weighed down with tension. 
Thirty-eight minutes for the 
16th frame, 30 for the next, 44 
and 28 for. the final two. 

In times gone by. White has 
rattled off four frames in the 


time it was taking to complete 
one. The last was a particular 
agony, an amalgamation of 
missed pots and snookers. 
White was 37-1 up at one stage 
bm succumbed to a break of 

Tm shocked,” he said. “My 
form in practice could not have 
been better leading np to the 
championships and although I 
knew how good Anthony was I 
felt I had enough ammuni tion 
to see him off. 

“t stiD love the game so there 
won’t be panic stations. FU 
have to cut my holidays short 
this year to get in some practice. 
I’ll be back. I’ve had so much 
support from my fans over the 
years I owe it to them.” 

James Wattann, the 12th seed, 

had enough ammunition but 
was scraping around for shells 
before beating Graeme Dott in 
another final frame match. 
Ahead 6-2, the Thai loa all sem- 
blance of rhythm and one point 
trailed 8-7. “I got angry with my- 


self for letting him off the hook,” 
he said. “He played better than 
me but I was the lucky one.” 
Nevm- more so than in the de- 
ciding frame when Dott, a 19- 
year-old Soot, potted a long red 
only for a double kiss to halt his 
progress. The white was nestling 
on a red in such a manner that 
neither the black or the pink 
were visible. Snookered, Dott 
lost his chance and %ttana 
sneaked through. 

Resalts, Digest, page 29 
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Cricket round-up 

ADAM SZRETER 


The former Glamorgan captain 
Hugh Morris hit a career-best 233 
against Warwickshire at Cardiff 
yesterday but was then taken to 
hospital after being struck by an 
Allan Donald bouncer. 

Morris docked into a ball 
from tiie South African and im- 
mediately fell to the ground, but 
he was able to remove his hel- 
met unaided before help arrived 

in the shape of the Glamorgan 
physiotherapist, Dean Conway, 
and his Warwickshire counter- 
part Stewart Nottingham. Mor- 
ris was carried from the field on 
a stretcher and he later de- 
scribed himself as being “just a 
bit dazed” but was taken to hos- 
pital for a precautionary X-ray. 

Thanks largely to Molds, how- 
ever, Glamorgan dedared at 551 
for 3, their highest score against 
Warwickshire, with a lead of 400 
and with Warwickshire falling to 
claim a single bonus point m a 
properly contested firet-innings 
sequence since theSystem was in- 
troduced in 1968, 

Morris’s 200 came in 529 
minutes off40deHveriek and in- 
cluded a six and 28 fours. He put 
on 242 for the third wicket with 
Adrian Dale, who made 106. 
Waiwkfehire finished the day on 
15 for 1 needing a further 385 
to avoid an innings defeat 

NeQ Thylor marked his Sussex 
debut with a century as the 
hosts established the upper hand 
over Northamptonshire at Hove. 
Thylor’s 127 helped Sussex, re- 
plying to Northamtonsfaire’s 315, 
reach 344 for 6 and Keith Newell 
also played a major role com- 
piling an undefeated 91. 


Ihylur's hundred made the 
37-year-old former Kent captain 
the first Sussex player to score 
a century on his debut for 50 
years: Hugh Bartlett achieved 
tiie feat against Cambridge Uni- 
versity at Worthing- Earlier, 
Mark Robinson finished with 6 
for 78 against bis former dub as 
Northamtonshire, resuming on 
288 for 9, reachcd3I5 to daim 
a third batting point. 

At Old Traffbrd David Boon 
provided Durham's solitary re- 
sistance to frustrate Lancashire's 
attempt to enforce tin; foUow-oa. 

The Australian finished un- 
beaten onSS to steer his side to .. . 
201 for 6 at the close, still seek- •; 
ing a further 156 to avoid the ful- -j 

low-on after ending Lancashire’s 
innings on 506 earlier in the day. 

Mark Bowen produced a dev- 
astating morning burst to spark 
off a determined Nottingham- 
shire fightbaek against Worces- 
tershire at Trent Bridge. The 
reamer claimed 4 for 17 in the 
space of 41 deliveries, including 
the vital wickets of Tim Curtis and 
Tom Moody, when Worcester- 
shire seemed well placed to pile 
up a total in excess of 500. 

The Nottinghamshire opmire, - 
Paul Pollard and Tim Robinson, 
continued the good work by lay- 
ing the platform for a solid reply 
with a stand of 173, but the hosts 
finished the day on 1% for 5. 

Yorkshire’s batsmen again en- 
joyed themselves at The Parks on 
tiie second day of the match with 
Oxford University. After dis- 
missing the Dark Blues fix 114 
to lead by 221, David By as did 
ikX enfotrc the follow-on. His de- 
cision was vindicated by Michael ' 
Vaughan and Bradley ftirker ■ 
who put on 230 for the second 
wicket, each making centuries. 
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